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COVER PHOTO OF SENIOR MATT MCKEE 
AND FRESHMAN TAYLOR SMALL BY COREY 
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What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 
located at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. 
Wayne, indiana. It is printed by Craftline 
Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob 
Miller serving as representative. 
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Rates for color and black-and-white 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 
anytime. Discounts are also available for 
advertising in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 


- ad | “| like to work “| lik . 
Northrop students and faculty. A op aa. : | € O oF eC q 
u ulty. Any ET VAs ; se Z 5 7 
columns, or opinions in the Forum monic § = a NA a he i with students, North rop 
section, belong solely to said writers, or  atitia Ft ees : h 
staff in cases of staff editorials. BEEN 3 ee eee : and see t el ! SO ar. 

Le i a o rt) 
Letters to the editor are also encouraged es : ES SU cceed . 
and accepted. Letters must be signed Niir Tf : Pees hea 
with name and grade for verification, : 
then submitted to Room D111. 
What's Bruin? will not publish any 
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“The faculty 
has enthusiasm. 
Its a great 
school. 
David Pam 
Todoran Baker 
English Spanish 
“In my spare “This is my 27th year of 
time, | play so far has been ee. eee 
professionally really great. ES MES eal 
in clubs and | like it.” y Pall 
concerts.” 
* Damion Denise 
Jackson Rogers 
JAG student services 


(Job’s for America’s 
Graduates, a state- 
funded program) 


“| like Northrop “The attendance “What | lik 
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e about 
so far. The staff is Staff is the best.” northrop so far are 
friendly. It's just a the kids and the 
great enviroment.” Staff. 


King for a Day, 
Suryanarayanan queen 


Bringing back the crowning of a homecoming king, 
senior James Day received the honor in addition 
to senior Ali Suryanarayanan being named ‘07 
homecoming queen during haltime of the 
homecoming football game versus Concordia. 


| es bee Spirit Week was a success 
this year as Bruins of all grades 

dressed to many Spirit themes, in addition 
to an obstacle course and student-faculty 
volleyball match, plus a pumped-up Friday 
pep rally. 

The week kicked off with Pajama Day on 
Monday, followed by Country / Western Day 
on Tuesday, Hospital Day on Wednesday, 
Caribbean Day on Thursday (where each 
grade had their own Caribbean-related 
dress). Friday then was Spirit Day where 
everyone dressed to the nines in Northrop 
Brown and Orange. 

“T loved Pajama Day,” said student 
council president Janelle Henney. “Hospital 
Day was cool too.” 

Student Council coordinated Spirit Week 
along with many volunteers decorating 
designated hallways in monster and jungle 
themes, etc. (instead of only decorating the 
cafeteria). 

“Everyone contributed,” said Henney. 

Spirit Week also included an obstacle 
course where each grade got to participate 
and compete, along with a student-versus- 
faculty volleyball match. The week then 
wrapped up on Friday, period four, with a 
successful pep rally that highlighted all fall 
sport teams and a rap performance by junior 
Jedaiah Newton and senior De’ Andre Banks. 
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Dr. Robinson named top 
area superintendent 


FWCS superintendent, Dr. Wendy Rob- 
inson, was recently named the 2008 District 
I] Superintendent of the Year. (District II 
includes Ft. Wayne, Allen County and all of 
northeast Indiana.) 

Robinson was chosen by other superin- 
tendents in District II, taking into consider- 
ation qualifications and accomplishments, as 
well as leadership. 

Robinson has been FWCS superintendent 
since 2003 and has been an educator for 34 
years. As FWCS’ top leader, she has cut $11 
million from the FWCS budget while also 
devoting more to student instruction. 

She now will join six other superinten- 
dents in Indiana to be considered for the 
overall top superintendent for all of Indiana. 
The winner there then becomes the state’s 
representative in a National Superintendent 
of the Year program. 


BOP ‘Sands Of Time’ 
takes invitational honors 


Under its new head band director, Jason 
Witzigreuter, BOP (Big Orange Pride) 
marching band remains competitive with its 
“Sands Of Time” Egyptian-themed show. 

Recently, BOP competed at the Angola 
Fall Festival where it took first in Class A and 
won caption awards for music and general 
effect. The band also tied for drum major. 

Then, at the more competitive Carnival of 
Bands at Penn High School in Mishawaka, 
BOP placed seventh overall. 

In competition the week prior, BOP took 
fourth in Class A at the Concord Marching 
Band Invitational and Festival in Elkhart. 

“They’re doing really good this year,” said 
Witzigreuter. 

BOP’s music includes “When You Be- 
lieve” from the movie The Prince of Egypt, 
plus music by Al Pizziola and original music 
by Chris Tomsa. 


Semi-formal call-out, 
volunteers wanted 


The senior class, its officers and sponsors 
are looking for volunteers willing to help 
in the planning, decorating and putting on 
of this year’s semi-formal, scheduled for 
November. 

Interested students should contact im- 
mediately any senior class sponsor, or any 
senior class officer. 
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Northrop takes Clean 
School Award third time 


There may be 32 schools in the entire 
FWCS district, but it’s Northrop that 
continues to prove itself the cleanest and best 
maintained. 

For the third time in a row, the Northrop 
maintenance staff received the district's 
Clean School Award. 

Award criteria includes the overall 
maintenance, cleanliness and quality of 
outside school gournds, entrances and 
hallways, rest rooms, clinics, locker rooms 
and showers. Also evaluated is the condition 
of classrooms and offices, custodial areas and 
boiler rooms. Gyms, multipurpose areas and 
the auditorium are considered, in addition 
to the school’s kitchen and other general 
maintenance items which include ceilings, 
light fixtures, etc. 

Receiving the honor for Northrop was 
head custodian Steve Mock. 


Father of the Bride fall 
play, Nov. 8-9 


Father of the Bride, Northrop’s ‘07 fall 
play is directed by drama teacher Tim Miller 
and tells the story of the Banks family whose 
life and home are about to be turned upside- 
down when daughter, Kay, gets married. 

The story is actually told from the father’s 
point of view, Mr. Banks, who tries to keep 
his daughter’s wedding simple, meaningful, 
but most of all inexpensive, especially since 
he’s paying the wedding bill. 

Senior Ethan Strimple plays the lead of 
Mr. Banks, with Mrs. Banks played by 
junior Nicole Griffetts, and the bride, Kay, 
played by senior Leah Smith. Other cast 
includes Kay’s brother, played senior Rob 
Hamilton; a tomboyish little sister played by 
junior Tessa Yandell, as well as the groom 
played by junior Storm Boardman. 

The play will be Thursday-Friday, Nov. 
8-9, at 7 p.m. in the auditorium. 


Juniors, sophomores to 
take PSAT Oct. 17 


All juniors and registered sophomores 
will take the PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic 
Aptitude Test) Wednesday, Oct. 17. 

Registration will be free for juniors, 
and $14 for sophomores who must register 
before Oct. 4. The PSAT is a practice test for 
the SAT, and is important for any college- 
bound student. Please see guidance for more 
details and registration materials. 
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Northrop students adapt to life’s many 
changes, offer advice to other Bruins 
facing similar situations 


) here is 
‘nothing 
permanent 
» except 

change,” said the 
ancient Greek 
philosopher, 
Heraclitus. 

It seems that in 
this day and age, 
the only thing that 
always is the same 
is the fact that 
anything, big or 
small, can change at 
any moment. 
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Freshman Taylor Small can attest that 
it’s possible for anyone to go from living a 
happy, content life to having to move across 
the country, or deal with the death of a 
family member or any other big, life-altering 
change. 

It’s inevitable, she said. 

“Probably the biggest change for me was 
from being in my house here (in Ft. Wayne) 
to living in Columbia City while my parents 
were in Kuwait. They were serving in the 
U.S. Navy during the war. 

“I lived with my aunt and uncle for the 
two years that my parents were gone,” she 
said. 

Senior Matt McKee can relate to that. 

He also dealt with not having both parents 
around, but not because of the Navy. 

“I was only seven when my parents got 
divorced,” said McKee. 
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A change thrust upon McKee. In fact, in 
America, over one million children under the 
age of 18 are involved with a divorce each 
year, according to recent reports. 

“We had to move out of our house and 
each of my parents bought a new house. I 
had to alternate going between my mom’s 
house and my dad’s house every day,” said 
McKee. 

Studies also show that a child who 
goes through a divorce is more likely to be 
affected by stress and fear as an adult. 

“Tt was very hard for me. I became 
depressed and started doing things like 
staying in my room all day and night, and 
locking myself in my closet for hours at a 
time,” admitted McKee. 

“T slowly got better. I just had to get used 
to the new scheme of things, and get used to 
the new schedule and talk to my parents.” 
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“| just had 

to get used 
to the new 

scheme of 
things.” 


-SENIOR MATT MCKEE 
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loved one, even accidental death of 
3 a cherished pet can force anyone ~ 
: into sudden significant change. Fo 
_ sophomore Kenny Deal, he was 
on y the accidental death of a 


, 


: this, Deal ie s always hav 
to Sop with change of si 


DYWH VONVAIW 


SI 


Sophomore Kenny Deal said he was 
pretty affected more than he realized by an 
accidental death from years ago. 

“My cat died on my 11" birthday. It was 
sleeping under the tire, and my dad backed 
up onto it with our car. We had it for like 
four years. | was devastated,” he said. 

Then there’s the changes that come from 
not necessarily bad things, but from new 
taking on and pursuing new ventures. For 
junior Jenni Poffenberger, it was adapting to 
the whole new world of modeling. 

“T’ve had to go everywhere for modeling. 
I’ve been to Alabama for a photo shoot 
before, and I go to Chicago almost every 
weekend,” said Poffenberger. 


“T’ve had to work really hard on my 
body.” 

Whether changes are life-altering, such as 
moving to a different city while parents are 


out of the country, or maybe not as much, 
change is something that everyone must go 
through and face. And when those times 
came for Small, Deal and other Bruins, it’s 
the close friends and family that are turned 
to for support and advice. 

Small said she usually looks to her 
mother when she needs advice. 

“My mom and I are really close,” she said. 

Deal said he looks to his best friend when 
he needs help. 

“T talk to him because we’re close and can 
talk about stuff. We’ve been friends forever,” 
he said. 

Both Small and Deal also had some 
advice to give other Bruins dealing with 
changes in their lives of any kind. 

“Good will come out of it,” said Small. 
“And no matter what happens, you'll be able 
to get through it.” 

“Everything happens for a reason,” 
said Deal. “Some good will come out of 
everything bad.” 

Then there’s the words of Georg C. 
Lichtenberg, German scientist and author: 

I cannot say whether things will get better 
if we change. What I can say is they must 
change if they are to get better. 
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Over one million 
American children 
are involved with a 
divorce each year. 
Senior Matt McKee 
was one of those 
children. His par- 
ents divorced when 
he was only seven. 
“It was very hard for 
e,” he said. 


Junior Jenni 
Poffenberger has 
had to deal with a 
lot of big changes 
since she began a 
modeling career. 


“| talk to (my best 
friend) because we 
can talk about 
anything,” said 
sophomore Kenny 
Deal. 


Having both 
parents in the Navy 
and living with an 
aunt and uncle 

for two years was 

a pretty drastic 
change for fresh- 
man Taylor Small. 
“It was probably the 
biggest change of 
my life,” she said. 


“lve had to go 
everywhere for 
modeling,” said 
junior Jenni 
Poffenberger. 

Her modeling 

has caused a big 
change in schedule. 
She now travels 
to Chicago almost 
every weekend. 
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t’s all about attitude! 

That’s what's written on the dry- 
erase board in the football locker room. 
That’s what the Bruin football team is 

all about. No matter win or lose, have a good 
attitude. 

“We think that they (the team) have a 
great attitude and great work ethic,” said 
head football coach Ernie Bojrab. 
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-JUNIOR LINEBACKER/ 
FULLBACK TY FOMBY 
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Bruin football improving 
despite slow start with tough 
rivals; Beer, Brown lead 


MICHAEL haynes 


The sounds of players chatting, slamming 
lockers and cleats on the floor can all be 
heard inside the locker room. 

After changing, the team then heads 
outside for practice. The team throws and 
kicks a football around while waiting for 
Bojrab. When the coach arrives it’s time for 
clapping. 

Clapping? 

The team claps to a beat chanting, 
“B-R-U-I-N-S.” 

Bojrab says the clapping is a tool to get 
the team focused mentally and get their 
spirit going. 

Junior Ty Fomby, who is a linebacker, 
fullback and team captain, said winning as a 
competitor motivates him. 

“T want to lead the team in tackles,” said 
Fomby. 

Senior team captain Donvelle Brown has a 
similar goal to Fomby’s. 

“T want to get over 100 tackles,” said 
Brown. 

He added that the Bruins have the “best 
defense in the SAC.” 

“The defense is pretty solid this year,” 
said senior running back and defensive back 
Tyler Spillner. 

Every Friday, the team has dinner before 
the game that night. Waiting for the setup 
of the food, Spillner intently reads a sport 
magazine and comments to friends about 
what is written inside. 

Brown and Spillner both say the offensive 
line is young this year and could use work. 

Senior quarterback Dan Beer said the 
team overall is playing better, but they need 
to put everything together for it to work. 

“T want to lead the area in passing and 
have a chance at winning sectionals,” 
said Beer. I have a lot of pressure on my 
shoulders to perform my best every night,” 
added Beer. 

Bojrab said the team needs to work 
on eliminating turnovers, fumbles and 
interceptions. He added that last year the 
team’s record was 5-5. Bojrab wants to beat 
that record this year and hopefully place 
higher in SAC. 


-HEAD FOOTBALL COACH ERNIE BOJRAB 


Price key to 
Bruin volleyball, 


now second in 
SAC 


SIRIUS WINE i Gil Seis 


unior Bailee Price is boosting the Bruin 
volleyball team to many victories already 
this season. The latest was a 25-25-25 SAC 
win over Elmhurst. 
The Bruins, led by Price, are hoping to 
continue their streak and stay at or very near 
the top in their conference. 


WB? How is the season going so far? 

BP: We started off rough, but now we’re 
getting better and working together more, 
We're bonding well. 

WB? How do you hope the season will be? 
Any goals? 

BP: Yes. I want us to win SAC and sectionals. 
WB? How do you think this season will be 
better than previous years? 

BP: The girls work really hard and we all 
want to win. 

WB? You're considered the top player this 
year. Does this affect your game at all? 

BP: I always want to do my best. The 
younger girls on the freshman team really 
look up to me so I try to be a good leader. 
WB? Do you feel pressured to always do 
well compared to other players or yourself 
in previous years? 

BP: Sometimes. When the coaches and stuff 
get on me, I just try to shake it off now. I just 
have to keep trying. 

WB? What position do you play and what 
do you do, mainly? 

BP: I’m an outside hitter. I hit the ball and 
attack it. 

WB? Are you good friends with your fellow 
teammates? 

BP: Yeah. We go to the club all the time 
together. We go out to eat sometimes, too. 
WB? What advice do you have for people 
hoping to try out next year? 

BP: Come to summer conditioning. It really 
helps. Also, try really hard. Be confident in 
yourself, and give 110 percent all of the time. 
WB? The Bruins recently defeated a rival 
school, Snider. How did you and the team 
feel after this win? 

BP: We had a team sleepover that night. Our 
coach used to coach at Luers, and they didn’t 
defeat Snider, so when we won it was a big 
deal for her. We were all really happy. 
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Watch out! Junior outside hitter Bailee Price gets 
ready for a kill during practice. The Bruins are now 
second in the SAC, with Price a key player. 


WB? What kinds of things do you expect 
from this season? 

BP: Hopefully we'll beat Dwenger and win 
SAC. We just need to work hard. 

WB? Do you have any rivals? 

BP: Yes. I have rivals on Dwenger’s team. A 
lot of them play on my travel team. We play 
them soon and I really want to beat them. 
WB? What upcoming game are you looking 
forward to most? 

BP: The Dwenger game. If we beat them, 
we'll be ranked number one. 

WB? Is the team like a family? How? 

BP: Yeah, we'll do anything for each other. 


-JUNIOR OUTSIDE HITTER 
BAILEE PRICE 
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After 99 years, Cubs 
pennant in reach 


Bruin hat curse? 
i I haven’t 
Lineup heard of any 
curse. The 
Chicago Cubs 


are doing so 
well that a curse 
isn’t even in my 
mind. 

Okay, so in 
1945, a Greek 
immigrant, Billy 
Sianis, bought 
two box seats 
for Game 4 of 


TEMUJIN the World Series 
in Chicago 

a against the 
Detroit Tigers. 


He decided to bring his pet goat, 
Murphy. The goat wore a blanket with a 
sign that read: “We got Detroit's goat.” 
Sianis and his goat were permitted into 
Wrigley Field and even paraded around 
the field until the ushers intervened. 

Before the end of the game, Sianis and 
goat were then ejected and he allegedly 
put a curse upon Wrigley Field. He then 
stated the Cubs would never again win 
a pennant or play in a World Series ever 
again. They lost World Series that year. 

To this very day, the Cubs have not 
won a pennant nor played in a World 
Series at home. They came close to 
playing in a series in ‘03, but due to fan 
interference they ended up losing the 
next four games to the Florida Marlins. 

Over the next three years, the Cubs 
have lost 96+ games and finished in 
fourth or last place. 

In recent years, many in the baseball 
world like to rip on the Cubs, saying they 
“suck” or the team drink should be called 
“Choke.” 

But not this year. In the '06 off- 
season, the Cubs hired former Mariner’s 
manager, Lou Piniella. His way of doing 
things (different from former manager 
Dusty Baker) was to make adjustments 
because he told you exactly how it is. 

The Cubs needed a coach like this 
because they needed to get the job done. 

Since school has started up, that means 
the pennant race has heated up and 
everyone including me will be watching 
the teams fight for a spot. I hope this year 
the Cubs can pull out a pennant and win 
a World Series. 
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Boys’ tennis nearly 
undefeated, 13-1 
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Senior captain Caleb Oren, in his third year on the 
boys’ tennis team, is again the Bruins’ top No. 1 
singles player. 


ed by captain senior Caleb Oren, the 

boys’ tennis team is leading the region 
with a near-perfect 13-1 record and aSAC 
conference record of 7-1. 

Oren is in his third season as the top No. 1 
singles player. His brother, junior Nate Oren, 
also is a top singles player, coming back 
after a 17-2 singles record last year when a 
sophomore. 

Last year, the Bruins went 17-2 overall, 
but were then defeated by Carroll, 3-2, in 
sectional play. But this season, they don’t 
seem to be settling for anything less than 
first in the SAC and perhaps beyond. 

“I think we definitely have a better chance 
to win sectionals this year,” said head coach 
Shane Crager. 

Juniors Matt Voght and Dan Coroian are 
also undefeated this season in No. 1 doubles 
play. 

The team’s only loss came in its last 
regular-season match, falling to Dwenger, 
4-1, 


Boys’ cross-country 
wins recent invites 


The boys’ cross-country team is 
dominating this year. According to the 
Indiana High School Cross-Country Coaches 
Poll, Northrop had a ranking at one point of 
18th. 

The Bruins also have won three recent 
invitational meets, including Prairie Heights, 
Elmhurst plus their host Bruin Invitational. 

Senior Sam Bird is the Bruin’s top runner 
this year. Last year he place 119th at state, 
and is hopeful to return this year. 
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Martinez to regional; 
girls’ golf sectional fifth 


Finishing as Northrop’s top girls’ golfer 
this season, senior Ana Martinez shot an 85 
in sectional play, good enough to advance to 
the East Noble regional. There she qualified, 
finishing with a score of 91. 

At sectionals, the entire team ended its 
season in fifth place with a team 397 strokes. 

Other sectional finishers included junior 
Kylee Wierks with a 91, senior Lisa Boester 
a 108, junior Abby Rondot 113 and junior 
Shelby Beck 117. 

“We talked and I said that we had the 
potential to do well and to compete in 
tournaments. We also practiced in the 
summer and everyone did well,” said head 
coach Dan Gibson. 

In dual matches this season, the girls’ golf 
team went 8-4. 


Girls’ soccer wins first 
Eagle Cup; SAC fourth 


The girls’ soccer team has had a pretty 
steady season. They are currently ranked 
fourth in the SAC. 

The Bruins also won their first-ever 
Eagle Cup, on Sept. 8, at the South Bend 
Adams Eagle Cup Classic in South Bend, 
Indiana. This was the first time in Northrop 
history the girls’ soccer team won the award 
presented by South Bend Adams High 
School. 

Back in Ft. Wayne, Northrop is also the 
only team in the city to score twice against 
Homestead, who is currently ranked fifth 
in the state. Top players for Northrop this 
season include senior Ashley Holt and junior 
Jamie Curtis. 


Two invitational sixths 
for girls’ cross-country 


The girls’ cross-country team is off toa 
good start this season, recently placing sixth 
at its host Bruin Invitational. 

At the West Noble Invitational, the Bruins 
finished sixth again while also outrunning 
Snider, 157-148, a big feat for the girls. 

For the rest of the season, the team is 
strongly focused on winning the SAC and 
hopefully sectionals. 
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Football, Bojrab to play 
up speed, size, talent 


The varsity football team has had a slow 
start this season, but head coach Ernie Bojrab 
is still hopeful. ; 

“Our hopes are by playoff time that we’re 
able to compete,” said Bojrab. 

One of the leaders in passing this year is 
quarterback Dan Beer. Linebacker Donvelle 
Brown is also a leader, but in tackles. 

Bojrab said of his players that they have 
good speed, size and are talented. The plan 
is to play that up for the rest of the season. 

He went on to say that the team is playing 
hard in every game, but just hasn’t come 
through as needed in times of adversity. 

“But I still think the team as a whole is 
improving each week,” said Bojrab. 


Price, Brown lead way 
for volleyball, kills 


With junior Bailee Price and senior Holly 
Brown leading the way in kills, the Bruin 
volleyball team is a team to beat this season. 

The Bruins recently lost to Dwenger in 
five games, serving them their first loss in 
SAC competition. 

But the loss to Dwenger didn’t dampen 
their spirits. 

“We started off rough this season, but 
now we’re getting a lot better,” said Price. 

The Bruins hope to work on what they 
need to fix, and then advance to and win 
outright the SAC and sectional. 


Boys’ soccer third in 
SAC, 26th in state 


The boys’ soccer team currently is third in 
the SAC, while also ranked 26" in the state. 

Another highlight included the recent 
defeat of Penn, 1-0. This was the first time 
Northrop beat the typically strong Penn. The 
boys also recently topped Dekalb, 4-3. 

The team’s top players this season include 
juniors Mark Weigand, Chris Fox and senior 
Jake Curtis. 


Almost Famous 


Senior rappers Banks, Newton enjoying recent 
musical success; rouse Bruin crowd at pep rally 


Po LIEnguyen 


“wr. Nation and D-Bank$ have multiple 

| original rap songs with over 1,000 plays 

on MySpace.com. Then they perform 
to a Northrop audience of over 2,000 at 

He Bruins’ recent homecoming pep rally. To 
some, it may be hard to believe, but to junior 
Jedaiah Newton and senior De’ Andre Banks, 
it’s only a hobby. 

“It’s definitely an interest, but I don’t 
want to go big. I don’t want it to really be 
a career. It’s more of an art and something 
fun to do,” said Newton, whose rap 
moniker is J. Nation. 

Banks, or D-Bank$ in the rap world, 
which he prefers, agreed whole-heartedly. 

“College is my main focus. If I blow 
up, it’ll happen, but right now it’s all 
about education,” said Banks. 

Newton and Banks started to get 
recognized when they got their start 
from the freshman orientation and the 
infamous song “NHS Anthem” where it 
is featured on their music page (www. 
myspace.com /nationmusic09). 

His songs along with the other people 
he does collaborations with, have already 
been circulating on MySpace, where it 
has received thousands of plays and is a 
favorite on some people’s myspaces. 

Freshmen already know of that and 
if not, they’ve at least heard of the song. 
How it all happened was that at the 
freshman orientation, former English 
teacher Amy Martone (now SLC site 
coordinator, including working with 
new freshmen blocks) asked Banks to 


“Il love 

music. I like 
to hear myself 
because I’m 
vain.” 


-JUNIOR JEDAIAH NEWTON 


write a song for the 
freshmen. He then 
asked Newton. 

“Martone asked 
me about it because 
people know that I 
rap so I was all like 
okay. I asked Jedaiah 
to hop on the track 
with me and the 
rest is history,” said 
Banks. 

Newton 
explained further, if 
“It’s basically just “Where them 4 
a welcoming to Bruins at?” 
the freshmen. Just »Pumping up a 
advice I guess. 

How I make my 
music is basically I 
produce in my own 
basement and I go 
to the computer for 
beats. It is still just a 
hobby though.” 

Hobby or not, 
Newton still takes 
rapping seriously. 
He is trying to work 
with an artist who 
has worked with Amanda Perez. 

“T’m trying to work with him and 
I don’t know, I heard of him from a 
connection with a plan. Hopefully I can 
get that going,” Newton said humbly. 

They both have their own projects 
going on. Each mixtape with a 
different sound. Banks is more of a 
“Midwestern mix with a New York vibe.” 
Newton is more detailed about his mixed 
tape called Construction. 

“Tt’s an introduction to the rap games. 
The songs go chronologically so you can 
see progression. The tape has no basis. 

I call it ‘Construction’ because I build 
myself up.” 

Their sound is also totally different. 
Banks has a sound that will make your 
mother blush with a sound that is hard to 
explain. Banks doesn’t explain his sound 
much because, he doesn’t want to be 
categorized. 

Newton’s sound is different. “I love 
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music, I like to hear myself because I’m 
vain,” Newton said jokingly. He then 
turns serious and said, “My first songs 
were about violence and stuff but then I 
cleaned it up. Rapping is now a passion 
for me.” 

J. Nation’s full-length album, 
Construction is set to be released on Sept. 
30. 

Their demos are available through 
them at no cost, just come up to them 
and ask. Maybe ask Banks to rap a song, 
which he’ll do whenever someone asks. 

Newton and Banks were then asked to 
perform at the pep rally on Friday, Aug. 
14. The gymnasium floor became flooded 
with J. Nation’s and D-Bank$ during their 
performance. Their performance met all 
of Newton’s expectations, even more than 
he thought it would. 

“Tt was great, such an experience. It 
was hype, crazy. It was really amazing 
having everyone cheer for you and 
congratulate you,” said Newton. 
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Aesop Rock 
disappoints with 
fifth, latest release 


JACOBcrowell 


None Shall Pass 
Aesop Rock 


esop 

Rock 
has hit rock 
bottom with 
None Shall 
Pass. 


The 
album is 
ne A Fs ee 
rhyming 


lyrics, but 
the lyrics either 
don’t make 
any sense, or they are very boring. It 
sounds like he just picked out words 
that rhyme and tried to make them 
make sense. 

In the last song on the album, 
called “Coffee” he continually “we 
don’t need no walkie talkies.” What 
do walkie talkies have to do with 
coffee? It makes no sense. 

Every song starts out with an okay 
intro but then quickly falls apart. 
Once the intro ends the same boring 
stuff is heard over and over again. 

There are no accented words 
through the song, just the same voice 
spitting out boring lyrics. There is 
no energy or emotion in their music. 
Maybe they were falling asleep too. 

This album featured 14 songs, 
all of which do not come close to 
interesting. 

This CD is basically a boring 
collection of songs, the best part 
about this CD would have to be 
when Rob Sonic is rapping. He is 
much better than Aesop. 


This album is not worth buying, or 


listening to. D- 


Zombie’s 
Halloween gorier, 
less suspenseful 


LEM OD TNs ery 


Halloween 
Rob Zombie, director 


| eas and writer, Rob 
Zombie, of the new Halloween, 


took a shot at remaking the famous 
John Carpenter ‘70s originial 
version. 

The first half of the movie is 
spent with young Michael Myers 
(Daeg Faerch). The next half is spent 
with an older Myers terrorizing 
three teenagers on Halloween. 

Young Myers is found in his 
room dissecting a rat, while his 
mother (Sheri Moon Zombie) fights 
with Ronnie (William Forsythe) and 
older sister (Hanna Hall). 

His personal life isn’t pleasant 
at all. He is picked on and always 
tormented. Myers decides to stop 
killing animals, and instead kill 
people. 

Seventeen years later the movie 
reopens to another Halloween 
night. The older Myers (Tyler Mane) 
escapes from the asylum and heads 
back home. This is where Zombie's 
storyline picks up from the 1978 
original. 

You will find that he has tweaked 
some of the original elements in 
an interesting way. In contrast to 
Carpenter, Zombie spills quite a bit 
of blood. Not to say he is gratuitous, 
but he’s not scared to show the 
damage Myers caused. 

The original and the remake need to 
stand alone and apart. 

There is no way this movie could 
scare and surprise people like the 
original did. If you are the blood- 
and-guts kind, then Halloween is 
right up your alley. B+ 


Oct. 12 


Elizabeth: The 
Golden Age 


Oct. 5 


Feel the Noise 
The Heartbreak 


Oct. 19 Oct. 26 


30 Days of Night | Dan in Real Life 

The Comebacks | Saw lV 

Gone Baby The Signal 

The Seeker: The | We Own the Gone Run, Fat Boy, 
Dark is Rising | Night Rendition Run 


Feast of Love 
hie The Game Plan 


movies 


The Kingdom Kid Rogue 


December Boys 
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Chance of election slim for Kelty FACT 


STAFF 


att Kelty has definitely 

hindered his chances of 

election for Ft. Wayne’s 

next mayor. (The 
election is November.) He is now 
facing a total of nine criminal counts. 
These include seven felonies and 
two misdemeanors. 

“Tam wrongly accused and Iam 
innocent,” said Kelty, in reported 
statements. He also stated that all 
his campaign financial reports have 
been filed correctly. 

Kelty added in other statements, 
“Tam not a quitter. I will not back 
down.” He also said that only one 
side of the story has been told and 
when he gets a chance to tell his side 
he will not be exonorated again. 

According to Kelty’s website, he 
is blaming the indictments on the 
democratic party, especially Andy 
Downs, the only democratic member 
of the Allen County election board 
to vote 2-1 in a party-line vote, 
not to forward Kelty’s case to the 
prosecutor. 

The local republican party is 
already largely criticized for the bad 
decisions that they have made in the 
past. One staff member thinks that 
Ft. Wayne does and will continue to 
have a bad image of Republicans. 

Some of the staff believes that this 
will further damage the way that the 
Republican Party is viewed. 

Some staff members also say that 
one person running for mayor in 
Fort Wayne, a relatively small town, 
will not have a huge impact on the 
republican party as a whole. 

With Kelty facing seven felony 
charges for perjury, this will 
probably give the democratic party a 
definite advantage over Kelty. 

Most of the What’s Bruin? staff 
agrees that Kelty’s chances of being 
elected for mayor are most likely 
going to be reduced as a result of 


these nine charges, but one member 
thinks he may have a better chance 
of being elected in future elections. 

One staff member says that he 
will not have a chance of being 
elected at all, for this election and 
for future elections for any political 
position. 

The staff also agrees that if Kelty 
is elected, people will probably not 
trust him very well. 

One member thinks that he will 
be found guilty of the charges that 
he has received. 

Tom Henry, the democratic 
candidate for Ft. Wayne mayor, 
has had a strong steady campaign, 
and has no arrests. Furthermore, 
there have been no problems with 
his campaign money, and he is not 
facing any criminal counts. 

Most staff agree that Tom Henry 
will most likely win this election. For 
Matt Kelty then, hopefully he will 
have a stronger campaign if he runs 
again in the future. 
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“The staff 
versus 
student 
volleyball 
game.” 


-SENIOR 
JAMARKUS MCCLOUD 


“Carribean “Pajama 
Day.” Day.” 


-SOPHOMORE -JUNIOR 
TROY BOUWSMA KRISTINA LUDE 


session, 
and the 
game 
also.” 


-ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
CHERYL STRADER 


favorite 
home- 
coming 


-FRESHMAN 
THANH HOANG 


event? 


Alternative fuels needed, but not worth it yet 


hink about this. Indiana now has the 
largest biodiesel plant in the world. 

Okay, many great things can come 
out of this. There will be more jobs, a 
better economy and possibly cheaper 
gas, if you have a vehicle that can use 
biodiesel fuel of course. 

Here’s the problem though. First, you 
need to spend the money to buy the 
biodiesel compatible car. Sure, anybody 
can buy one of those, but they just have 
to make payments for their entire life. 

A biodiesel car is between 
$20,000 and $60,000 according to 
GreenFuelPower online, an alternative 
fuel source site. Experts say the price of 
biodiesel fuel is lowering all the time. 
Maybe it is, maybe it isn’t. 

Do the math. Buy a $40,000 car and 
save approximately 50 cents on gas each 
time you fill up. 

Cars usually get filled up once a 
week. At 50 cents of savings per fill up 
with 52 weeks in a year that’s $26 saved 
per year. 

Now, a car will last 25 years, give or 
take a few years. 25 multiplied by $26 is 
a total of $650 worth of savings. 

(Read this next sentence in a sarcastic 
voice.) That is a huge amount of 
savings. 

So, instead of saving money like 
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everyone says, 
people are actually 
losing $39,350. 

If the deal is to 
save money with 
these types of cars, 
then it doesn’t 
really work. But 
if the deal is to 
help save the 
environment, that 
might work. 

Hydroelectric 
cars are definitely 
environmentally 
friendly. The cars 
use water to make 
electricity. That’s 
pretty cool, except 
the cars are very 
costly. 

There are also fuel additives one can 
use, such as vegetable oil. A car just 
can’t have vegetable oil put in it. The 
person has to pay for a professional 
engine conversion. That can also be very 
costly. 

Acoording to MSNBC online, a man 
named Robert Tomey uses McDonald’s 
French fry grease to fuel his car. 

Tomey probably spent a lot of money 
on his engine conversion. 


Truth 
Be 
Told 


MICHAEL 
haynes 
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If Tomey did the engine conversion 
himself, he probably saved some 
cash. Most of us aren’t able to put in 
an engine conversion to save money 
unfortunately. 

Hybrid cars are getting more and 
more popular by the second. That’s 
probably because of the roughly 36 
miles per gallon it receives. While 
this may save the consumer money, 
SmartMoney magazine online says that 
the values of hybrids depreciate quickly 
since newer technology is always being 
added into the hybrids. 

Get an expensive, brand-new 
hybrid and the next year it will be old 
technology and money will have been 
wasted. 

It is impossible to save money or 
be environmental with fuel. For now, 
people should just keep on getting the 
regular unleaded fuel and leave it at 
that. 

The only time biodiesel cars, 
hydroelectric cars or vegetable oil 
additives should even be considered is 
if that is the only type of car that the car 
companies make. 

Be glad that the companies are trying 
to be more environmental friendly, but 
it’s not working yet. Maybe someday. 


JULIEnguyen 


Leta Another mandatory rule that 
the administration has set on us that 
Bruins have once again rebelled against. 
With an orange necklace, ‘Northrop High 
School’ boldly emblazoned across it, a 
breakaway to discourage choking between 
students during rowdy fights and completed 
with a student I.D. attached to the end of 

it with the theory to make daily school life 
much easier. 

Such as checking out books, standing in 
the lunch line without being sent back and 
getting pieces of candy from the random 
visits teachers make in the hallway or in 
classrooms. 

For the Bruins, they get to be part of the 
silent suffering teachers have been through 
for so long already. But the question is why, 
and why now. 

The answer is in a series of answers. 


bro 


CON 


MICHAELhaynes 


onestly, wearing the newly required 
lanyards isn’t worth it. 

Northrop has lasted all these years 
without having to wear them and all of a 
sudden it’s required. 

It doesn’t make any sense. 

Look around. Almost nobody wears the 
lanyards anyway. Students did fine last 
year without wearing the lanyards. And 
those same students are doing fine this year 
because they still don’t wear them. 

During the first week of school, 
administration came around with candy 
and gave it to those who were wearing the 
lanyards. The candy was a good idea, but the 
bribery didn’t work. 

In order for the lanyards to work at all, 
administration needs to really enforce 
it. Discipline is key. Otherwise, nothing will 
happen that will make students wear the 
lanyards. 


Security reasons are also a big factor in this. 
It’s also a huge issue about liability and 
safety measures, which is why teachers and 
administrators have been pushing it. 

Assistant principal Kevin Damerell is the 
first to point this out. An administrator in 
the school who regularly can be seen telling 
a wayward student to put the multipurpose 
lanyard on, says that there are a multitude 
of reasons why the lanyards are better. There 
are only three big reasons that stand out. 

Reason one. They can make the day faster 
and with more speed than last year. Problem 
is, students don’t ever really wear their 
lanyards and favor sticking it in their purse 
or pocket and most people prefer punching 
in their lunch code as opposed to swiping 
the ID. at the lunch line anyway. 

Reason two. Identity purposes. It is to 
stop Bruins from bringing in students who 


Just yelling at students to wear the 
lanyards is not going to work. They will 
put it on and then take it off as soon as 
administration isn’t looking. 

The lanyards are also a hazard. Choking 
can occur more easily than ever. Some 
students in high school are just immature 
and they see the lanyard and automatically 
think that they can choke someone with it. 

It’s bad, but that’s life. Fixing the problem 
is easy and simple: don’t wear the lanyards 
in the first place. 

On the other hand, the lanyards are for 
security purposes, in which case the lanyards 
might serve some use. But since nobody’s 
wearing the lanyards, it doesn’t matter. 

Last year, there were some problems with 
people in the building that weren’t exactly 
Northrop students. 

It is then easy to understand why 
administration thought of the lanyard idea. 
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aren't registered in school. There were a few 
cases last year of Bruins bringing in students 
that the teachers didn’t catch. 

Reason three. Do it or the consequences 
will be more serious than sending people 
to the back of the lunch line or not being 
able to check out books. It will start with 
community service and gradually progress 
to more serious consequences and may 
potentially get worse. 

Students see no point in wearing them. 
Girls complain about how the lanyards clash 
with their clothes, guys are complaining 
about the actual idea of the lanyard and the 
stupidity of it all. 

Basically, bottom line is just wear the 
lanyard. It makes it easier. The teachers don’t 
get sore throats from screaming so much and 
the students don’t get in much trouble. 

It can’t get simpler than that. 
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It is for security purposes. 

If someone that isn’t a Northrop student 
or faculty member is determined enough to 
get into the building, they will. 

There are two scenarios. The first is what 
is happening already. Most students don’t 
wear the lanyards so it is very easy for 
someone to slip past the radar, undetected, 
because the lanyards aren’t being worn. 

The second scenario is if everyone in fact 
does wear the lanyards. If someone wants to 
get in, nothing is really stopping them. They 
can just lie and say they forgot their lanyard 
that day and go from there. This will be 
harder for them, but not impossible. 

The lanyards are just a waste of time and 
money. Students just don’t like them. If not 
wearing the lanyards isn’t going to have 
more severe punishment, there is really no 
reason why students should wear them. 


FORUM / 15 


VW: 


WHAT'S BRUIN? 
a 


STILL NEED 
TO BUY AN ‘07-’08 wcll ers 


Sortusscroowme | | NOW ALL-COLOR! 


JUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING -Rates for COLOR and black-and-white ads 
~-THEN SEND CHECK OR CASH TO: available by calling 467-2370 anytime 
-20-30% DISCOUNTS also available for advertising 
NORTHROP YEARBOOK 


7001 COLDWATER RD. in multiple issues 
FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 -PROMOTE YOUR ORGANIZATION TODAY! 


~OR~ 


BRING TO ROOM D111 BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL 


NAME: (JI v : 
Home of the Bruins for 


GRADE: 


ee aii 
_____$55--BASIC BOOK (ALL BOOKS ALL-COLOR!!) Sy ENIOR PORK / mt q} 7S 
____ADD $5--WITH FRONT COVER NAME ENGRAVING Great Luality - KLeasouable packages 


ADD $2--WITH PROTECTIVE PLASTIC COVER Check us out on the web. 
GRAND TOTAL h 


oto.com 


~CHECKS PAYABLE TO NORTHROP YEARBOOK = f 
~ORDER CONFIRMATION WILL BE SENT AFTER PAYMENT RECEIVED ; XS ie 5. 


SO Tokens - $10.00 
all day Tuesdays 


1414 Northland Blvd. Behind Hires on Lima Rd. Home of the 


Fort Wayne, In. 46825 HoT 7.9 
een Farty 
A90-BOWL (2695) 


HAT’S BRUIN? 


WW: 


ORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
OCT. 


i ag 
@ & 
a 


. | 


2/ NEWS 


~ NEWS 


COVER PHOTO OF JUNIOR ASHLEY HELLAND 
BY ELIZABETH WARD 


MICHAELhaynes 
editor-in-chief 

cover editor 

opinion columnist 
reporter 

ad manager 


OEE nS ulvem 
news editor 
reporter 


RST TN emer set 
insight editor 
reporter 


TEMUJINsery 
sports editor 

sports columnist 
reporter 


MATTjackson 
premiere editor 
entertainment columnist 
reporter 


JACOBcrowell 
forum editor 
reporter 


DANIELfickenscher 
editorial cartoonist 
staff artist 


COREYvenable 
chief photographer 


KAITLINfarrell 
MALINDAgunkel 
MIRANDAhargis 
DANIELrobison 
ELIZABETHward 
photographers 


PETEbaney 
adviser 


BARBahlersmeyer 
principal 


What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 
located at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. It is printed by Craftline 
Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob 
Miller serving as representative. 


Rates for color and black-and-white 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 
anytime. Discounts are also available for 
advertising in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 
Northrop students and faculty. Any 
columns, or opinions in the Forum 
section, belong solely to said writers, or 
staff in cases of staff editorials. 


Letters to the editor are also encouraged 
and accepted. Letters must be signed 
with name and grade for verification, 
then submitted to Room D111. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any 
malicious comments aimed directly or 
indirectly at individuals. We also reserve 
the right to edit, if needed, for space and 
appropriateness 


ISTEP+ jumps to spring, 
starting ‘08-’09 


As Gov. Mitch Daniels, state 
Department of Education 
officially move ISTEP+ to spring, 


Northrop principal, Bruins 
sound off 


MATTjackson 


he ISTEP test was first created as a spring test 
in 1987, it was then switched to the fall in 1996 
and has been kept that way since. 

ISTEP will be moved back to the spring 
statewide in 2009. 

According to the TheStarPress.com, A deal is 
also being negotiated between the tests producers 
and the Board of Education, which would lower 
the price of the tests from about $31 million this 
year to $29.5 million the following two years. 

The price of the test would then be lowered to 


$28.5 the third and fourth years following the shift. 


The idea is that students will be more prepared 
for the test later in the year than in the fall. 

“I think that moving the test to the spring will 
help test scores,” said principal Barb Ahlersmeyer. 

“It will especially in the block 4 system where 
it could be a full year between when a student has 
math and English,” said Ahlersmeyer . 

Governor Mitch Daniels believes that this will 
enable schools to start around Labor Day because 


“Having the ISTEP in 
the spring will be both 
beneficial and 
detrimental. It’s good 
because we need the 
extra time to review, but 
at the end of the year 
students will want to 
slack.” 


-SENIOR RENEE EARLEY 
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“| think it’s garbage. 
’ll forget everything 
by the end of 

the year.” 


-FRESHMAN JORDAN ZIEG 


there will be no need to cram for ISTEP. 

“Having the ISTEP in the spring will be both 
beneficial and detrimental. It’s good because the 
extra time to review, but at the end of the year 
students want to slack,” said senior Renee Earley. 

According to The Indianapolis Star, The ISTEP 
in 2009 will feature an open-ended test in early 
march and a multiple-choice test will be given in 
late April. 

An overwhelming 75 percent of Hoosiers that 
were surveyed about the ISTEP test being moved 
supported the switch to the fall, while only 12 
percent thought that the ISTEP should continue 
being conducted in the beginning of the year. 

The lower cost of the test will also save tax 
payers money. 

Opponents of moving the test say that if 
the ISTEP is conducted in the fall, appropriate 
remediation can be given to the students that need 
it throughout the year. 

“I think it’s garbage,” said freshman Jordan 
Zieg. “I'll forget everything by the end of the year.” 

Another argument is that testing in the spring 
is just a measure of how much the student learned 
in the span of a school year; whereas, testing in 
the fall shows whether or not the information has 
stuck with the student through the previous year. 


“| think that 
moving the test 
to the spring 
will help test 
scores.” 


-PRINCIPAL BARB AHLERSMEYER 


New head band director Witzigreuter leads BOP 


) COVE uy ern 


he BOP (Big Orange Pride) 

season is over and with 

that, a good season headed 
by Jason Witzigreuter, the new 
band director having a year 
under his belt for BOP. 

In the Homestead invitational 
however, disaster did strike 
when the temperature spiked 
near the high 90s. 

This incident caused 18 
members and many other band 
members to be hospitalized due 
to the overwhelming heat. 

Witzigreuter aimed for fifth 
or higher at the regionals but 
instead placed tenth. 

Witzigreuter shrugs it off 
with a what-happens-happens 
attitude. 

“Tt was okay. I mean the kids 
did a good job. We wanted them 
to have the best show when 
they walked off that field. The 
judge placed them in tenth. I 
think we could’ve done higher 
but nothing could’ve been done 
about the judging.” 

Because of not being able to 
advance to regionals at the five 
and higher cut-off placing, the 
BOP season is over and BOP 
did have some outstanding 
achievements this year to 
mention. 

“We placed first in two 
contests and tied for second at 
one of them. We also did well 
in all of the other ones. The 
students really gave a great 


“It was a good 
year. The kids 
were excellent 
and the parents 
and the school 
were great.” 


-NEW BOP DIRECTOR 
JASON WITZIGREUTER 


performance.” 

As the first year for 
Witzigreuter and being relatively 
new, he did feel that this was 
a good year overall given 
everything they’ve done. 

“It was a great year. The 
kids were excellent. The parents 
and school were good and 
welcoming.” 

Witzigreuter has a no-regrets 
motto, made apparent by his 
decision that if he could go back 
and change anything from this 
year, he most likely wouldn't. 

“T wouldn’t. We did our best. 
I’m very proud of the students 
for all of their hard work and 
what they accomplish this year.’ 

He also has an aspiration 
or a goal for next year for BOP 
already. 

“T hope to make it to the state 
finals next year. I don’t have any 
plans or ideas for it, not yet at 
least.” 


KAITLIN FARRELL 


uf 


KAITLIN FARRELL 


Bojrab announces head football retirement; now official 


MICHAELhaynes 


Head football coach Ernie Bojrab 


Northrop before he 


is stepping down as he decide to into 
retirement. 

“Two circumstances have changed at 
home that require more of my time,” said 
Bojrab. 

Bojrab said he has enjoyed his position in 
his four years as head coach and 15 years as 
assistant coach prior to that. 

“This position was my dream job. It was a 
position to lead at my own alma mater,” said 
Bojrab. 

Bojrab played football for two years at 


Bojrab 
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got his job teaching 
here. 

Looking back, 
Bojrab thinks about 
former players that 
have gone on to 
play football at the 
college level. 

“It gives 
me a sense of 
accomplishment that 
they are going onto 


the next level,” said Bojrab. 

Not only does he feel proud to see players 
go on to play football, but he’s proud of the 
players going to school for their education. 

Which is what Bojrab said is his one 
of his most proudest moment as being a 
Northrop football coach for the Bruins 
football players and team itself overall. 

Though Bojrab’s all-time record with 
the Bruins is 14-27, he has still had a good 
season and has won a few titles since he was 
first employed. Although Bojrab is retiring 
from head coach, he will continue to teach. 
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Bruins join northeast 
Indiana, walk for 
breast cancer cure 


owntown Ft. Wayne was filled 
1) with people eager to raise money 

for lifesaving research that can be 
conducted against this deadly disease on 
October 6. 

This was the 10" annual Walk for Breast 
Cancer at Headwaters Park. 3,674 northeast 
Indiana residents walked to raise $257,878 
against breast cancer. 

Many of the people that were in the walk 
for breast cancer had either had breast cancer 
and survived, or they were very close to 
someone who had either died from breast 
cancer, or they themselves survived it. 

The walk was not just about raising 
money for breast cancer, it was also a time 
to gather around to celebrate breast cancer 
survivors, and to educate woman about the 
importance of early detection and preventive 
methods. 

Junior Kiley Vorndran, who is a member 
of National Honor Society and who 
participated in the walk said, “I just got all 
the money I could raise, I didn’t really push 
people to contribute, If they had the money 
to give, then that was fine.” 

There was no goal or amount of money 
that the people wanted to raise, they just 
tried to get as many people as they could to 
participate in the breast cancer walk, and to 
try to raise a lot of money, and it worked. 

Some preventive methods, or early 
detection methods that can be used against 
breast cancer are doing self examinations, 
yearly screenings, and staying away from 
things that are known to contribute to breast 
cancer. 


Therapy dogs help 
special-needs Bruins 


Northrop’s special education department 
has had therapy dogs for two to three years 
now, but as of recently, three new dogs now 
make Northrop a regular stop on Tuesdays. 

The dogs, named Lucy, Murdock and 
sometimes Phil, help the special-education 
class led by teacher Ivy Harrison every other 
Tuesday at 1 p.m. 

“They’re here to give the kids something 
to do,” said Harrison. 

Northrop is the only school in the FWCS 
district to have the dogs. 

“It stimulates the kids’ minds and also 
the dogs’ minds. It’s a calming influence on 
the kids,” said Harrison. 
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Journalism takes state 
honors; Baney elected 


At the recent state convention for the 
Indiana High School Press Association 
(IHSPA) in Franklin, Indiana, yearbook, 
What's Bruin? and journalism photo team 
members took part in on-site contests. 

Junior Daniel Fickenscher placed second 
in editorial cartooning, drawing on the 
topic of media, government and the First 
Amendment. Junior Corey Venable also 
received honorable mention in the sports 
photography division. 

“I was happy that I achieved one of my 
goals for this year, because that’s one of the 
main things I wanted to do,” said Venable. 

At the convention, journalism adviser 
Pete Baney also was nominated and voted 
in as anew member of the IHSPA executive 
board. The nominations and votes came 
from other advisers from across Indiana. 


Northrop welcomes 
Duncan, new nurse 


The staff and students welcome Tina 
Duncan to the Northrop staff as the new 
Northrop school nurse. 

She came to Northrop from working at 
the Park Center with severely ill adults. 
What drove her to be a nurse and school 
nurse for that matter, is that it put her on 
the same schedule as her family which is 
something that she really enjoys and is in 
favor of. 

“Yes I do like my job. I like my job 
because I have children in school and the 
schedule I am on and they are on are the 
same.” 

She said she chose to come to Northrop 
because she likes to be busy and Northrop is 
a busy place. 

Furthermore, despite working with ill 
students that come through the school’s 
clinic, Duncan said she also likes her stay 
at Northrop so far because there are a lot of 
activities for students to do here. 


Alice in Wonderland 
semi-formal theme 


The theme for this year’s Semi-formal is 
Alice in Wonderland. The theme was de- 
cided by the seniors of Student Council. 

Last year’s theme was A Night Out In 
Paris. The cost for a single ticket is $10 and 
for a couple it is $15. 

Semi-formal will be Nov. 4 held in 
Northrop commons and cafeteria. It will 
begin at 8 p.m. and end at 11 p.m. 
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Charisma hosts middle- 
school workshops 


Northrop’s Charisma show choir hosted 
its annual middle-school workshop on Oct. 
26-27. : 

At the workshop, Northrop students 
designed choreography for two songs for 
each middle-school grade. 

Grades fifth through eighth all take part 
in the workshop, with fifth and sixth graders 
also combined into one big group. 

Students currently in middle-school show 
choirs also got to see what high school show 
choirs are like. 

After spending two days learning the 
two dances, each grade performed their two 
songs, followed by Charisma performing 
their current show. 

“It’s a lot of fun and all of the kids 
really seem to like it,” said junior Charisma 
member Crystal Liang. 


Interact taking donations 
for Canstruction, more 


Interact, headed this year by senior 
and junior co-captains Ross Bercot and 
Max Alexander, are now taking financial 
donations for it Canstruction project. 

The project has club members use 
donated money to buy cans to build a 
structure out of the cans. 

Interact is also now collecting staple 
food items or small toys to use in the filling 
of Christmas shoeboxes. Club members 
have brought in the shoeboxes that now 
need filled with liquid health and hygiene 
products, toys, school supplies, and other 
necessities to be sent overseas to third-world 
countries for Christmas. Any donations can 
be brought to any Northrop teacher, who 
then should hand them over to Interact 
sponsor Al Huth. 

There are no grade requirements or 
mandatory hours to join Interact. The club 
meets Mondays after school in Huth’s room, 
E204. 


New Y-BOT robot club 
kicks off with fundraiser 


Northrop’s newest club, Y-BOT robot club 
is selling Krispy Kreme partnership cards 
for fundraising. The profits will go to buy 
robot kits and spare parts. The cards are $10 
a piece. Use it to buy any dozen doughnuts, 
then get one dozen free of glazed doughnuts. 

If interested, a student has to buy dough- 
nuts at the store Jefferson Pointe Krispy 
Kreme store. Also, contact sponsor Ken 
McKillip for more information. 


MICHAELhaynes 
pULIEnguyen 


DARK 


One Bruin victim, 
one prankster 

tell what it’s like 

to be on each side of 
an unexpected prank 


#-E PEOPLE THAT ARE THE VICTINS OF IT ARE 
SHOCKED, THHEY WAKE UP THHE MEXT MORING, WOT 
EXPECTING MUCH, THE SEE THEIR LA DECORATED 


I MASHED POTATOES, STRIPES OF WHTE TOILET 
PAPER 4LWGiG Owl FROM TREES, OR FORKS 
DEEPLY EMBEDDED I THEIR YARDS. PLUS AYTIIG 
ELSE THAT MSCHHEVOUS TEBIAGERS WITH TIME OW 
THEIR 44AlI>S COULD THI OF DONG, 
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epee 


Junior Zach Anderson is the person 
behind pranks like these at times. 

Most of the time, he says, he just pranks 
whenever he can, and sometimes his pranks 
are completely spur of the moment. 

“Some of these pranks that I do I think of 
right that minute or ten minutes in advance,” 
said Anderson. 

But, on the other side of the story is junior 
Ashley Helland. 

One night her freshman year, Helland’s 
yard was forked and her trees were teepeed. 

This was done all in the same night by her 
boyfriend, at the time, and his friends. 

“He pretty much got every single tree. 
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There was toilet paper everywhere,” said 
Helland. 

She said with a laugh that he was really 
bad at teepeeing because there were about 
68 rolls of toilet paper left over. 

He also stuck plastic forks in Helland’s 
yard. 

“Tt took about an hour to clean up all 
the forks,” said Helland. 

“Tf you weren't careful, the forks would 
break and you'd have to dig them out.” 

She said there were over a thousand 
forks in her yard. 

Helland never actually saw her 
boyfriend do the prank, but she said that 
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she knew he did it because he was the only 
one at the time who knew where she lived. 

The next day, her father made her get up 
at six in the morning to clean up the mess. 

“My dad wasn’t angry; he just laughed,” 
said Helland. “I never knew how hard it was 
to get forks out of your lawn.” 

Many pranksters at Northrop, such as 
Anderson and Helland’s boyfriend, love the 
whole vandalism concept, and Anderson 
says that he never feels bad about pulling 
pranks on people. 

“I feel good about them. They’re funny 
and entertaining,” he said. 

But, Helland says that pranks can go 
too far when the pranks start to vandalize 
people’s property. 

“A week after teepeeing and forking my 
yard, [my boyfriend at the time] put crickets 
in my car and then egged my car. That’s 
when we broke up,” said Helland. 

There were about 500 crickets in her 
trunk. Some started to smell since they were 
dying. 

“Tt smelled like dead worms and crickets 
in my trunk,” said Helland. 

She tried to catch the living crickets, but 
couldn’t catch them all. Then, she had to 
sweep up all of the dead ones. 

Helland also said the pranksters also put 
Vaseline on her car door handle. 

“Pranks are used mostly to get revenge 
on people,” said Helland. 

She also says she does pranks herself. 

When she does pranks, she signs them 
somehow so that her people she pranks 
know that she did it. 

She usually gets a poster board and writes 
things on it and then in really small letters, 
writes her name on it. 

Helland does her pranks mostly outside 


“It 

smelled 
like dead 
worms and 
crickets in 
my trunk.” 


-JUNIOR ASHLEY HELLAND, REFERRING TO 
ANOTHER PRANK PULLED BY HER BOYFRIEND 
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“| plan some of my pranks 
because they’re funnier that way. | 
can think about it for a long time, 
and I can find out more ideas. 

It gets my ticker working.” 


-JUNIOR ZACH ANDERSON 


of school, but Anderson loves in-school jokes 
the best. 

One of his most memorable jokes is 
ripping off his shirt in class when a teacher 
made him angry. 

“T think jokes are funnier in school. I don’t 
care about the consequences because I think 
it’s funny and I'll do any pranks that I find 
appealing.” 

His pranks are performed mostly at his 
friends’ houses. The ones that he likes the 
best are the ones that he says were the most 
amusing to him. 

“One time I was at my girlfriend’s 
house and I glued quarters everywhere and I 
super glued her lotion down.” 

Anderson says he doesn’t consider the 
victims of his pranks at all. He also said he 
puts how he feels about the prank above the 
feelings of the person he’s pranking. 

“One time when I was at a party, my 
friend’s parents were gone and I took salsa 
and put it all over my friend’s mom’s bed 
and she slept in it and didn’t know. It was so 
funny.” 

Anderson says he doesn’t usually plan 
pranks out that much. But, when he does 
plan them, he hopes that they will be more 
entertaining than thought-up-right-that- 
second jokes. 

“T planned the one where I ripped off my 
shirt. I actually planned that a few weeks in 
advance. 

“T plan some of my pranks because 
they’re funnier that way. I can think about 
it for a long time and I can find out more 
ideas. It gets my ticker working,” Anderson 
explained. 

He also said that he doesn’t feel much 
empathy towards the people he pranks and 
he doesn’t exactly downplay his pranks for 
the feelings of others. 

“I know I go too far in pranks. | think it’s 
funnier if I go all the way though.” 
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SERVING: 


POSSIBILITIES 


Boys’ tennis sectional champs, 


“We weren't really 
respected even though 
in the last two years 
we’ve had a record of 
36-4.” 


MATTjackson regional runners-up; best in 15 years 


“We did so well this season mainly 
because Matt (Voght, center) and | put 
so much work into it and we've both been 
playing together for a long time,” said 
Coroian (left). The Bruins went 19-2, won 
the SAC and beyond. 
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Heads up: Junior Sean 
Ward awaits for the 
ball to drop. 

Middle, Junior Nate 
Oren defeated his 
sectional final oppo- 


nent this year, 6-2, 6-0. 


Top, Senior team 
captain Caleb Oren 
led the Bruins as 
the team’s top No. 1 
singles players. 
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-HEAD COACH SHANE CRAGER 


he boys’ tennis team agreed 

they have been disrespected 

the last several seasons by 

other teams and the press. 
But then they topped rival South Side 
twice and won the sectional. 

“After our first win against South 
Side this season, a lot of people just 
thought of it as a fluke. But after we 
beat them twice, you really can’t say 
that,” said coach Shane Crager. 

Northrop went 19-2 in the season, 
won the SAC title for the first time 
in 15 years, and made it to the final 
round of regionals. 

“We weren't really respected even 
though in the last two years we’ve 
had a record of 36-4,” said Crager. 

In the eyes of many sports 
reporters and tennis players, South 
Side (the ‘05 regional winner) was a 
favorite to win over Northrop in both 
of scheduled matches this season. 
Dwenger, too, was predicted by some 
to stop the Bruins. 

“South Side and Dwenger are our 
two biggest rivals, and it really felt 
good the second time we beat South 
Side,” said junior Dan Coroian. 

Junior Matt Voght and Coroian led 
the team in doubles play and had one 
of the best records in the city with 
19-2. 

“We did so well mainly because 
Matt and I put so much work into it, 
and we’ve been playing together for 
a long time,” said Coroian. 

After topping Snider, 5-0, then 
Carroll, 4-1, to win the sectional, 
Northrop moved on but eventually 
fell 5-0 to a state-ranked Westview in 
the regional final. 

“I think we can be even better than 
we were this year, but it all matters 
on how much everyone practices 
in the off season, and how hard 
everyone works,” said Voght. 

Now after having its strongest 
season in 15 years, plus most of its 
top players back next year, the future 
continues to look good for the Bruins. 

“T think we have a very strong 
chance of going back to regionals and 
winning it next year,” said Crager. 


Fox leads SAC goalies; Bruins end 9-4-1 


JACOBcrowell|l 


unior Chris Fox was recently named 
first- team All-SAC this year as a top area 
goalie. 

Fox also led the SAC in saves, further 
proving his top goalie status in the SAC 
while also helping the Northrop boys’ soccer 
team win nine games this season. 


WB? What was your proudest moment as a 
soccer player? 

CF: It was beating Canterbury for the first 
time. 

WB? Are you planning on playing college 
or professional sports? Where? 

CF: I plan on playing college soccer. I 
haven't decided on a college yet. 


DANIEL ROBISON 


Not in my net! Mine! Junior Bruin goalie Chris Fox jumps for 


another save. Fox led the SAC in saved goals. 


WB? Do you play any other sports besides 
soccer? 

GE INo: 

WB? How good are you compared to other 
goalies in the SAC and state? 

CF: I think I’m pretty good. I won all the first 
team awards in the SAC. 

WB? How long have you been playing 
soccer? 

CF: Since I was six years old. 

WB? Is soccer your favorite sport? 

CF: Yes. Definitely. 

WB? Is goalie your favorite position? 
Gites: 

WB? Do you feel that the team has done 
well this season? 

CF: We surpassed our expectations and 
we're 9-4-1 this season. We did 
good even though we didn’t win 
at sectionals. 

WB? Do you go to soccer camps 
to improve your skills? 

CF: Yeah, usually over the 
summer I'll go to a goal keeper 
camp or two. 

WB? What was your favorite 
season? 

CF: The last few seasons at 
Northrop have been great, we 
won a lot of big games. 

WB? Is there anything that you 
think that the team needs to 
improve on? 

CF: Not taking opportunities for 
granted, and it just comes down 
to winning the big games. 

WB? Is there anything that you 
think that you want to or need 
to improve on? 

CF: I guess being more vocal 
with some of my teammates on 
the field. 


“We surpassed 
our expectations 
and were 9-4-1 
this season. 

We did well 

even though 

we didn’t win at 
sectional.” 


-JUNIOR GOALIE CHRIS FOX 
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Bojrab changed 
football course 


Bruin ie fociball 
= team gave 
Lineup their thanks to 


Ernie Bojrab 
by receiving 
its first win of 
the season by 
stomping over 
Elmhurst, 43- 
15. 

Everything 
fell into place 
and they all 
played as 
a team and 
made good 
things come 
of it. Earlier 
that week, 
Bojrab announced that he would not 
be returning as Northrop’s head coach 
next year due to personal reasons. This 
came as a shock to some people and to 
others they acted as if they knew it was 
coming. 

In Bojrab’s three years as head coach, 
the Bruins had a record of 12-19. Good 
things may not have been happening 
under him, but he did get things to start 
turning around. Initially, Bojrab’s goal 
was to beat last year’s record of 5-5 and 
have a winning season. 

The year didn’t start out so well 
for the team and him, and they lost a 
couple early close games right in a row. 
Doing things differently here and there 
could have changed the outcome of 
those games. But Bojrab also believed 
there’s more to improving than score 
alone. 

Northrop fans have may not have 
been into games this season due to 
the team’s record. Still many did back 
Bojrab and stayed supportive. 

For example, students were very 
supportive the week of homecoming 
due with the help of the Spirit Week 
pep rally. The atmosphere was really 
pumped up for the team and Bojrab. 
Everyone was ready to watch the 
Bruins take on the Cadets. 

The Bruins finally came through later 
in the season with a win over Elmhurst 
for fans and Bojrab. The team also a 
high 43 points, the most for the year. At 
15 points that game, students counted 
up to 15 and burst into a massive cheer. 
The team finally found its groove, and 
Bojrab was there to enjoy it. 
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Big Orange Pack to 
state; runner-up at 
semistate 


Senior Travis Strock (left) along with senior 
Andrew Piropato (right) run for their best times at 
semistate. 


he boys’ cross-country team 
couldn’t wait to get to state. But 
they did after a runner-up semistate 
finish. 

Senior Sam Bird led the way at semistate 
in third with a 15:58. Next and one minute 
back senior Andrew Piropato with a 16:38. 

At the West Noble regional, the Big 
Orange Pack was runner-up again with a 
team 69 points. Here, Bird ran a 16:12.77. 

Earlier in the season, Northrop also won 
four invitational meets, including their very 
own Bruin Invitational. The Bruins also were 
SAC champions once again this year. 


Price, Dean make first- 
team All-SAC volleyball 


Top Northrop volleyball players, junior 
Bailee Price and sophomore Caitlyn Dean, 
were recently named to first-team 
All-SAC volleyball honors. 

Though Dwenger and Concordia led the 
list of recent All-SAC volleyballers, Price 
and Dean still made their presence known, 
followed by two players from North Side, 
two from Snider and one from Elmhurst. 
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Fisher to semistate for 
girls’ cross-country 


“Lady Bruin CC pride! One team, one 
goal.” 

This is the girls’ cross-country team 
motto, and the goal was certainly being 
reached by freshman standout runner 
Cara Fisher who advanced individually to 
semistate where she qualified. At the West 
Noble regional, Fisher ran a 19:44.81 to 
advance. 

As a team, the Bruins finished their season 
sixth at regional with 135 team points behind 
top rivals Carroll, Snider and Concordia. 

Prior to this, Northrop placed third at 
the sectional it hosted. Sophomores Allycia 
Gaffer and Emily Zent placed 11" and 
12'", with Fisher 13". All three ladies also 
qualified for the first-team All-Sectional, and 
Fisher first-team All-Regional. 


Volleyball snags 
sectional win; 10-1 SAC 


The girls’ volleyball team has had a great 
regular season this year. The girls finished 
10-1 in SAC. 

Sectionals started on October 18 with a 
game against East Noble. 

The girls were victorious in three games, 
which advanced them to a game against 
Carroll. 

The lady Bruins came out on top, also 
defeating Carroll in three games. 

Northrop then played Snider for the 
sectional championship. 

The girls defeated Snider in four games, 
winning the last game 25-21. 

The team hopes to win regionals, which 
they play New Castle on Saturday, October 
2h 


Boys’ soccer second in 
SAC; sixth in district 


The boys’ soccer team had a respectable 
end with an overall record of 9-4-1. 

The Bruins also came out of the season 
second in the SAC with a record of 6-2, and 
made sixth place in the district. 

Some highlights of the season included 
winning nine games on a tough schedule, 
and beating Canterbury, 2-1, which rarely 
happens. 
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Boys’ tennis 19-2; 
win sectional, SAC 


The boys’ tennis team has broken a 
Northrop record with 19 wins this season. 

The boys also won,the SAC title, as well 
as the sectional tournament for the first time 
in 15 years for Northrop. 

The Bruins also upset 2005 regional 
winner South Side twice this season. Head 
coach Shane Crager shaved his head after 
defeating South Side the second time. 

Northrop ended its season in the final 
round of regionals where they were beat, 
5-0, by a tough Westview team. Final overall 
record was then 19-2. 

“The respect for Northrop’s tennis 
program grew a lot after our wins against 
South Side, and after making it to the finals 
of regionals,” said Crager. 


Girls’ soccer sectional 
runner-up; SAC fourth 


Girls’ soccer ended strong this season for 
head coach Brian Booker and his team, with 
an SAC record of 5-3, and 11-7-1 in the entire 
state. 

Highlights though came as the Bruins 
became sectional runner-up and fourth in 
the SAC. 

Other highlights of the season were 
winning the Eagle Cup in South Bend for 
the first time in Northrop’s history as well 
as beating a strong Carroll team, 1-0, in the 
regular season. 

Top players this year included All-District 
senior goalkeeper Ashley Holt, freshman All- 
SAC second-team winner Sadie Bauserman, 
and leading scorer, junior Jamie Curtis. 


Football ends season 
2-7 after Warsaw loss 


The boys’ football team finished their 
regular season 2-7. 

At sectionals against Warsaw, who had a 
5-4 record, the Bruins came up short, 48-16. 

“We were obviously disappointed. With 
a couple of setbacks, it kind of deflated us,” 
said head coach Ernie Bojrab. 

Bojrab said that the team has become 
more constant. 


The new TV dinner 


Reviews of the fall’s most critically-acclaimed TV programs; do they live up to the hype? 
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c ee the 


icists s | NBC Monday 
8 p. mn | 


little slow at first, but the plot hooks viewers. 
_ The eee Ce es of New | 


Nrcclor Peter toto. did an 
Re alin job of making the Darling sae 


: look ee than life. 


CBS Wednesday 
8 p.m. 


| CW Tuesday 


NBC's Chuck, is a quirky, yet fun show. 
Chuck (Zachary Levi) works at an electronics 
store with all his other nerdy friends. 
Chuck’s former friend, Bryce, who turns 


out to be a spy, downloads thousands of 


government secrets into Chuck’s brain, just 


_ before he is killed. 


The show works because of the irony 
that Chuck is a spy and is put in dangerous 
situations, but is clueless about anything that 


_ spies are supposed to do. A 


Kid Nation is a show about 40 kids, aged 
8 to 15, who have to live by themselves in 
a ghost town with no adults, except for the 
show’s host, Jonathan Karsh. 

The kids participate in challenges for 
certain jobs to do in the town, such as the 
upper class, the merchants, the cooks, and 
the laborers. 

_ Although Kid Nation suffered from a 
child labor controversy, the show tries to 
promote good work ethics in children. B 


In Reaper, directed by Kevin Smith, it 


must be said: Here comes the devil. 


Sam Oliver (Bret Harrison) learns that 


__ his parents sold his soul to the devil and 


he must now serve as a bounty hunter for 


_ tracking down evil souls that have escaped 


and return them to hell, so it’s basically a 
comic version of Ghost Rider. 

Despite the farfetched, plot, the acting 
makes the show seem believeable. A- 


Dr. Dog’s energetic stage presence makes for memorable concert 


MATTjackson 


his show was pure rock ‘n’ roll. 

Not the diluted radio rock of the 
modern age, true authentic rock ‘n’ roll. This 
show brought back the true spirit of rock ‘n 
roll where muscians didn’t play to the record 
companies, but played wanted to hear. 

The up-and-coming indie rock band, 
Dr. Dog, headlined the concert at Sunset 
Hall along with psychedelic band Apollo 
Sunshine and the Ft. Wayne Battle of the 
Bands winner, Orange Opera. 

The Opera started off the night with an 
all-original set and were joined by Dr. Dog’s 
keyboard player Zach Miller on their closer 


“Life Wasn’t Fair.” 

Apollo Sunshine took the stage after the 
Opera, and surprised just about everyone. 
They combined noise rock, bluegrass, 
psychedelic and just about everything to 
create a stirring live performance. 

Apollo Sunshine delivered everything 
from their country-rock jam “Today is the 
Day” to their modern adaptation of a Bach 
fuge proving that Apollo Sunshine is one of 
the most unique acts in music today. 

After leaving the crowd in awe, Apollo 
Sunshine gave the stage up to Dr. Dog. 

Apollo’s act was a tough one to follow, 
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but Dr. Dog was not outdone supplying 
thick vocal and guitar harmonies, meaty bass 
riffs and a carefree presence. 

Dr. Dog lacked the pretentious aura that 
surrounds most musicians, making them 
like guys you would want to be friends 
with. They talked to the crowd about their 
love of the Orange Opera’s Kevin Hambrick 
and how delicious the meatballs Hambrick 
promised the band after the show sounded.. 

These bands may lack the name 
recognition that the larger acts have, but the 
live combo of Dr. Dog and Apollo Sunshine 
is something that music desperately needs. 
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New Dashboard 
Confessional sound 


for sixth album 
KR SSNS merase enk 


The Shade of the Poison Tree 
Dashboard Confessional 


Wee 
many 
people hear 
REHBOARD CONFESS!GME the hame 
Dashboard 
Confessional, 
songs such 
as “Hands 
Down” come 
to mind. 

But most 
got so caught 
up in the 
rhythm and instrumentals in “Hands 
Down’ that they didn’t even realize 
that it’s about singer Chris Carrabba 
trying to get a girl to hook up with 
him. 

Dashboard Confessional’s 
fifth CD, The Shade of Poison Trees 
(produced by Don Gilmore), is 
different from the old Dashboard, but 
keeps their same trademark style. 

Songs like “Fever Dream” and I 
Light My Own Fire Now” are two of 
the worst songs on the album. 

But this album isn’t without it’s 
high points. 

Their first single “Thick As 
Thieves” is catchy and in the style of 
their previous singles. 

“Matters Of Blood And 
Connection” is another high point of 
the album. The last verse of the song 
separates itself from the rest of the 
album. 

The title track “The Shade Of 
Poison Trees” is another very good 
song, and it’s written like a poem. 

Overall, the album’s good songs, 
lyrics, and instrumentals outweigh 
the few bad points. B+ 


Nov. 6 


Angels and Airwaves 


l-Empire 


Jay Z 
American Gangster 45:33 The America Dream 


Infamous Mobb 
Reality Rap 


Heartbreak Kid 
lewd, sparsely 
funny 


PURI ENSUy en 


The Heartbreak Kid 
Bobby and Peter Farrelly 


n The Heartbreak Kid directed by 

Bobby and Peter Farrelley adapted 
from the 1972 movie, Ben Stiller 
plays Eddie a sporting goods store 
owner who has hit a dry streak in his 
romantic life. 

After attending his ex-fiancée’s 
wedding and contemplating his life 
at 40, he walks to his store when a 
mugger runs by him and Eddie tries 
but fails to stop him. 

Lila (Malin Ackerman) was mugged 
and thanks him. A week later shows 
up in his store and they begin a six- 
week whirlwind romance. 

It all changes when Lila tells him 
that she has to move to Berlin because 
of her job, but her coworker doesn’t 
because he’s married and they don’t 
transfer married people. That sparks 
an idea in Eddie’s mind and they 
decide to get married. 

Things quickly, started unraveling 
when the honeymoon started. They 
decided to honeymoon in Mexico. 

He finally leaves Lila after a bad 
case of sunburn on her part and meets 
Miranda (Michelle Monaghan). 

She appeals to Eddie 
wholeheartedly because of her 
personality and she won’t turn 
psychotic the minute he puts a ring on 
her finger. 

The movie after this point has him 
trying to woo Miranda and keep Lila 
from finding out about her and trying 
to successfully divorce her. 

The movie was full of lewd 
moments and there were only a few 
key scenes that were laugh-out-loud 
funny. The Heartbreak Kid is only worth 
watching if you’re a Stiller fan. C+ 


Nov. 13 Nov. 20 


Alicia Keys The Killers 
As 1Am Sawdust 
LCD Soundsystem Mike Jones 


Amy Winehouse Lupe Flasco 
Frank The Cool 
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Nov. 27 


Mary J. Blige 
Growing Pains 
Mudvayne 
By the People, For 
the People 
Pitbull 
Boatiift 


Dec. 4 


Ghostface Killah 
The Big Dough 
Rehab 

Ashlee Simpson 
Color Outside the 
Lines 


Jena Six should be free; charges unfair 


Ee a 


~-w ix black students from a 

_ Jena, Louisiana, school were 
~Y charged with attempted 

£ murder after beating up a 
fellow white classmate. 

About a year ago, a black student 
also asked if he could sit under a 
“white kids tree,” and the principal 
said that students could hang out 
anywhere they wanted on campus. 
But the next day, three white 
students hung nooses from the tree. 

The three white students 
were found and the principal 
recommended expulsion, but 
the LaSalle Parish Schools 
superintendent disagreed. He said 
that this incident seemed more like a 
prank or innocent joke than a threat. 

The night after a fire broke out 


DANIEL FICKENSCHER 


in the school that burned down the 
main academic building, Robert 
Bailey Jr. and some black friends 
attempted to go to a party that 
mostly white people were attending. 
Bailey was beat up at the party. 

On Dec. 2, Bailey and a white 
student got into an argument, and 
the white student ran to his car 
and grabbed a shotgun. Bailey and 
his friends took the shotgun away 
from the white student.This led to 
multiple charges for Bailey. 

The next Monday, Dec. 4, a 
student named Justin Baker was 
supposedly bragging about how 
Bailey got beat up at the party. 

A group of six black students then 
attacked Baker, knocking him out 
and kicking him repeatedly. Baker 
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was admitted to a hospital and 
released a few hours later. 

The six black students were 
charged with attempted murder. 
The supposed deadly weapon used 
was actually boys’ sneakers. These 
charges upset most of What’s Bruin? 

One staff member said the charges 
seem racist. Another said if the black 
students get in trouble, the white 
kids should get equal punishment. 

Most staff also agreed that the 
Jena Six should have been charged 
with assault only. The white 
students who hung the nooses 
should have been charged also with 
a hate crime, or be expelled. 

Hopefully the nation will learn a 
lesson from what has happened, and 
won't let it happen again. 


OPINION — 


40 billion THE NUMBER OF PAGES 


VIEWED PER MONTH ON MYSPACE.COM 


“People need to get a 
life.” 
_ JUNIOR MELISSA SMITH | 
a Se ie SS AS 
90 THE NUMBER OF GUNS INTHE U.S.FOR | 
EVERY 100 CITIZENS 


“| have one at home, 
but | don’t use it.” 
-SOPHOMORE TREVELL LONG 


2 . 
195 million THE AMOUNT OF 
MONEY THE IRAQ WAR COSTS AMERICAN 
TAXPAYERS PER YEAR 


“That’s a lot of money.” 
-FRESHMAN AUTUMN SPILLERS 


Y -SOURCE: INTERESTINGFACTS.ORG; REUTERS.COM; DEMOCRATS.ORG 
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ON 
Wralle 
RECORD 
What are you doing 
for semi-formal? 


“Pm 
going. | 
already 
have a 

date.” 


-FRESHMAN 
JOSH GODOY 


“Yeah, 
I’m go- 
ing with a 
group of 
friends.” 


-SOPHOMORE 
JORDAN SELVIA 


“lm go- 
ing out to 
eat, then 

the dance 
after with 


my date.” 


-JUNIOR 
ERIC SCHULTZ 


“I’m help- 
ing plan 
the dance 
so I’m 
going with 
friends.” 


-SENIOR 
LEAH SMITH 


“?’m chap- 
eroning 
the semi- 
formal.” 


-GUIDANCE 
COUNSELOR 
SANDY GERBER 
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Celebs, O.J. out of control 


elebrities. 

They are really 
messed up. 
O.J. Simpson’s 
whole life has 
been messed up. 
He started out 
with a pretty good 
life though. As a 
running back on two 
professional football 
teams, the Buffalo 
Bills and the San 
Francisco 49ers, he 
had gained stardom. 
He was also an actor, 
most famously for 
his role of Detective 
Nordberg in the 
Naked Gun films. 

Then in 1994 he 
was popular yet 
again, only this time with murder. According 
to online reports, a biography of Simpson 
says that his ex-wife Nicole Brown Simpson 
and a friend, Ronald Goldman, were found 
dead. Simpson was a prime suspect and was 
on trial for nine months. 

To make a long story short, he had a 
really good lawyer and some say he got 
away with murder. 

Simpson has also come out with a book, If 
I Did It: Confessions of a Killer. 

That’s just sick. Write a book about if 
you allegedly killed your wife and how you 
would go about doing it. That’s ridiculous 
and hurtful to the family of the victims. 

Now, just recently, Simpson is on the 
minds of Americans again with his arrest. 
His charges include robbery, assault with a 
weapon, kidnapping and other things. He 
went to jail, but was released on a $125,000 
bail according to MSN online. 

Simpson doesn’t know what is right or 
wrong. He thinks he is invincible because 
he is a celebrity. That’s not the way the 
world works. He is crazy for thinking that 
he is protected from the consequences. He 
probably thinks this because there are some 
people out there that give him support, 
which makes him feel like he’s doing the 
right thing. 

Let’s move on to America’s favorite girl 
to make fun of, Britney Spears. Spears has 
brought it on herself. America has the right 
to make fun of her because she is crazy. 

There isn’t room in this column to write 
all the things Spears has done. All of them 
are so bizarre it’s scary. Maybe that’s why 
she lost custody of her kids. She needs 


Truth 
Be 
Told 


MICHAEL 
haynes 
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serious help. 

Lindsay Lohan and Paris Hilton have 
been to rehab. So has Spears, but she’s a case 
of her own. Lohan and Hilton have drug and 
alcohol problems, but it seems everyone else 
in Hollywood does too. 

But nobody remembers those other 
people. The media has focused on Lohan 
and Hilton for some reason, and that’s why 
people only remember them, because they 
are always on TV, the radio, the news, etc. 

Not all celebrities are bad or have drug 
problems, but it seems like if a person 
lives in Hollywood, he or she has a major 
problem. 

Celebrities think since they get so much 
attention they can get away with anything. 
Celebrities are no different from the rest of 
us, except they make way too much money 
for their own good. They aren’t exempt from 
the law and if they do something wrong, 
they should be given the consequences. 

Sorry O.J., Britney, Lindsay and Paris, but 
you all deserve it. 


JACOBcrowell 


AA * high school students too old to go 
trick-or-treating? This question should 
not have to be asked. 

High school students should definitely 
not be trick-or-treating. 

Most people say that 13 

should be the cut-off age for trick-or- 
treating. When entering high school, 
teenagers are old enough to buy their own 
candy, and they are probably bored with 
trick-or-treating. 

This does not mean that teenagers cannot 
celebrate Halloween, but they probably 
shouldn’t be running around collecting 
candy with little kids when there are other 
things that teenagers could be doing. 

Find better things to do, such as dressing 
up and passing out candy to younger 
children, going to parties, or go to costume 
parties where there are other people there 
that are your age. Maybe throw your own 


party. 
aS eee 


Con 


KRISTINEmeiser 


rick-or-treating is an old pastime that can 
be enjoyed by anyone, young or old. 

Trick-or-treaters get to dress up like 
someone else for a night every Halloween. 
They can pretend to be someone or 
something outrageous, such as a pack of 
bologna or Barney. Or they can wear a 
traditional costume like a ghost or a witch. 

Some people think that trick-or-treating 
can cause things like obesity. But if 
teenagers eat healthy diets and exercise 
regularly, one night of bingeing on candy 
probably won't affect them too much. 

It’s also a night for kids to just get out of 
the house and enjoy the fresh air. 

Most people walk door-to-door rather 
than drive, so it’s a great way for teens to get 
outside and exercise and have fun. 

Trick-or-treating never really gets old for 
some. They love the dressing up, going out 
with friends, and getting free candy simply 


There are a lot of other things to do on 
Halloween, such as going to the Haunted 
Castle, or other Ft. Wayne Halloween 
attractions. 

The Asylum House in Greenwood, 
Indiana, The Haunted Jail in Columbia City, 
Indiana, the Statesville Haunted Prison and 
City of the Dead in Crest Hill, Illinois, and 
the Reapers Realm in Hammond, Indiana are 
great places if you want to travel. 

Costume parties are also an excellent 
alternative to trick-or-treating. Stoner’s 
Funstores has a great selection of costumes 
for older teenagers. 

The reason that most parents do not 
like older teenagers, and the reason that 
some people do not hand out candy to 
older teenagers that are trick-or-treating, is 
because they stop dressing up, steal other 
children’s candy, push and shove other 
children around and sometimes fight and 
destroy other people’s private property. 


for saying the magic words—“trick-or-treat.” 

Also, Halloween is on a Wednesday this 
year. Most teens don’t really have much to 
do unless they have a job or some sort of 
after-school function. 

A lot of teens would rather go out with a 
few friends and get some free food than sit 
at home and watch television or check their 
MySpace. 

Soon, the mall will be covered in 
Halloween decorations and stores will be 
selling Halloween-themed things. Houses 
will be decorated with scarecrows and 
pumpkins. 

The best part, for most kids and 
teenagers, is probably the free candy. Yes, 
spending time with friends and dressing up 
is great, but most people will say that their 
favorite part is the free candy. 

Sure, anyone could go to the store and 
buy candy. But on Halloween, the candy 
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Also, students could be leaving candy for 
other children who are young, and then they 
could buy their own candy. 

Obesity is also another factor. There are a 
lot more obese teens than there are children. 
Some teenagers will trick or treat all night 
and then they will come back with loads of 
candy, and then they eat all of the candy and 
then they get fat. The little bit of excercise 
that they got from walking around their 
neighborhood will probably not make up for 
the big bag of candy that they are bringing 
home to eat. And then there are some people 
that drive around, then when they find a 
good neighborhood they will park in front of 
the house and get out, walk up to the house 
and get the candy, and then they go back to 
their car and drive up to the next house. 

Most people don’t get mad when fat 
people trick or treat, but they complain 
about pop machines in schools making 
teenagers fat. What’s going on? 
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is free...and that seems to make all the 
difference. 

Some people dress up simply to dress up. 
It’s the one night of the year that people can 
dress up like anything they want and not be 
judged for it. 

Some teenagers think that they’re “too 
old” for trick-or-treating or they say they’ve 
grown out of that phase. But no one’s ever 
too old for fun. 

The pressures of being a teenager can 
sometimes be overwhelming. Trick-or- 
treating can help take those stresses away 
by allowing the teen to forget about their 
stresses for a night and kick back and have a 
good time. 

Overall, trick-or-treating is something that 
anyone can have fun with. It’s a great way 
to get outside, hang out with friends, have 
a good time—and of course, get some free 
candy. 
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bagels & bistro € 


*Lattes *Muffins & Pastries 
*Cappuccino *Bagels w/Cream Cheese 
*Iced Lattes *Hot Breakfast Sandwiches 


*Smoothies *Breakfast Calzones 


Perfect place to study, 
catch up with friends and 


grab a bite to eat. 


All students & faculty receive 20% off 


total purchase when school ID is presented! 


-HOURS- 
6 a.m. - 3 p.m. weekdays 
7 a.m. - 3 p.m. weekends 


-located on 
North Coldwater Road- 
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What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 
located at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. It is printed by Craftline 
Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob 
Miller serving as representative. 


Rates for color and black-and-white 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 
anytime. Discounts are also available for 
advertising in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 
Northrop students and faculty. Any 
columns, or opinions in the Forum 
section, belong solely to said writers, or 
staff in cases of staff editorials. 


Letters to the editor are also encouraged 
and accepted. Letters must be signed 
with name and grade for verification, 
then submitted to Room D111. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any 
malicious comments aimed directly or 
indirectly at individuals. We also reserve 
the right to edit, if needed, for space and 
appropriateness. 
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Bride tale of letting go; woes that go with 


Fall play Father of the Bride 
provides laugh-out-loud moments, 


engaging story 
MICHAELhaynes 


very father has challenges in life, especially 
when his daughter is getting married. 

Northrop drama departmnet presented 
Father of the Bride, a comedy about a father 
and all the stresses and events that happen in 
preparation for his daughter’s wedding. 

The lead, Stanley Banks (senior Ethan 
Strimple), starts off the play with a monologue 
and talks about how his daughter has grown 
up through the years. Of course, his daughter 
is now grown up and a bride-to-be, causing 
Banks the hard task of letting go. Add to that a 
wedding-planning adventure that Banks never 
expects. Since he’s paying for the wedding, he 
fights to keep it modest and inexpensive, only 
to be overtaken by his wife and bride daughter. 

One of the major dilemmas that provides 
many comedic situations is the fact of how 
many people are coming to the church for the 
wedding ceremony and to the reception. 

Everyone in the family wants to have their 
own friends come to the reception, but space 
doesn’t allow for all the guests. 

The family writes on index cards who is 
invited to the ceremony at the church and 
everyone who is invited to the reception to 
organize the guests. Everyone in the family then 
switches index cards from church to reception— 
secretively. Next, they have to decide how to 
whittle down the list of guests. Suddenly, when 
the family figures out one potential guest has 
died, Banks jumps for joy. One down. 

This was only one of the many audience 
laughs during the play. 

“The script was well-written and the cast 
interpreted it really well,” said Strimple. 


ELIZABETH WARD 


Being an actor is not 
new for senior Ethan 
Strimple, here playing 
Stanley Banks in 
Father of the Bride 
with female lead Leah 
Smith, as this is his 
twelfth play overall in 
his acting career. 

Left, Smith, playing 
the bride, handles 
another crisis before 
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Any play takes time, and Strimple along with the big ay 

director Tim Miller, took long hours to make 

this play work. the cast was easy to work with and was it was fun to 
“It took hours upon hours upon hours,” said _ play the lead in the production. 

Strimple. “The cast was difficult at times, but we got through 
Miller said the cast had been rehearsing for _ it in the end,” said Strimple. 


about seven weeks, with the construction of the 
set done in chunks over the course of about a 


week and a half. be . 
“Tt took a lot of time and energy,” said junior Th e SC rl pt Was 
Nicole Griffetts. She played Strimple’s onstage 


wife, Ellie, another lead in the play who only wel -writte nan d th e 


seems to get caught up in all the wedding hype. 


Even though there was a lot of hard work, cast i nte rp reted it 


Strimple said he was “absolutely pleased” with rf 
the outcome of the play. 
Miller also said the cast was a tight group rea ly wel % 
and was very supportive of each other. _SENIOR ETHAN STRIMPLE 
Strimple added that working with most of 


Schoolwide Veterans’ Day assembly respectful, successful 


Social studies department organizes assembly to 
honor all veterans of all military forces 


MATTjackson 


n memory and honor of the 

war veterans of America, 

Northrop held a Veteran’s 

Day assembly the Friday 
after the holiday to honor troops 
overseas and perspective on 
what the war was really about 
for Bruins. 

The assembly, which was 
put on by the social studies 
department, aimed to increase 
the appreciation and respect 
for veterans and armed service 
members and to raise support 
for the troops overseas, with an 
emphasis on Northrop alumni 
veterans. 

To start the assembly, 
members of Concordia’s Junior 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corp 
(JROTC) then brought out the 
American flag and the Indiana 
state flag on stage. 

That was followed by 
Charisma performing “America 
the Beautiful” and the Big 
Orange Pride performing “The 
Star Spangled Banner” while 
Bruins listened in a respectful 
silence. 


Senior Nick Kwolek then 
announced each branch of the 
armed forces and Northrop 
alumni veterans walked up 
on stage to be honored while 
the songs to their respective 
branches were played over the 
speakers. 

After all the veterans were 
on stage the entire audience 
stood up to give them an 
uninstructed standing ovation 
with thunderous applause which 
took a while to die down from. 

Next, veteran Brent Johnson, 
who served over 27 years of 
active duty, gave a brief speech. 

Johnson said that it was 
especially poignant to speak 
about Veterans’ Day while we 
are currently at war. 

Johnson also talked about 
the importance of separating 
personal views of the war in Iraq 
and support of the troops. 

“With all of the news 
channels broadcasting the 


Stand at attention: National Guard members, 

such as senior Jake Howard (right), are recognized 
and pay homage by giving their full attention during 
Northrop’s Verterans’ Day assembly. 


war, we are more exposed 

to the war...and we are able 
to separate the war from the 
warrior easier,” said Johnson. 

Johnson talked about his 
experiences coming home from 
Vietnam and the disrespect 
people gave him. 

“They (armed service 
members) didn’t choose the 
battle, they’re just serving their 
country,” said Johnson. 

After Johnson finished, a 
PowerPoint presentation was 
then presented. 

The PowerPoint was a collage 
of real American soldiers in 
action and in personal settings. 
The pictures were powerful, 
with soldiers looking emotional 
in different aspects of the war. 

The PowerPoint started with 
a brief history of Veteran’s Day 
and then moved onto pictures of 
the soldiers. 

In the beginning of the 
slideshow, the soldiers were 
shown fighting in war, but by 
the end of the presentation, the 
faces of all the soldiers were 
teary eyed. 

Patriotic songs by Toby 
Keith’s,“The American Soldier” 
and 3 Doors Down with 
“Citizen Soldier” was played 
throughout the presentation. 
The lyrics, especially, Keith’s 
“The American Soldier” really 
drove a message home as the 
lyrics had an important message 
in the words over the soldier’s 
perspective. 

“Oh and I don’t want to die 
for you, but if dying’s asked 
of me, I'll bear that cross with 
honor, cause freedom don’t come 
free, I’m an American soldier.” 

To end the celebration 
assembly, students brought 
up yellow ribbons signed by 
students and placed them ona 
table in the middle of the stage. 

Members of Concordia’s 
JROTC then returned to retire 
the flags, as the respectful 
trumpet sound of “Taps” ended 
the program. 


LEXY BARKDULL 


“With all of the news channels 
broadcasting the war, we are more 
exposed to the war. And we are able 
to separate the war from the warrior 


. x9 
eaSIi@r. -cuest SPEAKER AND 27-YEAR VETERAN BRENT JOHNSON 


LEXY BARKDULL 


“Tie a yellow ribbon around the old oak tree”: The famous ‘70s hit 
played as Bruins presented signed yellow ribbons to honor all 
veterans during the schoolwide Veterans’ Day assembly. 
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GiaQuinta state rep 
principal for a day 


Meet and greet: Indiana state representative Phil 
GiaQuinta was Principal for a Day at Northrop 
Nov. 14. One of 48 community members in FWCS 
schools, he spent time getting to know Bruins. 


t’s not everyday a state representative 
can get the perspective of an Indiana high 
school principal or administrator. 

But on Wednesday, Nov. 14, the 80" state 
representative for Indiana Phil GiaQuinta 
and several other community members got 
to fill a principal’s shoes for one day. 

GiaQuinta was Northrop’s unofficial 
principal. He said he did everything 
he could to fully immerse himself into 
Northrop’s high school environment. 

He peeked into the classes, toured the 
school, met students and talked to the 
administrators to get a better view. 

“I got a sense of what Northrop was 
about when I talked to seniors to see what 
they were doing,” said GiaQuinta. “All the 
preparations they had for next year and their 
admission for college. I’m just really curious 
about their plans.” 

GiaQuinta went on to describe Northrop’s 
environment and his sense of the students. 

“My nephew attended Northrop so I 
do have some familiarity with the school,” 
he said. “I’m impressed by the classes and 
the curriculum they have available. The 
enthusiasm with the students and how well- 
behaved they are certainly impressed me.” 

GiaQuinta added that his visit gave him 
perspective on the daily life of high school, 
something he now plans to bring back to the 
Indiana congress. 

“In Indianapolis, folks are talking about 
bills pertaining to school and it really brings 
it home, and it explains what people are 
talking about,” he said. 


Interact sends toys 
overseas to children 


Just recently in the past few weeks, 
the school has heard about Interact. The 
announcements announced it almost 
everyday and Al Huth, the math teacher, is 
holding the toy drive for Interact. 

Interact has filled over 140 shoe boxes 
full of basic supplies such as hard candy, 
small toys and toiletries for children in 
third-world countries, and the children will 
be receiving the shoe boxes for Christmas. 
Perishables not allowed such as chocolate 
since it might melt on the way over. 

“Our original goal was to fill 30 boxes, but 
we definitely surpassed our expectations,” 
said the club’s co-president Max Alexander. 

Interact is also working a project called 
Canstruction which is a community-wide 
canned food drive which will collect massive 
amounts of canned foods. In April, Interact 
will take the cans to Glenbrook Mall and will 
build a structure with the cans for a contest. 
After the contest, the cans will be sent to 
Community Harvest Food Bank. 

They will also be collecting plastic bottles 
soon to recycle. Bins will be in the cafeteria. 


Bruins produce another 
successful blood drive 


Northrop has once again held a blood 
drive to get teenagers to donate their blood 
to the Red Cross this year. 

This is the first of two blood drives that 
will take place this school year. 

The goal for the blood drive is usually 
to collect around 65 pints of blood. For this 
blood drive their were 82 students that 
signed up to donate their blood. 

“T think that donating blood is an 
excellent way for high school students 
to help others,” said Bill Hollenberg, 
coordinator of Northrop blood drives. 

The blood will be distributed throughout 
northeast Indiana and northwest Ohio. 


Speech team selling gift 
wrap services 


The Northrop speech team is selling 
holiday products, such as gift wraps and gift 
bags. 

The wraps are available in a variety such 
as the holiday and the all-occasion wraps 
which are both available. 

The costs are running at a cost of $5 pera 
gift wrap package which has 8 big pieces of 
wrapping paper and the gift bag packages 
have five bags plus tissue paper. No ordering 
is needed, the wrap is available on demand. 
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Pe bole 
Yellow Ribbon 
project honors veterans 


To help honor Veterans’ Day and a 
schoolwide assembly that was held, the 
social studies department conducted a 
Yellow Ribbon Campaign. 

The department ordered 100-plus yellow 
ribbons to tie in with the famous ‘70s Tony 
Orlando song, “Tie a Yellow Ribbon ‘Round 
the Old Oak Tree.” 

The department then gave the large 
yellow ribbons to all the first-period classes. 
Students were able to sign the ribbons 
and had the option to write notes or letters 

of appreciation to the troops overseas or 

to simply sign their names to show a silent 
support. The ribbons also were for the 
veterans that have previously served for our 
country. 

The yellow ribbon itself symbolizes the 
coming home of a troop which they tie 
around a tree or a lamppost at their house. 

The ribbons were then displayed on a 
table on the auditorium stage towards the 
end of the Veteran’s Day assembly with 
song “Tie a Yellow Ribbon” playing in the 
background. 


JAG offers internships; 
holds book drive 


Jobs for America’s Graduates (JAG) is a 
program that teaches kids about career and 
internship opportunities. 

“The program is a lot better. It’s showing 
a lot of improvement,” said JAG instructor 
Damian Jackson. 

The course lets students lead and 
participate in activities that involve learning 
skills for the young students’ future. 

Scholarship opportunities are also 
available, with up to $1250 available. 

JAG is now getting more active in school 
and is currently holding a bookdrive for 
students at Franke Park Elementary School. 

JAG also is in the midst of collecting 
books for Franke Park. 

“They were definitely in need of books,” 
said JAG instructor Damian Jackson of 
Franke Park. 

Collection for the books are in the 
boxes outside the media center, and can be 
around the office. Students can can give the 
booksdirectly to Jackson in room C110. 

After the books are collected,the books 
will be delivered to Franke Park and may 
read to the students. 

This is the first full year for JAG. Last year 
was only a half year. 
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he effects of divorce can be devastating 
to teenagers. Almost 10 percent of 
the United States population is divorced 
according to Divorcemag.com. Freshman 
Alysse Redding is one teenager at Norhtrop 
who has had to deal with the devastating 
effects that divorce can bring. 

Redding is 15 years old and her parents 
had been married for almost 12 years before 
they divorced when she was 11. 

Redding’s mother is now engaged, but 
her dad has no plans to remarry. 

“I hate that my family is separated and 
that I don’t get to see them as often as I'd like 


to,” said Redding. 


“It was hard to deal with the divorce at 
first, but then I got used to it,” said Redding 
through a muffled voice. 

“The divorce was very complicated and I 
didn’t know who I was going to live with. I 


ELIZABETH WARD 


wouldn’t talk to my parents for a while and I 


would get mad a lot.” 


“My parents are usually gone at work 


and my sister, Alex, lives in Tennessee. Since 
my parents are divorced, I now have to 
switch houses day-to-day. It gets confusing 


sometimes,” said 
Redding. 

Switching houses 
can play a big role in 
family relationships 
and can sometimes 
leave one parent 
feeling like they 
don’t get to see their 
kid enough. 

“Thang out 
with my family 
sometimes. We go 
to the movies and 
festivals sometimes,” 
said Redding. 

And sometimes 


6 / INSIGHT 


“| hate that 
my family is 
separated, and 


“| only hang out with my parents when | have to,’ 
said freshman Alysse Redding (shown here with 
her mother, Beth). Redding’s parents have been 
divorced since she was 11 years old, and now 

Redding must switch between houses frequently. 


in the midst of switching houses and 
parents, friends can end up becoming more 
important and a place of stability too. 


“T definitely spend a 


lot more time with my 
friends,” said Redding. 


“T used to spend time 


with my sister and talk 
to her all the time, but 
now I only get to see her 
on the holidays,” she 


that! don't get to aie 
or holidays, 
see them as often _ Redding said she 


regularly switches back 


as I'd like to.” 


and forth between 


parent homes. 


-FRESHMAN ALYSSE REDDING, ON LIVING INA 
SINGLE-PARENT HOME AFTER A DIVORCE 


“Tf I’m at my dad’s 


house for Thanksgiving, 


then I go to my mom’s 
house for Christmas,” 
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she said. 

Redding also admitted that she gets along 
with her parents a lot more than her parents 
get along with each other. 

“They only get along when they have to, 
now that they’re divorced,” she said. 

Some things that Redding said she 
doesn’t like about her parents are that they 
don’t communicate very often, and that they 
are strict when she does something wrong. 

“They'd be really mad if I didn’t doa 
chore or or went out somewhere when I 
wasn’t supposed to,” she said. 

But in the end, and although she doesn’t 
get to see them as often as she would 
like to, she said her family is still always 
there for her when she needs them to be. 


Home for the holidays: Freshman Alysse Redding 
switches houses each holiday. This Christmas will 
be spent with her mother. She also said she loves 
holidays because they are the only time she see 
her sister, Alex, who lives in Tennessee. 
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Editor’s note: The last name and others have 
been intentionally left out of the following. 


Coons say it’s a typical American family. 
7 The mom is cooking dinner in the 
kitchen. The son is playing the guitar 
upstairs. The kids are either doing their 
homework in their room or on the kitchen 
table. There are two cats running around the 
house, Oreo and Carmel. 

Looking around this house, one will find 
pictures of their family on the walls and a 
piano in the living room. But unfortunately, 
one thing is missing—a person. This 
Northrop home is now a single-parent home 
since the loss of a father and husband to 
cancer. 

“He’s missing out on a lot,” said Tiffany, a 
senior at Northrop. She told how he missed 


out on her 18th birthday and how he is going 


to miss out on her graduation too. 

“Tt wasn’t by choice. We didn’t choose 
this,” said Tiffany’s mom. 

The family agreed that some days are 
harder than others. 

“There’s more tension in the house. But 
it’s to relieve stress,” said Tiffany. 

Her mom started to say, “Dad’s not here 
to keep it....” Tiffany agreed then finished 
her mother’s sentence: “quiet.” 

“It’s foreign,” said Tiffany’s mom. “I’m in 
my house, but I’m not in my house.” 

The family said they still do the same 
things they’ve always done, but some things 
have changed. 

Tiffany’s younger sister said, “I like being 
with my friends more.” 

They still watch TV together, laugh with 
each other and talk with each other about 
school, work, or anything else. 

The family also takes time to reminisce 


Below, Even though senior Tiffany lost her father 
to cancer, she and her family still have much to 
be thankful for. “We have friends and family still 
there for us,” she said. 
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Chipping in even more with chores is something 
senior Tiffany must do. She said she had to take 
on a lot of tasks around the house since her father 
passed away. 


about what their father and husband always 
liked to do. They remember how he used 

to make silly rhymes about chores, such as 
washing the dishes, which Tiffany sang. 

“Today we're going to do the dishes. I’m 
going to wash and you're going to dry,” sang 
Tiffany. 

They also remembered how one of his 
passions was puppetry, doing it mainly for 
the kids at church. 

“That was our thing—puppets,” said 
Tiffany. 

“It’s really hard because he was always 
there,” said Tiffany. “You think he’ll be there 
forever.” 

Even though the family has only one 
parent now, they are thankful for what they 
still have. And in the midst of Thanksgiving 
and the holiday season, they have many 
things to be thankful for. 

“T’m thankful for the three kids I have. 
They keep me going,” said Tiffany’s mom. 

“We have friends and family still there for 
us,” said Tiffany. 

“We trust in God to carry us through,” 
said Tiffany’s mom. 
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’ SPORTS 


New head boys’ and girls’ swim and 
dive coach John Gibson comes to 
Northrop’s program after coaching 11 
years at Concordia. 


oach John Gibson is 

bringing his wisdom and 
experience to Northrop’s swim 
and dive program this season. 

New head coach Gibson 
is coming to Northrop after 
coaching swim and dive at 
Concordia Lutheran High School 
for 11 years. He is taking over 
both the boys’ and the girls’ 
teams this year. 

“I helped out a little bit 
coaching for Northrop at the 
end of last year, but just as a 
volunteer,” said Gibson. 

“So the players know mea 
little more than they would with 
a coach who just came in.” 

Gibson has been involved in 
competitive swimming most of 
his life. 

He swam at Goshen 
High School and at Hanover 
University along with coaching 
at Concordia and at Fort Wayne 
Aquatics (FWA). 

“We have a real good bunch 
this season,” said Gibson. 

“The team is fairly young, 
there aren’t any seniors on the 
girls’ team, but everyone is 
catching on and we have a very 
coachable group.” 
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Look out! Northrop has an Olympic 
gold medalist for its newest assistant 
boys’ and girl’s swim coach. Matt 
Vogel will help couple times a week. 


n Montreal, Canada, at the 

1976 Summer Olympics, Matt 
Vogel was the fastest male 100- 
meter butterfly swimmer in the 
world. He’s got the Olympic 
gold medal to prove it too. 

But for Northrop, he’s the 
new assistant boys’ and girls’ 
swim coach. 

“I’m really only helping out 
about two days a week,” said 
Vogel. 

“I’m just giving the swimmers 
a few instructions and tips when 
Lcans 

In college, Vogel swam 
competitively at the University 
of Tennessee. His freshman 
year there, he won the NCAA 
division I 100-meter butterfly 
and was named All-American. 

Outside of Northrop, Vogel 
can usually be found coaching 
the Fort Wayne Aquatics swim 
club (FWA), where top Northrop 
Curtis Chaney also swims and 
trains. 

“Curtis is definitely one of the 
most gifted swimmers I’ve ever 
had a chance to work with, and 
he’ll give a good run at state,” 
said Vogel. 


Northrop welcomes new head girls’ basketball 
coach, head wrestling; new head boys’, girls’ swim 
and dive, Olympic gold-medal swim assistant 
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With a 168-61 career record and 
two sectional championships in the 
past three years, new head girls’ 
basketball coach Doug Curtis has a 
young Bruin team to work with. 


fter a record of 45-23 and 

two sectional wins in three 
seasons at Dekalb High School, 
new head girls’ basketball coach 
Doug Curtis is now leading the 
Bruins. 

“I’ve been coaching girls’ 
basketball for about 11 years 
now, three years at Dekalb 
High School and seven years 
previously at Angola High 
School,” said Curtis. 

He said his main goal is 
to revert the team back to the 
glory days of Northrop girls’ 
basketball. 

“Northrop has had a good 
program before. Back in ’86 (and 
other years in the ‘80s), Northrop 
were runners-up when Dave 
Riley was coaching, and we 
would like to get back to that 
level,” said Curtis. 

In order to achieve this, Curtis 
said the team needs to get back 
to the fundamentals. 

“We need to work on 
getting the ball back in the 
paint and developing stronger 
competitiveness,” said Curtis. 
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New head wrestling coach Willie 
Miller is hoping to see his younger 
team step it up, be leaders and 
come up big in wrestling meets this 
season. 


WAV Gace Miller, the new head 
coach for Northrop’s 
wrestling team, has the team off 
to an excellent start. 

“I don’t have any predictions 
for the season right now because 
we've only had one meet, but 
my goal is to have the team in at 
least the top three in the SAC,” 
said Miller. 

“T would definitely like to be 
the SAC champion, but at the 
very least I would say that we'll 
get (at least) third in the SAC.” 

Some key wrestlers that 
Miller said he hopes will do 
well this year are juniors Austin 
Hyland, Jedaiah Newton and 
freshman Joseph DeDe. He also 
said these three, along with the 
rest of the team, are certainly 
working hard for themselves, the 
team and their coach. And that 
is what Miller said he really likes 
to see. 

“T think that the teams success 
depends on how the younger 
wrestlers will step up and do 
well,” said Miller. 
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Rhodes seeks 

return of winning 
Northrop basketball 
traditions of ‘70s 


PEMU)JINsery 


his year’s new boys’ basketball 

coach for Northrop is none other 

than Al Rhodes. He is 444-180 

, over his 26 years of coaching boys’ 
basketball, putting him at a 71 percent win 
average. 
He also boasts a 1984 state championship 

when head coach at Warsaw High School. 


WB? Are you married and do you have any 
children? 

AR: Yes, Iam married and I have two sons. 
Their names are Chris and Curtis Rhodes. 
Chris is 27 and Curtis is 24. 

WB? How long have you been teaching? 
AR: I have been teaching since 1975. Can you 
add that? 

WB? What got you interested in teaching? 
AR: When I was in college I worked as a 
tutor for other students. I enjoyed helping 
them learn mathematics, so I decided to 
become a teacher. 

WB? What do you teach here at Northrop? 
AR: I teach math and boys’ basketball. In the 
second semester, I teach physical education 
also. 

WB? What school did you come from to 
come here to Northrop? 

AR: I taught the last four years at Logansport 
High School. 

WB? What high school did you attend? 

AR: I attended Penn High School in 
Mishawaka, Indiana. 

WB? What college did you attend? 

AR: I went to Tri-State College up in Angola. 
WB? Did you play any sports in high 
school or college? 

AR: In high school I played tennis, 
basketball, and track and field. In college I 
just played basketball. 

WB? What got you interested in coaching 
basketball? 

AR: I always enjoyed being part of a 
basketball team. I also played for an 
(Indiana) Hall of Fame high school coach, 
Jim Miller. I believe coaching is an extension 
of teaching. 

WB? How long have you coached 
basketball? 

AR: Again, since 1975. 

WB? How many state championships have 
you won? 

AR: I’ve won zero, but the teams I have 
coached have won one. That was in 1984. We 
were also in the Final Four in 81, ’92, ’96, “00 


All about 
business: New 
head coach Al 
Rhodes heats 

up the intensity 
as he instructs 
during a practice. 
His career record 
is 444-180. 
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and of course ’84. 

WB? What is your view of sports at 
Northrop? 

AR: I think some of our programs have been 
very strong and my hope is to improve our 
basketball program and bring back some 
traditions of the 1970s. 

WB? What are these traditions? 

AR: Throughout that time period, Northrop 
played at a state-caliber level. Of course it is 
easy to say, but difficult to do. 

WB? What is your vision for this year’s 
boys’ basketball program? 

AR: I think we would just have a lot of 
coming together between coaches and 
players and also to improve throughout the 


‘months of the season and be a quality team 


by playoffs. Basketball is a marathon, not a 
sprint. 

WB? What do you expect out of the players 
this year? 

AR: Well, I want each young man to 
represent his school and community in a 
quality fashion. I want them to put the team 
in front of any personal goals. 

WB? Do you have any goals for this season? 
What are they? 

AR: I think our first goal is to have a winning 
season. Then pursuing the conference 
championship, conference championship, 


“Basketball is a 
marathon, nota 
sprint.” 


-AL RHODES 
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Rhodes looks to turn 
around program 


VV. it is 
the end 
of November 
again at 
Northrop and 
basketball 
season is 
starting up once 
again. This year 
will be quite 
different for the 
boys than in 
past years. 

One major 
difference this 
year for the 


TEMUJIN program is new 

sery head coach Al 
Rhodes, after 
Greg Peden 


resigned as head coach last season. 

So far, the boys are looking forward 
to playing under Rhodes, after all the 
good things they have heard about him. 

In 1984, Rhodes took Warsaw High 
School to the state Final Four and ended 
up winning a state championship. Not 
only that, but he also took teams to the 
state Final Four in ‘81, ‘92, 96 and ‘00. 

Rhodes said he really wants to turn 
the basketball program around and 
have a winning season this year. He 
also wants Northrop to become a state- 
caliber team like they were in the ‘70s. 

At a student-athlete himself, Rhodes 
attended Penn High School where he 
played for a Indiana Hall of Fame high 
school coach Jim Miller. 

Hopefully someday too, Rhodes can 
be inducted into that same Indiana Hall 
of Fame. 

“I want each young man to represent 
his school and community in a quality 
fashion. I want them to put the team 
in front of any personal goals,” said 
Rhodes. 

“With Rhodes coming to Northrop, 

I think everyone’s standard will be 
raised and everyone will compete at a 
higher level,” said sophomore varsity 
basketball player Jaime Burkhard. 

A lot of the boys were itching to play 
their first game and show other teams 
what they've got. 

It worked. The Bruins topped 
Dekalb, 50-44, in their season opener. 
Furthermore, with support from staff, 
students and parents, maybe the Bruins 
will play like they’ve never played 
before and will do something great. 
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Boys’ cross-country ends 
with state eighth 


Led by senior Sam Bird (above) with a 16:47.1, 
the Bruins finished eighth in state. The Big Orange 
Pack also was runner-up in semistate over Carroll, 
as well as runner-up in sectional and regional. 


| Sasa another strong year, and under 
new head coach Matt Parker, the boys’ 
cross-country team wrapped its season 
placing eighth at state. The meet was held at 
Indiana State University in Terre Haute. 

Leading his team throughout the season, 
senior Sam Bird stepped it up for the Big 
Orange Pack giving the team’s fastest state 
time of 16:47.1. 

“Going to state, it felt redeeming,” said 
Parker. “Maybe it was vindication. We 
missed it last year and were able to come 
back and have an awesome season.” 

“This was a good year,” said Bird. “The 
team came together and it was just great and 
I’m glad to be a part of this team.” 

Other season highlights included runner- 
up finishes at sectional, regional and 
semistate. 

At sectionals, the Bruins placed second 
to a tough Carroll team with 48 points. At 
regionals, Northrop was second to Carroll 
again with 69 points. But then at semistate, 
Northrop posted 94 points and bypassed 
Carroll’s 96, who finished third. 

“My best memory of this year going to 
semistate. We beat Carroll and got second,” 
said Bird. 


Bowlers open with girl win, boy loss 


Coming off a sectional 
championship last year, the girls’ 
bowling team topped Homestead, 
18-2, in its season opener. 

Freshman Briana Doyle 
actually led the Bruins with 
179 and 172 pins, followed by 
returning seniors Cassy Haag 
with 160 and Ana Martinez 143. 

“The girls’ bowling team is 


Borne. 
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expected to do very well this 
year,” said head coach Gary 


Also in its opener, the boys’ 
team fell to Homestead, 11- 
9, with senior Tyler Spillers 
rolling 199. Also of note, senior 
teammate Elliott Muri, while 
bowling at the JV level, bowled 
a high 234. 


Volleyball ends season, 
25-10 overall 


The volleyball team ended their season 
with a loss to New Castle in three games at 
regionals, 25-14, 25-15, 25-16. (New Castle 
went onto become the 4A state champions.) 

The Bruins advanced to play New Castle 
after defeating Snider in the sectional 
championship game in October. They 
defeated Snider in four games. 

“I’m really glad we came out on top in the 
SAC,” said senior Holly Brown. 

The Bruins dominated the SAC this year, 
but lost to the Bishop Dwenger Saints. It was 
a must win siuation for them, but Dwenger 
came out playing very tought. The Bruins 
ended their season 25-10. 

“| think a lot of people thought we 
weren't going to be as good as we were. 

I think we shocked a lot of teams,” said 
Brown. 


Rhodes, boys’ basketball 
win opener, 50-44 


A new season, a new team, a new head 
coach, and then to start off with what it 
wanted: a win in its first game. 

Under head coach Al Rhodes, the 
Bruin boys’ basketball team Nov. 21 topped 
Dekalb, 50-44. Senior Trent Wilson led with 
14 points, sophomore Javon Burnett gave 11, 
and senior Richard Gates 10. 

Senior Kevin Dawson also put up seven 
points, and senior Carlton Bradtmiller, junior 
Thomas Degitz, and sophomores Tim Dunn 
and Jaime Burkhard two each. 

“I want each young man to represent his 
school and community in a quality fashion,” 
said Rhodes. He added that the players are 
learning quick as to what is expected of 
them. 

Earlier in a preseason scrimmage, the Bru- 
ins took on North Side, and won two of the 
three quarters they 
played. They scored 
79 points in all of the 
quarters combined. 
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Student Athletic Council 
helping students 


The Student Athletic Council recently 
went to Huntington North for training for 
the program Stay in Bounds. 

The program teaches kids good 
sportsmanship, respect and responsibility. 

“It’s important to talk to them,” said 
senior member Dan Beer. 

The council goes out once a month 
to elementary schools and teaches kids 
the lesson of the month. They teach the 
RICHER principles: which stand for respect, 
integrity, caring, harmony, excellence and 
responsibility. 

“I want to put student athletes in the 
position to pass along experiences to other 
students,” said sponsor and athletic director 
Bob Shank. 

The council’s focus is to reach out to the 
elementary student and interact with them. 


No-senior girls’ 
basketball drops openers 


The girls’ basketball team in its first 
official game of the regular season, on Nov. 
16, fell to Marion, 68-62. 

Northrop was still led by juniors Jessica 
Harrison scoring 19 points, and Simone 
Swary scoring 17. 

Despite the team’s loss, the Bruins with 
no seniors this year and a new head coach, 
Doug Curtis, also posted an aggressive 40 
points in the second half. 

Next, on Nov. 23, the Bruins successfully 
pushed a challenging Dekalb team into 
double overtime, but then dropped in a close 
71-68 contest. 

Junior Jessica Harrison posted a high 29 
points for the Bruins, with junior Simone 
Swary 16, sophomore Preonda Reese 13, and 
juniors Andrea Hetrick 5, Morgan Uhen 3, 
and Rebecca Lindsey 2. 


Join us for a 
Campus Visit Day 


Saturday. December 1 
10 a.m, to 2 p.m 
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Two biggies mark the year’s top entertainmment trends: music-in-video games, musical comebacks 
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utting music in video games is 
y getting more popular than ever. 
And with all the new technology, 
1. itis now much easier to incorporate 
music-in-video games. 

Here, Guitar Hero, Rock Band and Dance 
Dance Revolution are probably the most 
popular forms of this trend. 

In fact, the latest release of Guitar Hero 
III, which arrived Oct. 28 of this year, topped 
$100 million in sales in its first seven days. 

IGN (an official gaming and review site) 
gave Guitar Hero a 9.2 out of 10 rating. 

The game also was given multiple awards 
including Best Music Game from IGN, and 
Game of the Year for 2005 by the Academy of 
Interactive Arts. 

“I play Guitar Hero whenever I can get 
my hands on it. I go home and sit on a love 
sac and play the same five songs over and 
over again on expert,” said junior Delmar 
Kenelly. “It’s a lot of fun, but it’s not better 
than playing a real guitar.” 

The game is played with a guitar-like 
controller which has five buttons on the 
fingerboard, a button for picking, and a 
whammy bar. As the notes scroll down 
the screen, the buttons are pressed and the 
notes are picked. (On July 17, three million 
units were sold according to NPD, a market 
research firm.) 


»,.Rock on! A lover of 
~ the Guitar Hero 
usic-in-video 
james, junior Steve 
gets in another 
ion at home. 


Dance Dance Revolution (DDR) combines 
music and dance into video games. 

“T play Dance Dance Revolution 
whenever I can go to Laser X, Tokens N 
Tickets or Putt Putt,” said junior Lorenzo 
Sikorski. “It’s good for exercising my foot- 
eye coordination.” 

This game is usually only found in 
arcades. Due to its large size and cost, it is 
not often found in homes. DDR is played 
by stomping feet on directional pads to the 
rhythm of songs. The game also features 
over 1,000 songs on each version of DDR 
worldwide. Over 2,100 of these arcade 
machines exist in the United States. 

Rock Band is another hot video game 
similar to Guitar Hero, but it’s played with 
a drum set, guitar and microphone. Here, 
players can form a whole video-game band 
with real-life friends or virtual friends. 


by the NUMBERS 


$27,476,745 


HAIRSPRAY BOX 
OFFICE OPENING 


$100 million 


SALES OF GUITAR HERO 
IT INITS FIRST SEVEN 
DAYS (RELEASED 

OCT. 28, 2007) 


-SOURCE: VARIETY.COM -SOURCE: BOXOFFICEMOJO.COM 
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/magine thousands of people 

protesting the Vietnam War at the 
Pentagon. A girl is talking to her mother 
on the telephone in a pay phone booth 
about how the protest isn’t that bad. 
Suddenly, a gunshot hits the glass of the 
phone booth, but doesn’t shatter it. The 
girl huddles down while the riot turns 
violent outside. 

This is a scene from Across The 
Universe. This movie is centered on the 
violence and opposition of the Vietnam 
War. The cast of this movie musical also 
appeared on Oprah because she loved 
the movie so much. 

Then there’s High School Musical 
which sold millions of DVDs in its 
opening weekend. Huge stars like John 
Travolta, Michelle Pfeiffer and Queen 
Latifah also jumped at the opportunity 
to star in Hairspray. 

Musicals are making a huge 
comeback. But the question is, why? 

One reason could be that musicals 
look at issues in a different way. 

For example, an issue in Hairspray 
is racism. Instead of simply showing 
a group of protesters marching down 
a street, the movie has Motormouth 
Maybelle (played by Queen Latifah) 
singing a powerful ballad about the 
hard times she’s gone through in her 
lifetime because of her race. 

Another example would be in Across 
the Universe, where a top issue is the 
war in Vietnam. At one point, the movie 
also makes a statement about violence 
showing a little boy singing the famous 
Beatles song “Let It Be” while hiding 
behind a broken-down car during a 
huge fight in Detroit. 

Still, before the bigger social 
statements, High School Musical was 
the one that started the recent wave. 

It became so popular with teens and 
children that moviemakers began to 
realize musical movies were the way 
to go. In fact, Nielsen BDS, the music 
industry’s leading music performance 
monitoring service, said overall music 
sales exceeded $1 billion in ‘06. 

No matter what, the numbers 
show we now love musicals again. 
And because of this, movie musicals 
probably aren’t going anywhere for a 
long time. 
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American Gangster 
soundtrack depicts 
the gangster struggle 


MICHAELhaynes 


American Gangster 
Various Artists 


lashback to 

the ‘70s. 
That’s what 
it feels like to 
listen to the 
soundtrack of 
the new movie 
American 
Gangster. 

A quick 
plot for the 
movie is a 

man getting 
involved with drug crimes and a cop 
tries to stop it. 

The soundtrack was pretty much 
upbeat ‘70s music. It was pretty 
easy to listen to and had a good tone 
throughout. 

There was a little ominous music 
in “Hundred Percent Pure” by Marc 
Streitenfeld, but it was needed, given 
the nature of the movie. 

The last six tracks are instrumentals, 
but the first songs have lyrics to them 
and one, “Across 110th Street,” by 
Bobby Womack, gives insight on the 
nature of the movie. 

Womack’s beginning lyrics of the 
song are: “I was the third brother of 
five/ Doing whatever I had to do to 
survive I’m not saying what I did was 
alright/ Trying to break out of the 
ghetto was a day to day 
fight.” 

This suggests that some people do 
things they wouldn’t normally do to 
‘survive.’ This is the connecting point 
between the movie and the whole 
soundtrack. 

For not seeing the movie, it was a 
pretty good soundtrack. B+ 


AMERICAN 
GANGSTER 


Dec. 7 


Lions for Lambs 
great acting, no 
plot 


TEM Ui) EN s.6 ny 


Lions for Lambs 
Ridley Scott, director 


ions for Lambs tagline is: “If you 
don’t stand for something, you 
might fall for anything.” 

That tagline states exactly what 
Senator Jasper Irving (Tom Cruise), 
journalist Janine Roth (Meryl Streep) 
and Professor Stephen Malley (Robert 
Redford) are doing. 

They stand up for what they 
believe after injuries are sustained by 
two Army Rangers left behind enemy 
lines in Afghanistan which lead to 
a series of events between the three 
people. 

Basically the whole movie is about 
how Cruise, Streep, and Redford 
debate about their thoughts about the 
two Army rangers left in Afghanistan 
after the American troops have 
pulled out for good. 

Most of the movie takes place in 
an office in Washington D.C. where 
Cruise, Streep and Redford sit down 
and debate for a good solid hour. The 
movie is 90 minutes long, but the 
debating takes place within an hour. 

There are moments in the movie 
where it makes the audience believe 
the plot may be going somewhere, 
but these moments don’t hold true 
for too long. 

While the movie boasts moments 
of great performances from Streep 
and Cruise, it offers nothing else 
more to the audience. Awful is too 
harsh of a word for this unappetizing 
mess, but it is certainly a trainwreck 
of a movie. 

The movie did have its strong 
moments yes. Streep, Cruise and 
Redford acted very well. Still, this 
movie is not worth seeing. C- 


Dec. 14 Dec. 21 


The Golden Compass Alvin and the National Treasure: 


Grace is Gone 


Atonement 
The Amateurs 


Chipmunks Book of Secrets 
| am Legend Sweeny Todd: The 
The Kite Runner Demon Barber of 
Look Fleet Street 
Walk Hard: The Dewey 
Cox Story 
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Dec. 25 


| Alien Vs. Predator- 


Requiem 
Charlie Wilson’s War 
The Great Debators 
The Water Horse: 
Legend of the Deep 


Dec. 26-28 


There Will Be Blood 
Cassandra’s Dream 
Honeydripper 

The Orphanage 


Measures needed in Elmhurst sex scande! 


STAFF 


Imhurst High School. 

Recently, it seems that no 

one can say that name 

innocently without having 
the words “sex scandal” follow soon 
after. 

According to official reports, 
school secretary Rachel Kearnes 
allegedly had sexual relations with 
former or current students. She was 
then suspended without pay due to 
the impending investigation. Also 
according to reports, Elmhurst’s 
principal followed suit by first 
requesting a medical leave, then 
announcing her retirement. 

In the end, this raise questions 
on what really happened and how 
much people knew, even though 
some may claim the principal knew 


THE RESULTS 


DANIEL FICKENSCHER 


things, or just wanted to leave the 
bad situation altogether. 

The school board and most 
of FWCS became appalled. For 
example, board member Jon Olinger 
said the following in a local WPTA- 
TV news report: 

“T’ve got kids in the system, of 
course it makes me queasy. The 
board members have our kids in 
the system just like everybody else, 
and we sit up nights sometimes just 
worrying about what people do and 
how they do it...” 

The staff of What’s Bruin? noted 
that the main Elmhurst student 
alleged to have been involved was a 
senior and around 17 or 18 when the 
relationship started, meaning it may 
have been consensual. Regardless, 
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student safety and protocol still 
needed to be top concern by all. 

If the secretary is found guilty of 
allegations, What’s Bruin? agreed 
she should be registered as a sex 
offender, and should never be 
allowed to work near kids again. 
One staff member also thought she 
should be jailed. 

What’s Bruin? unanimously 
agreed the alleged student should 
not be fully charged. Maybe a fine, 
according to one staffer. Another 
suggested the secretary, principal 
and student should all be given 
community service too, if guilty. 

Whatever the outcome, justice 
needs to be rightfully served, 
including new and safer measures 
for students and faculty alike. 
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What is your opinion on 
having to wear lanyards 
in the lunch line? 


“I don’t 
like it. We 
shouldn’t 
have to wear 
them.” 


-FRESHMAN 
CAITLAN LOEW 


“It’s 
pointless 
to have to 
wear them 
only for 
lunch.” 


-SOPHOMORE 
JOSIAH SMITH 


“It’s good 
for people 
who have 
lanyards to 
get to eat 
first.” 


-JUNIOR 
HOLLY DEPOY 


“I think 
they’re 
unnecessary 
for lunch.” 


-SENIOR 
COREY WILKIE 


“T fully 
support the 
initiative to 
help make a 
more secure 
school.” 


-ASSISTANT 
PRINCIPLE KEVIN 
DAMERELL 
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Buyer beware: Recent rash of 
recalls ridiculous 


Truth Ors That 
product has 
Be lead paint. Time for 
a recall. 


Told 


Lately, there 
have been recalls in 
great number and it 
is taking its toll on 
consumers. 

First there was 
the salmonella case 
in jars of Peter Pan 
and Great Value 
brands of peanut 
butter. 

That affected me 


MICHAEL personally. Peter Pan 
h is the best peanut 
yl butter. I can’t live 


without it. It just 
recently came back onto store shelves, which 
of course I cried those all familiar happy 
tears. 

Then there were several recalls in 
brands of pet food due to possible cases of 
melamine, which is used to make plastics. 

People don’t want their dogs or family 
members to get sick with these recent recalls, 
but the recalls are the only chance to fix the 
problem. 

Surely the companies that announce a 
recall are losing money, but it’s the only safe 
way to go about the situation. 

It does seem as though the companies are 
becoming a little recall-happy, but they’re 
only being precautious. 

There have also been many toy recall due 
to an excess of lead paint. Some Fisher-Price, 
Barbie and Pixar Cars toys have all been 
recalled for the lead paint. 

There were also recalls made due to 
powerful magnets inserted in the toy. Barbie 
was another victim of this recall. 

A child being exposed to lead is very 
dangerous. These toy companies are only 
doing their job to ensure safety. 

Just recently, a party favor for Halloween 
was released. The party favor was the ugly 
teeth that people wear to gross out their 
friends. The problem was that the teeth had 
an excess of lead paint. According to Fox 
online, the teeth had an excess of 100 times 
the amount of allowable lead. 

This is the kind of item that someone puts 
in his or her mouth. Lead in the mouth is not 
exactly a good thing. So, of course, there was 
a recall. 

General Mills has also got in on the recall 
fun and has recalled frozen pizza, which 
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possibly contains E.coli. 

The Peter Pan peanut butter, the pizzas 
and some of the lead paint products actually 
gave some consumers a sickness or illness, 
which is never good, especially if they’re 
children. 

Some children were found ill due to the 
lead. Some illnesses lead to brain damage. 

Luckily, the party favor teeth recall was 
made before any injuries or illnesses were 
made. 

With all these recalls, people aren’t going 
to keep up with them. People are getting 
tired of having to take back products because 
of defects. Understand that the recalls are 
necessary, but they are still annoying. 

There have been way too many recalls 
lately and companies need to be more careful 
in what they are producing for consumers. 

By now, the manufacturers should have 
learned their lesson about product safety, but 
more recalls keep on coming. Let’s all just 
hope that the recalls stop soon. 


RmEMUJINsery 


hen Thanksgiving and Christmas are 

upon us, the commercials for them are 
bigger than ever. They make the holidays out 
to be better than they really are. 

Commercials want people to buy things 
they don’t need, and the worst thing is that 
they succeed. The holidays are lost through 
commercialization because they just don’t 
show the real life of how families are around 
Thanksgiving or Christmas time. 

They show people exactly what they 
want to see. For example, commercials 
show families on a cold, winter night 
sitting around a table and laughing over a 
magnificent feast. 

Come on now, that is not how the holiday 
season is most of the time. It isn’t all holly 
and jolly with families laughing. 

Yes, families do get together and have 
a big dinner, but they aren’t as happy as 
commercials make people out to be. All 


PRO 


Con 


MATTjackson 


nativity scene in the front yard, and tons 
f wrapped presents under a Christmas 
tree in the family room filled with sparkling 
ornaments. 

The argument has been made that 
the holidays have been a victim of 
commercialization. 

More knick-knacks and holiday figures 
are being developed every year, but is the 
focus really on these things? 

Material has always been a part of the 
American holiday, but it hasn’t consumed it. 
People still happily visit their relatives 
and tell stories of their childhoods and the 

year past. 

Even though families buy happy 
Thanksgiving napkins from Wal-Mart, they 
still give thanks and celebrate. 

It’s true that Thanksgiving has evolved 
since it began in 1621, but everything else 
has too. 

The meaning of Thanksgiving has 


commercials want to capture is the happy 
moments and show something they want 
people to buy. 

They just don’t show the other side of 
the table. Some families have divorces and 
they just don’t get together with family to 
celebrate the holidays. 

Around this time some of the American 
troops are being sent off to Iraq and 
commercials sure don’t capture that at 
all. They just don’t show families praying 
around a table for one of their members off 
to war. 

Commercials won’t even mention God 
or any of the religious symbols. The only 
thing people really see are families laughing 
and talking and having a good time, but not 
praying before they eat. 

Thanksgiving is about giving thanks to 
God for the past year and for a great harvest 


and the story of the Pilgrims and the Indians. 


changed over time. Celebrating the first 

pilgrims feasting with Native Americans is 

almost incomprehendable in the year 2007. 
Christmas has always been a commercial 


holiday in modern America. Most Americans 


buy presents for others, and industries see 
that as an area to make money off of. 

But the commercialism of Christmas 
hasn’t spoiled the holiday. 

For Christian families the birth of Jesus 
is still observed and for secular families, 
family and health is celebrated. The extra 
commercialism just makes the holiday 
more fun for the children who haven't lived 
long enough to appreciate the themes in 
Christmas. 

Christmas is the holiday that industries 
target the most, just because it’s one of the 
most commonly celebrated holidays in the 
world, and because of the nature of the 
holiday. 

Evergreen trees are bought, feasts 
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The Pilgrims broke away from the church 
and sailed to America to start a new life. 
Also, the Native Americans helped the 
Pilgrims get food and adapt to a new land 
and made the first Thanksgiving. 

The commercials never mention how 
Squanto befriended the Pilgrims and finally 
united the Indians and the Pilgrims together 
for Thanksgiving. 

People are now relying on commercials 
for the holiday season and that is not how it 
should be. People are just too wrapped up in 
television for the holiday season. 

Once people get Christmas ideas and 
receive gifts, they soon fail to work or 
perform the task they were made to do. 

Yes, some things do work for awhile, but 
most of the time they don’t. Commercials 
just get people to spend a bunch of money 
so that six months down the road they are 
paying off bills, or filing for bankruptcy. 


) 
107 


are bought, and the most important and 
distinguished part of Christmas: gifts. 

The amount of spending the United States 
does during the holiday season is more than 
any other time during the season, but the 
money spent on toys for children and adults 
are then given away to others. 

Giving of gifts ties directly into the 
original Christmas according to the Bible, 
where the three wise men brought gifts to 
baby Jesus. 

The gifts are bought in tradition, and 
tradition does not ruin a holiday. Tradition 
only adds to the charm. 

Does purchasing gifts really take the 
focus off the holidays and the meaning of the 
holidays. 

Although the industries may just be in the 
holiday business for an extra few bucks, the 
items spent by consumers are bought for the 
right reasons, and the main focus is still on 
the family, like it should be. 


YIHOSNAMIA TAINVG 
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Driving Academy 
The NEW Driver Education School 


WINTER BREAK CLASS ~ 12 sessions total 
December 15 (9-11:30), December 17-20 (5-7:30) 


Classroom instruction of 


December 26-29 (9-1 1:30}, January 2-4 (9-1 1:30) approximately 30 students. 
2008 CLASS SCHEDULE Car instruction will be one on one; 
MONDAY - THURSDAY Time: 5 - 7:30pm one student, one instructor. 


January 14 - January 31 March 17 - April 4 
February 4 - February 21 April 14 - May 1 
February 25 - March 13 May 5 - May 22 A 
SATURDAY - SUNDAY Session | Time: 1:30 - 4pm 
February 9/10 February 23/24 = March 15/16 


| 30 classroom hou; 
& 6 hours Persong| 
driving Instruction, 


February 16/17 March 8/9 March 29/30 
SATURDAY - SUNDAY Session II Time: 1:30 - 4pm For Onl 
April 5/6 April 19/30 May 10/11 $375.00 
April 12/13 May 3/4 May 17/18 


10320 Coldwater Road (The Pine Valley Mall) ~ DrivingAcademy.com ~ 490-7005 


Ball State majors. 
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What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 
located at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. It is printed by Craftline 
Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob 
Miller serving as representative. 


Rates for color and black-and-white 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 
anytime. Discounts are also available for 
advertising in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 
Northrop students and faculty. Any 
columns, or opinions in the Forum 
section, belong solely to said writers, or 
staff in cases of staff editorials. 


Letters to the editor are also encouraged 
and accepted. Letters must be signed 
with name and grade for verification, 
then submitted to Room D111. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any 
malicious comments aimed directly or 
indirectly at individuals. We also reserve 
the right to edit, if needed, for space and 
appropriateness 
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Charisma 
performs 
annual 
holiday show 


JACOBcrowell 


he event began with a 
dinner catered in from 
Casa Grille. 

The dinner consisted of 
salad, pasta, cupcakes and other 
food served in the commons. 
Charisma show choir could 
heard also singing Christmas 
carols to their guests. 

Welcome to Holidays with 
Charisma. 

Then the real show began, 
as everyone went into the 
auditorium for 18 songs, and a 
skit performed by sophomore 
Kenny Deal and his friends. 

Some of the songs included 
“Baby It’s Cold Outside,” “White 
Christmas,” and “We Wish You 
A Merry Christmas.” 

There were several 
singing solos including 
“Blue Christmas” sung by 
junior Breanna Deal, “White 
Christmas” sung by senior 
Kyle Hoos, and “Las Peces En 
El Rio” sung by senior Jasmine 


COREY VENABLE 


“It's the most wonderful time of the year”: 
Seniors Joe Weingartner and Sarah Snow 
sing a rendition of the famous holiday carol. 


Navarro in Spanish. All but one 
of the solos also featured able 
keyboard accompaniment. 
There was also one cello 
solo, “Jesu Joy Of Man’s 
Desiring” performed by 
sophomore Madelyn DuVall and 
accompanied by choir teacher 
Jeanette Walsh on the keyboard. 
“Some performances that 
I thought went really well 
were Jordan Smith’s dance. Joe 
Weingartner’s skit was really 
funny, and everybody else did 
really well also,” said Charisma 
director Maupin. 
Held Dec. 2, Holidays with 
Charisma performances also 
included plenty of choreography 


and several different outfits from 
song to song. 

Charisma also competes 
during the year with a separate 
competition show. The audience 
got to see this too, performed 
in reverse order. It was the first 
time the competition show has 
been performed in front of a 
Northrop home audience. 

To end the competition show, 
male members sang, “You Give 
Love A Bad Name” while girls 
sang “I Hate Myself For Loving 
You.” 

“I thought the show went 
really well. The kids, audience, 
and food were all great,” said 
Maupin. 


Bruin ISTEP results mixed overall; some gains 


JULITEnguyen 


STEP scores are back. 

Among sophomores, 
who must pass in order to 
graduate, 62 percent passed 
English overall, up from 60 
percent last year. In math, 58 
percent passed overall, the 
same as last year. 

In a breakdown of 
sophomore scores, largest 
gains were among Asian 
sophomores jumping from 58 
to 92 percent in English, and 
75 to 92 percent in math. 

Next best, those in the free 
and reduced lunch category: 
15 percent jumps occurred, 
from 38 to 53 percent in 
English, and 35 to 50 percent 


in math. 

Among African-American 
sophomores, scores jumped 
five percent in English and 
eight percent in math. Among 
Hispanics, three percent higher 
in English and down 23 percent 
in math. 

Among special education 
sophomores, scores rose two 
percent in English and fell three 
percent in math. 

And among whites, scores fell 
two percent in English and three 
percent in math. 

“For math in tenth grade, 
we held our own and we went 
up in the cell areas which is 
already good,” said principal 


WB? / DEC. 2007 


Barb Ahlersmeyer. “Teachers 
do expect a difference next year 
because of the freshmen block 
which has an impact on ISTEP.” 

“T think there should be 
even more after-school help,” 
said junior Lindsay Galbreath, 
who retook ISTEP this year. 

For the freshmen ISTEP, 60 
percent passed English, down 
two percent from last year. 
Sixty-five percent passed math, 
same as last year. 

Statewide, the sophomore 
results ranked Northrop 276 
out of 376 Indiana schools. 

“T expect scores to be 
much better next year,” said 
Ahlersmeyer. 


Holiday coffeehouse brews up talent 


Event’s seventh year brings largest attendance, crowd-pleasing acts 


MATTjackson 


eae seven years ago, the 

student holiday coffeehouse 
only featured a play put on by 

the drama department. 

Approximately 20 people 
attended the event the first year. 

This year the coffeehouse was 
attended by over 100 people, 
jamming the stage full of people 
and forcing some people to sit in 
the house seats. 

The admission price to the 
event was either one dollar 
or two canned food items, 
which went to the Fort Wayne 
Community Harvest Food Bank. 

Couches and armchairs were 
placed on stage to create an 
intimate and casual coffee house 
feel: 

Members of Student Council 
organized the event: serving 
Higher Grounds coffee, hot 
chocolate and a plethora of 
desserts such as cheesecake, 
brownies, cookies and many 
other goodies at a small price 
with money that would be 
donated to Student Council. 

“The coffeehouse was really 
successful,” said junior Student 
Council member Crystal Liang 
who helped serve coffee and 


New DDR Club 
meets Fridays 


DDR stands for Dance 
Dance Revolution, is a new 
form of competitive dancing, 
and a new Northrop club. 

Junior Noah Buillon is 
president of the club with 
junior Dan Coroian vice 
president. 

“The reason we started is 
we really liked the game and 
wanted to meet more people 
who enjoyed it,” said Bouillon. 

DDR Club meets each 
Friday in sponsor April 
Castator’s room. The first 
meeting already held this 
month brought in 12 Bruins. 

“Hopefully more will show 
up,” said Bouillon. 


food at the event. “Working at 
the coffeehouse was a lot of fun.’ 

Liang also performed 
“Almost Lover” by Fine Frenzy 
on piano, along with junior 
Krisine Meiser. 

“All together we raised about 
$200 for Student Council, and 
about 200 cans of food,” added 
Liang. 

The evening started off with 
senior Matt Bennett playing 
four songs, including a cover of 
Rihanna’s song “Umbrella.” 

Then, the students in the 
advanced theatre arts class 
proceeded to act out the comedy 
Every Christmas Story Ever Told 
(And Then Some), where the 
actors and actresses debated the 
true meaning of Christmas and 
other popular Christmas tales. 

The most laughter came from 
a scene where juniors Nguyen 
Tran and Montana Osborn 
played two homosexuals giving 
fashion advice to Santa Claus for 
a fictional show called Queer Eye 
for the Sleigh Guy. 

When asked what he thought 
about how the play went, senior 
Devon Middleton proclaimed, 
“Every part was great except for 
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Key Club helps 
local family 


Key Club has been selling 
candy and other food for a 
local family in need. Part of the 
fundraising also will go to Toys 
for Tots, along with the money 
now to the local family. 

“It’s a family that wasn’t 
going to get much other 
assistance,” said sponsor 
Jonathan Miller. “Toys for Tots is 
a more national group that has 
more exposure than the family 
we're helping. 

Key Club has been selling 
the candy since the Wednesday 
before Thanksgiving for $1 each. 

“Our utilities could be used 
in amore meaningful way,” said 
Miller. 
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mine. We had some technical 
difficulties, but it was pretty 
good.” 

“We've been practicing the 
play for about 3 weeks,” he 
added. “I was a little nervous 
out there, but the turnout was 
really good.” 

The night was then rounded 
off with seniors Kyle Gibbs, Alex 
Bowers, and Steve Richardville 
playing three songs including 
a cover of Live’s “I Alone,” 
and an open mic where anyone 
attending could perform 
followed. 

During the open mic, 
Middleton also participated in a 
spur-of-the-moment rendition of 
Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believing” 
along with sophomore Jacob 
Crowell. 


“Working at the 
coffeehouse 
was a lot of 
fun.” 


-JUNIOR CRYSTAL LIANG 


Robison starts 
Constitution Club 


Social studies teacher Robb 
Robison has started a new 
Constitution Club called We the 
People. 

Each week in B104, students 
can meet to talk about the U.S. 
Constitution and apply it to 
present-day issues. 

“We try to analyze what the 
founding fathers were actually 
thinking,” said Robison. “We 
want to make students more 
active citizens.” 

He said he hopes next year 
the club will actually become a 
class, which would also involve 
competitions. As of now though, 
the club has mock trials and 
debates. 


CHELSEA ABBOTT 


CHELSEA ABBOTT 


CHELSEA ABBOTT 


Seniors Alex Bowers, Kyle Gibbs 
and Steve Richardville provide some 
Christmas jam. 

Middle, Here comes Santa Claus: 
Sophomore Drake Turner brings out 
the big man. 

Top, Arrrrrgh! Juniors Michael 
Haynes and Montana Osborn made 
a crowd-pleasing nerd and pirate. 


Honor Society 
volunteers 


National Honor Society is 
doing volunteer work all over 
town such as decorating the Ft. 
Wayne Botanical Conservatory 
for Christmas. 

Another Christmas project 
is collecting money and toys 
for two area families. Money 
will be split among the 
families, in addition to bought 
groceries and gifts for families 
this holiday. 

National Honor Society 
devotes 13 hours per member 
each half of the school year to 
help in the community. To be 
accepted, a student also must 
have a grade point average of 
3.7 or higher. 
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ne in 4 people have had it 
happen to them more than once, 
according to. Forty-two percent 
also have been a victim. 

This isn’t an epidemic of some common 
disease or a global issue, but a quiet monster 
that only comes out in the Internet world: 
cyberbullying. 

People more and more, teens definitely 
included, are choosing the Internet to fight 
and bully and threaten. They are doing so, 
according to experts, because they can say 
anything over the Internet as opposed to the 
person’s face and still get the message out. 

Cyberbullying to her is defined as, 
“getting tough on the keyboard,” said 
freshman Kate Connors, who said she’s been 
bullied plenty online. 

According to Cyberbullying.us, an 
Internet safety group, the term is offically 
defined as: willful and repeated harm 
inflicted through the medium of electronic 
text. 

“I feel like a bully is someone who’s really 
jerky and mean to you at all times,” said 
Connors. “And an online bully is someone 
who decides to get really cocky on the 
keyboard and goes off on you online instead 
of in person.” 

She said that even though she’s been a 
victim of cyberbullying, she still seeks to 
keep a bubbly and self-confident attitude 
about herself. 

A recent problem for Connors came with 
her friend and the bullying accusation that 
Connors was “easy,” or they were mad at her 
for something she possibly did or didn’t do. 

She tried to make amends afterwards 
by apologizing via notes or in a comment 
on MySpace where she could make it more 
public and everyone could see it. 

“Sometimes, I just laugh it off, but other 
times I get really upset because it’s so mean,” 
said Connors. 

Cyberbullying can have unpleasant 
effects on a person’s self-esteem. Also, 
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As online bullying 
becomes a rising 
problem nationally, 
two Bruins speak of 
its lasting effects, 
dangers, regrets 


KRISTINEmeiser 
TEM ON DN Seis 


cyberbulling is mostly words instead of fists, 
and is said to mostly break others down 
emotionally, not physically. 

“Tt really hurts your self-esteem and 
dignity. It can ruin and degrade your entire 
self as a whole,” said Connors. 

Name-calling, especially, is a popular 
thing to do for cyberbullies. 

They can use a colorful arrangement 
of vulgar words to disintegrate a person’s 
being. It can also cause the victim to think 
the worst or to already have a bad view of 
themselves. 

Name-calling is also used to instigate a 
bigger fight that can follow later. 

Here, bullies can set people up and seek 
to create a reason to have a physical fight. 

“The person called me many rude, very 
profane things,” said Connors. 

“This takes place on MySpace or AIM, but 


_.. it’s usually AIM because it’s faster,” she said. 


But, Connors said she can also identify 


' with the temptation to bully. 


She admitted that she could see both 


E : sides of the story because along with being a 


victim, she has been a bullied in the past. 

“T have done it to people in person, online 
and through other people,” she said. “I have 
gotten mad at people and I couldn’t talk to 
them, so I decided to go off on them online 
instead.” 

Many people use MySpace or other 
online medium to get their thoughts out and 
communicate with their friends, but it also 
has a bad side. 

Teens can easily talk to anyone and get 
what they say out quickly without having 
to deal with others in person, which makes 
it a hotspot for insults and many MySpace 
fights. 

Why people make it so public though 
may be the real question. 

“It’s like they try to make it seem like you 
were in the wrong even though you weren’t 
and they actually were and it’s just really 
stupid,” said Connors. 


‘ie 


“Sometimes, | just laugh it off,” 
said freshman Kate Connors 
(right). She is an example of 
someone with problems with 
cyberbullies. Junior Erik Schultz, 
then used to be the person on 
the other side: the bully. “It was 
something to do when | was 
bored,” said Schultz (above). 


“They try to prove they’re so mad at you. 
You have nothing to gain at all.” 

Connors said cyberbullying has no 
excuse, but words are still better than actual 
physical harm. 

“Yes, sometimes I think that there should 
be preventive measures if they’re threatening 
to harm you, but take no offense if it’s just 
words because it hurts a lot less than the 
physical,” she said. 

Words online can still come back to haunt 
later through other kids repeating back what 
someone allegedly said online. 

“The bullies start spreading rumors at 
school and what we talked about usually got 
out,” said Connors. 

Most schools, including Northrop, have 
a bullying policy. And even though Connors 
has been bullied herself, she also wondered 
how much schools should try to interfere. 

“It is the personal lives of the students,” 
she said. “The school is for learning and I 
do believe there are some extremes (where 
schools should get involved), like expulsions 
for fights that occur.” 

Connors has learned a valuable lesson 
from this experience overall. 

“I’ve decided to give up on people who 
bully online because they’re usually just 
dumb,” she said. 


Of A Former Bully — 


yberbullying is coming up more and 
more in the news, and affecting the 
Northrop student population right with it. 
Junior Erik Schultz admitted to being a 
cyberbully in the past, but did it for the fun 


of annoying people or making them mad. 

He said he bullied and teased through 
AOL Instant Messenger and MySpace, 
mainly cracking wise jokes on them. 

“Lam trying to stop bullying people 
because I see how much I bother people by 
being mean to them,” said Schultz. 

The wise jokes did get old after people 
were bullied for awhile. But there were also 
others, said Schultz, who egged him on to a 
point where he just fired jokes back. 

“Tt was something to do when I was 
bored,” he said. “I thought it was fun at the 
time. I liked to spread the ‘Christmas joy’ 
to people who make me mad or get on my 
nerves.” 

It all got started for Schultz when he 
would go online and start talking to people 
he knew until someone he disliked signed 
on. The little boxes on AIM would pop up 
saying, “(So-and-so) has just signed on.” 

He would scroll his mouse over the box and 
click on the name and started to 
talk to them. 

He gradually started to 
crack jokes on them. Then, he 
admitted, it became a way of life 
for him. 

“It was like an adrenaline 
rush for me,” said Schultz. 
“And when I saw people getting 


“(Bullying) really 
hurts your self- 
esteem and dignity. 
It can ruin and 
degrade your entire 
self as a whole.” 


-FRESHMAN KATE CONNORS 
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angry, | would just laugh and keep on joking 
around.” 

It was fun at the time, he confessed, but 
now he doesn’t think it is. 

“Tam not sure why I thought it was fun,” 
confessed Schultz. 

He said he does feel bad now for being 
mean to people he disliked, and would 
apologize to the ones of which he was 
meanest. 

“T would apologize because I know 
someone who was bullied by my friend. He 
apologized and now they are best of friends 
just about,” said Schultz. 


Below and across, “| liked to spread the ‘Christmas 
joy’ to people who made me mad or got on my 
nerves,” said junior Erik Schultz. He is now an 
admitted former bully, who bullied multiple people 
online. On the other hand, freshman Kate Connors 
has been bullied online and says she has been 
hurt a lot by it. 


Cyberbullying blamed for 
recent teen death 


¢ ‘yberbullying over MySpace.com 

\ allegedly led to the death of Missouri 
teen Megan Meier, according to recent 
national news reports. 

Meier already suffered from attention 
deficit disorder (ADD) and depression. Then 
she began an online friendship with a “cute 
boy,” said reports. 

They talked, but eventually the “cute 
boy” ended their friendship, saying he heard 
she was “cruel” to her friends. 

The next day Meier hanged herself. 

Meier’s parents now think the “cute boy” 
was actually Meier’s female teen neighbor 
down the street trying to play a cruel cyber 
hoax, which they say ultimately was the 
cause of Meier’s suicide. 

This story is just one of the many 
cyberbullying stories popping up in the 
news lately. 


It can be a big problem for teenage kids in 
high school because some students can bring 
their problems to school. 

Soon friends can get involved and it can 
become a huge all-out brawl over an online 
problem. Some have even taken these threats 
to the extreme and committed suicide. 

The national question is now how to 
combat this growing problem. For example, 
laws requiring anything said or done over 
the Internet to pass through the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC), an 
independent U.S. government agency which 
is a direct responsibility of U.S. Congress. 

Also, TV has been taking part in stopping 
cyberbullying. Companies have been coming 
out with commercials promoting safety. For 
example, one says: “If you wouldn’t say it in 
person, why say it online?” 

Although the FCC and TV are starting 
action, what were schoolyard bullies only 
are getting online and nastier, according to a 
recent USA Today report. 

Also, cyberbullying can happen to anyone 
at any time because the Internet is open to 


online 


- 1 in 4 have had it happen more than once ~ 


* 42% of kids have been bullied while 


* 53% of kids admit having said something 
a mean or hurtful to another person online 
| * More than 1 in 3 have done it more than 


once 


CYBERBULLYING TIPS: — 
¢ Tell a trusted adult about the bullying, 
and keep telling until the adult takes — : 


action 


« Don’t erase the messages—they 

may be needed to take action —_— 
* If you are threatened with harm, | 
inform the local police 


-SOURCE: “CYBER BULLYING: STATISTICS AND TIPS,” 
REPORTED ONLINE BY I-SAFE, AN INTERNET SAFETY 
EDUCATION GROUP. 
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anyone who as access to a computer. In fact, 
a lot of bullies have stopped bullying only at 
school and are now bullies over the Internet. 

Northrop is not immune either. 

Cyberbullying is happening quite often 
at Northrop. In fact, Northrop’s published 
bullying policy was inspired in great part by 
online bullying, in addition to other actions. 

“The only way the school gets involved is 
if they bring it into the school,” said assistant 
principal Cheryl Strader. 

“Friends get involved and then we have 
to get involved. They are interfering with the 
students’ right for an education. 

Strader said it really is a problem. 

“We have kids that get online and make 
threats of all kinds,” she said. “The students 
want us to do something about it. Our advice 
is to ditch the MySpace, or Facebook.” 

Strader also said that all threats through 
these websites are controlled by the FCC. 

“Fort Wayne Community Schools 
has a very good harassment policy and 
that can be found in Students Rights and 
Responsibilities Handbook,” she said. 


14-0 Brady, Patriots 
overrated; will lose 


B ru i n om Brady. 
: Is he 
Lineu p overrated? Yes 


he is. 

The New 
England 
Patriots treat 
him like he is a 
god, Actually, 
they treat him 
better than 
Jesus. 

Brady and 
the Patriots 
are currently 
14-0 and they 
plan to go 16-0 
in the regular 
season and 
hopefully win the Super Bowl to make 
them 19-0. 

But I’m predicting that won't 
happen at all. They will end up losing 
one just to rest their starters for the 
playoffs since they have clinched 
the AFC East division when they 
mauled the Buffalo Bills. But don’t 
underestimate their backups. They will 
probably pull out some binoculars and 
start stealing signs from the defense 
and offense. 

If someone is 14-0, has Randy Moss 
as a receiver, and in order to defeat the 
New York Jets they need to cheat, then 
something needs to be done other than 
fines and losing draft picks. 

As far as Brady, it looks to others as 
if his shoulder and arm are perfectly 
fine. He still finds someway to zip the 
ball down field to Moss. Brady is a one- 
man guy. But if he would open up his 
eyes more, and use his big cranium, he 
would see Donté Stallworth being left 
wide open with many other receivers. 

Does he go to Stallworth and these 
other receivers? The answer to that 
question is absolutely not. Occasionally 
he will throw to them when his buddy 
Moss is completely covered. 

The key to defeating the Patriots 
is putting pressure on Brady and to 
contain Moss. But if Brady can’t throw 
to Moss or anyone else, he will try to 
run or take the sack. 

They just need to be stopped so 
ESPN and Sports Center will stop 
talking about how good the Patriots 
are. It’s time for a new headline, for 
example, “Wow, what an upset!” 


TEMUJIN 
sery 


Varsity seniors leading way with over 100 
points scored; Bruins now 4-1 


KRISTINEmeiser 


he varsity boys’ basketball 

team is 4-1 after defeating 

Dekalb, East Noble, 
Carroll and Elmhurst. The only 
loss for the winning-record 
Bruins was to Wayne earlier this 
month. 

Dekalb was defeated 50-44, 
East Noble 60-51, Carroll 52-47. 
The boys lost to Wayne 64-58, 
then back to victory with the 
most recent Elmhurst win, 63-51. 

The top offensive players 
so far this year based on points 
are seniors Richard Gates, Trent 
Wilson and Kevin Dawson. 

Wilson scored 48 points in 
the first three games with junior 
Javon Burnett, Dawson, and 
Gates following with 31, 26 and 
26 points, respectively. 

But, the rest of the team won't 
go unnoticed. 

“We're getting better as 
a team this year instead of 
individually,” said Wilson. 

“We already have one more 
win than we did last year,” said 
Dawson. 

Also, new head coach Al 
Rhodes is attributed with much 
of the team’s success. 

“He has a proven track 
record. He knows what he’s 
talking about,” said Dawson. 

“T wouldn’t trade him for 
anyone else,” added Gates. 

“T’ve been very proud,” said 
Rhodes. “We’ve worked hard 
and been competitive in games. 
Our good defense has been the 
key to our wins, but we have a 
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long way to go on offense.” 

He also said that seniors Greg 
Portee and Carlton Bradtmiller 
are leading the defensive end of 
the team. 

Portee has made 100 percent 
of his three-point shots so far. 
Bradtmiller has made 55.6 
percent of his field goals. 

Added to this, all three of the 
top players said they’re already 
making highlights this season. 

“The steal I had in the Carroll 
game with a minute or so left 
was my highlight,” said Gates. 

“My highlight was getting 
my teammates involved,” said 
Wilson. 

“We were undefeated (before 
Wayne). That was my highlight,” 
said Dawson. 

Rhodes also admitted many 
highlights. 

“Each game is exciting and 
I love getting to coach against 
different coaches as we move 
towards the tournament,” said 
Rhodes. 
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RIDGET BUCHANAN 


And now your Bruin 
starting lineup! From 
top, seniors Richard 
Gates (guard), Trent 
Wilson (forward), 

Carlton Bradtmiller 


(center), Kevin Dawson 


(guard), and junior 


Javon Burnett (forward). 
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Key Mitchell motivating 
more teamwork, goals, 


assists 


MICHAELhaynes 


WwW a goal and countless assists so far, 
sophomore Cory Mitchell is rising up 
with more leadership. He also is seeking to 
motivate his Northrop hockey team to build 
up its teamwork skills, and think less as 
individuals. 


WB? What position do you play? 

CM: Center. 

WB? Do you like playing center and why? 
CM: Yes, because you get to handle the puck 
more. 

WB? How long have you been playing? 
CM: Since freshman year. 

WB? What got you interested in hockey? 
My grandfather taught me how to play 
hockey when I was three years old. 

WB? What are your best skills and why do 
you think they’re your best? 

CM: Handling the puck because I can do a 
lot of tricks with it. 

WB? What has been your best moment so 
far? 

CM: It’s when I scored a goal out of town 
against North Central. 

WB? What are your personal goals for the 
season? 

CM: To become an assistant or a captain. 
WB? What are the team’s goals for the 
season? 

CM: To work a lot harder, work on skating a 
lot faster and working with the team more. 


Boys’ swim currently 
ranked 14th in state 


The boys’ swim and dive team is 2-1 so 
far this season, led by the team’s new head 
coach John Gibson. 

“We couldn’t have come out better. 

It’s the best situation,” said senior top 
swimmer Curtis Chaney, looking to return 
to state for the third straight time, in 
freestyle events. 

The team also is currently ranked 14th 
in the state. 

Chaney said this year will be tougher 
since the team lost a lot of seniors last 
year, but believes the team is training well. 
Another goal includes a relay team also 
hopefully making it to state. 
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And also going to state. 

WB? What do you think about 
your teammates? 

CM: Overall they’re all good. 
They’re all friendly. 

WB? How have you improved 
from last year? 

CM: I am skating a lot faster 
and have been working harder 
and getting a lot more assists. 
WB? How do you think you 
can improve now? 

CM: Working on being a lot 
faster, and more skills with 
moving the puck faster. 

WB? How do you think the 
team will do this season and 
why? 

CM: We're going to do pretty 
well. We have better players 
and we’re working as a team 
instead of as individuals. 

WB? What do you think of 
your competition and why? 
CM: They’re really hard. But I think if we 
can work more as a team, | think we can beat 
them. 

WB? North Side has the top spot right now. 
What do you think of that? 

CM: They have good strategies and they 
work more as a team. That’s why they’re 
pretty good. 


KAITLIN FARRELL 


Girls’ swim 2-2 under 
new coaches 


The girls’ swim and dive team has new 
coaches this season, and are currently 2-2. 

“T like our coaches, they’re awesome,” 
said junior top diver Jamie Curtis. 

So far, all of the divers have placed either 
first, second or third. 

Curtis said with everything that 
happened last year with the loss of coaches, 
the team is a lot closer this year and thinks 
the team will be a lot better as a result. 

“1 think we have a good group of kids,” 
said head coach John Gibson. 
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“We’re working 
as a team 
instead of as 
individuals.” 


-SOPHOMORE CENTER CORY MITCHELL 


2-1 Bruin wrestlers 
mat South Side, Luers 


Northrop’s wrestling team has a 2-1 
SAC record so far this season. 

“We're doing okay, but I would like to 
be doing better,” said new head wrestling 
coach Willie Miller. 

“And for the younger and first-year 
kids to get up to speed and to step up and 
improve.” 

The team recently won meets against 
South Side and Luers. In the Luers meet, 
Northrop even doubled Luers’s score. 

“Our goal is to win the SAC and to 
improve. Both of these goals look very 
realistic,” said Miller. 


Reunited Wu-Tang 
still kicking after 
six-year hiatus 


MATTjackson 


Wu-Tang Clan 


Medical drama 
Awake surgically 
suspenseful 


KOR S ENG mre ser 


Awake 


8 Diagrams Joby Harold, director 
hf u- magine what it would be like to 
Tang feel someone cutting open your 

Clan is chest. You’re under anesthesia, but 

unpredict- somehow, you can feel the surgeon 

able!” shouts operating. 

Inspectah In the movie Awake, this happens 

Deck during to the main character, Clay Beresford 

the track (Hayden Christensen). 

“Unpredict- Beresford suffered a heart attack, 

able.” but luckily his doctor and friend, Jack 
Unpredict- Harper (Terrence Howard), saved his 


able is exactly 

what the Clan’s life has been since ‘01. 

8 Diagrams is the Wu-Tang Clan’s 
first album since 2001 and the first 
album without founding member Ol’ 
Dirty Bastard, who died in 2004. 

The Wu also had to deal with 
frustrations from some members. 


Both Ghostface Killah and Raekwon 


have both spoken out against RZA’s 
methods of producing the album, 
saying that RZA controlled the 
album’s direct without the other 
members’ input. 

Although some members might 
not be happy with him, RZA brings a 
set of 14 diverse beats to 8 Diagrams, 
ranging from abstract, to old school, 
and everywhere in between 

Every rapper delivers vicious 
verses, but that’s just what it sounds 
like. eight rappers trying to get in their 
verse in, without a sense of unity. 

Some of the hooks on the album 
don’t get your head bobbing, and the 
“Clan” sense is minimal, but it’s still 
better than most of the rap albums 
being released. 

In retrospect 8 Diagrams will be 
regarded as one of the Wu-Tang Clan’s 
better albums. A- 


life. But now, Beresford needs a heart 
transplant. 

After the heart attack, Harper 
tells Beresford that he only has about 
a 50-50 chance of surviving the 
transplant. Beresford decides to take 
initiative and ask his girlfriend, Sam 
Lockwood (Jessica Alba) to marry 
him, and right after the marriage, 
Beresford gets a call telling him that 
his doctors found him a heart. 

Beresford chooses Harper to 
operate although he’s had four 
previous malpractice suits. 

Right before the surgery is 
scheduled to begin, Harper’s usual 
anesthesiologist doesn’t show up and 
anew guy, Dr. Larry Lupin shows up 
drunk to be the anesthesiologist. 

Lupin thinks he puts Beresford 
under, but Beresford is still somewhat 
conscious. He can hear what the 
doctors are saying and he can feel 
them operating, but he can’t move. 

After all of this, the movie has 
many more twists and turns that will 
have you on the edge of your seat. 
However, the movie doesn’t really 
have a conclusion and leaves the 
viewer thinking that there should 
have been more. B 


Jan. 15 Jan. 22 Jan. 29 Feb. 5 


Daughtry Annihilator Cat Power Elephant Man Sheryl Crow 
Home Metal Jukebox Let's Get Physical Detours 
Rush Magnetic Fields Matt Costa Louis XIV Lenny Kravitz 


Permanent Waves Distortion Unfamiliar Faces Slick Dogs and It is Time for a Love 
Marah Ringo Starr Method Man Ponies Revolution 


Angels of Liverpool 8 Method Man: Live The Mars Volta Nada Surf 
Destruction! from the Sunset The Bedlam in Lucky 
Strip Goliath 
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DANIEL FICKENSCHER 


Heritage racism, 


SARE 


t Heritage High School 

recently, some students 

claimed two racist notes 

were found in their 
lockers. But an investigation took 
place and found later that there 
was only one note, and found in 
the drawer of a classroom lab table. 
The students then changed their 
stories about the incident. Still, racist 
bullying was alleged. 

What’s Bruin? thought that 
whatever the truth in the Heritage 
incident, racism and bullying are 
just plain wrong anywhere. 

The staff defined bullying as 
when someone picks on another 
intentionally to hurt or threaten. 

Bullying, including in racist ways 
or even online, is ridiculous and 
steps should be taken to control it. 
One staff member said it well noting 
any racism is too much racism. 

Some staff said harsher 
punishments for bullying and 


bullying wrong 


racism must happen even more 

in order to stop the problem. 
Furthermore, current published 
policies and efforts against bullying 
and racism aren’t tough enough and, 
quite honestly, just aren’t working. 
Another staff member even said it 
will probably continue to happen for 
a long time. 

In the Heritage matter, most 
of What’s Bruin? believed further 
investigation needs to take place in 
order for the truth to come out. 

Some agreed the students who 
changed their stories were just afraid 
of what the consequences might be. 
They were probably intimidated by 
the investigators which forced them 
to change their stories a little. 

Yes, racism is bad and should be 
stopped. Yes, bullying of all kinds, 
too, is without excuse. But as one 
staffer said: If racism and bullying 
shouldn’t exist anymore, Heritage 
only proves it still does. 


WITH GEORGE'S RIDE ALMOST OVER 
AND THE IOWA CAUCUS VOTE SOON), 


THINGS ARE ABOUT 
THE NEXT RIDER... ¢ 
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Merry Christmas, 
not Happy Holidays 


erry 
Truth Christmas! 
Be Happy Holidays! 


Instead of being 
kind things to say, 
they are starting to 
become “bad” things 
to say, according 
to some people’s 
certain point of view. 
Recently, the 
word Christmas 
has been removed 
from the Christmas 
season. In a recent 
Lowe’s ad, filled 
with Christmas 


Told 


MICHAEL q 
ecorations, 
ha ynes their advertised 
Christmas trees were 
renamed ” Family 
Trees.” 


It is the Christmas season, don’t take 
away the word Christmas from the things 
that are Christmas oriented. 

Lowe’s spokesman Chris Ahearn did 
apologize by saying, “Let me reiterate my 
apology that we had an advertising error 
that created a stir.” 

Okay, so Lowe’s stores did apologize, they 
deserve some credit there. 

For several years Wal-Mart stores has 
required their empoloyees to say “Happy 
Holidays” instead “Merry Christmas.” This 
year Wal-Mart has reverted back to “Merry 
Christmas,” probably due to the complaints 
that Wal-Mart has had over the issue. 

Best Buy stores have decided to only refer 
to the holidays and not mention Christmas, 
so the store doesn’t exclude other religions, 
which is what this whole debate is really all 
about. 

The companies have a good point to not 
leave anyone excluded because some people 
don’t celebrate Christmas. Some people 
celebrate Hanukkah and light the Menorah 
and others celebrate Kwanzaa and dress 
in their traditional African clothing that’s 
special to them. 

But guess what? A lot of people do 
celebrate Christmas and not saying “Merry 
Christmas” or writing the word Christmas in 
an ad is degrading to the Christmas season. 

This is what this time of year is all 
about—Christmas, and taking the name out 
of everything is just wrong. 

If people are really getting all bent out of 
shape about this subject, people should just 
say, “Bah Humbug!” That way no one will be 
offended. Maybe. 


ON 
CO) 
RECORD 
What do you want 
for Christmas? 


“A 
Nintendo 
Wii.” 


-FRESHMAN 
KAYLA ALBER 


“| want 
Guitar 
Hero 3.” 


-SOPHOMORE 
JACOB STIEFEL 


“A 
German 
Shepherd 


puppy.” 


-JUNIOR 
KRISTINA BRUNING 


“Money. 
You can’t 
go wrong 
with that.” 


-SENIOR 
ROB HAMILTON 


Sa AN 
Red Ryder 
BB gun.” 


-SOCIAL STUDIES 
TEACHER ROBB 
ROBISON 


MATTjackson 


he Harrison Sqaure project is one of the 
most debated topics in recent memory of 
Ft. Wayne. 

The majority of the people who live in Ft. 
Wayne are against the project because they 
don’t care about what happens downtown. 

But Harrison Square would be a huge 
step towards downtown revitalization. 
Downtown Ft. Wayne is in a depression, and 
Harrison Square would be its New Deal. 

People don’t go downtown because, 
frankly, there isn’t much to do. 

The new library was built, but people 
who live out on the edge of town and in the 
suburbs have a closer library to go to. 

The construction of the malls was the 
reason for the original demise of downtown. 

People liked to park close, and visit all the 
stores they wanted to go to in one trip, in 
turn forcing the stores downtown to either 
move to the malls or go under. 

Harrison Square would bring back some 
of the businesses downtown that has been 


JACOBcrowell 


lans for Harrison Square are starting to 
sound ridiculous. 

People are paying taxes to have this 
stadium and walkway, when there are some 
people that have to get lunch at the soup 
kitchen. The point is that there is a lot of 
other things that the money could be spent 
on instead of building another baseball 
stadium when we already have a decent 
stadium near the Memorial Coliseum. 

A lot of local businesses are also very 
much against the duplication of a baseball 
stadium. Businesses are posting signs 
outside their buildings that read: “Build it 
and we won’t come.” 

A million-dollar walkway and a $30 
million baseball stadium does not sound 
like a good time. It sounds like a big waste 
of time and money. There are walkways that 
are already built and are perfect for walking 
on. Also, most people don’t walk very much 
anyway, they drive. 

When every thing is all said and done, 
the project is expected to cost the city almost 
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lost, which would then bring back the 
people. 

The people who live downtown and 
know downtown want a change to occur, 
while people separated from the problem 
want things to remain as they are. 

Harrison Square isn’t just a baseball 
stadium either. Harrison Square would 
also contain an area that will be allotted for 
businesses and create a downtown mall. 

Putting a mall downtown would be 
attractive to businesses and people. Then 
people would have something to do after 
going to see a game. 

Although the entire project will cost 
around $125 million, which will be taken 
from business grants and taxpayers’ 
money, if Harrison Square is made fun 
enough, downtown could see a tremendous 
turnaround. 

A full-scale revitalization can’t come from 
nowhere. The city needs a jumpstart, and 
Harrison Square is just what the city needs. 


$46 million, which is expected to be paid 

off in 2034, 27 years from now. The final 
bond payment is supposed to be almost $2.4 
million. 

In a poll on July 26, almost 66 percent 
of the poll results showed that people are 
against the Harrison Square Project. 

The one thing that sounds decent about 
this whole project is the condominiums. Half 
of the condominiums have already been 
reserved. People were putting down $1,000 
deposits on the condominiums on the first 
day. This sounds like a good idea, but there 
are still other places that could be used for 
building condominiums and apartment 
complexes. 

Some Ft. Wayne citizens are asking 
about building the stadium in a way that it 
could accommodate a football field also. Ft. 
Wayne could maybe have a football team. 
This makes more sense and would attract a 
lot more people than making just a baseball 
stadium when we already have a stadium 
for the Ft. Wayne Wizards. 
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STILL NEED 
TO BUY AN ‘07-’08 


YEARBOOK? 
~FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR~ 


JUST COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING 
--THEN SEND CHECK OR CASH TO: 


NORTHROP YEARBOOK 
7001 COLDWATER RD. 
FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 46825 


—OR= 


BRING TO ROOM D111 BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL 


ee se a schol 


$55--BASIC BOOK (ALL BOOKS ALL-COLOR!!) An Honors Program that ee 
Enriches Your Academic | “orc \ vccarch opdintecuen 


+ Special research and internship opportunities 


ADD $5--WITH FRONT COVER NAME ENGRAVING and Social Life! «Scholarships from $14,000 to $65,000 over four years 


-Participate in on-campus social activities with other RU Scholars 
For more information call - Enjoy special off-campus trips and events 


ADD $2--WITH PROTECTIVE PLASTIC COVER 1-877-APPLY RU, or visit us at - Experience the best of Chicago: culture, community service. 


www. roosevelt. edu/scholars. arts, sports, and more 


GRAND TOTAL fe 
ROOSEVELT UNIVERSITY 


CHICAGO - SCHAUMBURG + ONLINE 
www.roosevelt.edu 


~CHECKS PAYABLE TO NORTHROP YEARBOOK 
~ORDER CONFIRMATION WILL BE SENT AFTER PAYMENT RECEIVED 


BALL STATE UNIVERSITY (ee)X[ytie: 


is 2 =| your own research. 


IMPROVE 


the lives of others, 


TRANSFORM 


your future. 


BALL STATE 
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COVER PHOTO BY COREY VENABLE 


MICHAELhaynes 
editor-in-chief 

cover editor 

opinion columnist 
reporter 


JULIEnguyen 
news editor 
reporter 


KRISTINEmeiser 
insight editor 
reporter 


TEMUJINSery 
sports editor 

sports columnist 
reporter 


MATTjackson 
premiere editor 
entertainment columnist 
reporter 


JACOBcrowell 
forum editor 
reporter 


SARAlake 
ad manager 


DANIELfickenscher 
editorial cartoonist 
staff artist 


COREYvenable 
chief photographer 


CHELSEAabbott 
IBESXGY praumicasuall | 
BRIDGETbuchanan 
BRITTANYedwards 
KAITLINfarrell 
MALINDAgunkel 
DANIELrobison 
ELIZABETHward 
photographers 


PETEbaney 
adviser 


BARBahlersmeyer 
principal 


MATTjackson 
POPE TN 2 Wy.en 


From the arts to 
athletics and more, 


14 seniors nominated 


in annual Sterling 
Sentinel Awards 
scholarship contest 


majoring in 
business in 
college, and 
maybe 


KEVIN 
DAWSON 


“Pm definitely 
thinking about 


starting up my 
own business.’ 


BUSINESS 


“SENIORS 


“I'm working 

on art as 

much as | can. 
I’m always 
doodling 
whenever | 
have a chance.” 


KEVIN 

LEIGH- 

MANUELL ART 
“| write | 
everything from 
short stories to 
personal 
narratives, 
poetry and 


CECILIA basic essays.” 


SORENSON 
_ENGLIS/ 


“| like my 
chances to win. 
I've already 
taken over all 
of Northrop’s 
accounting.” 


ANTHONY 
SERRANO 


VOCATIONAL 


“| sing well. 
I’m in the Ft. 


“| don't know 
if 'm going to 


What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 


2/NEWS 


lneated = oe fee Ee Z an. win, but | enjoy Wayne Youth 
ayne, Indiana. It is printed by Craftline ‘ 

Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob helping others Chorale and 
Miller serving as representative. with their math.” | sing in my 
Rates for color and black-and-white church.” 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 

anytime. Discounts are also available for ROSS 

advertising in multiple issues. BERCOT 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 
Northrop students and faculty. Any 
columns, or opinions in the Forum 


section, belong solely to said writers, or 

staff in cases of staff editorials. that | got 
nominated. | 

Letters to the editor are also encouraged thought 


and accepted. Letters must be signed 
with name and grade for verification, 
then submitted to Room D111. 
What's Bruin? will not publish any 


+7 
malicious comments aimed directly or Tt get it.’ 
indirectly at individuals. We also reserve MA 
the right to edit, if needed, for space and BENNE T I 


appropriateness. 


MATH 


- VOCAT 


“I'm surprised 


someone in the 
top 10 would 


SOCIAL STUDIES 
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Yarnelle new nurse 


School clinic gets new leader; enjoying job 


MICHAELhaynes 


student needed a pill. 
A student had a 
eadache. A student 


then had a stomach ache. Then 
another an ice pack. This is only 
a portion of things happening in 
the nurse’s clinic. 

“We're busy all the time in 
here,” explained Northrop’s new 
school nurse Darlene Yarnelle. 

Just spending a few minutes 
with the nurse, one can tell she 
is busy. During a period of just 
40 minutes, she treated or gave 
direction to eight students. 

Yarnelle makes calls to 
parents to let them know what’s 
happening with their kids, gives 
students Tylenol, and makes ice 
packs for swollen fingers. 

These things are just some 
of the things Yarnelle does in a 
typical day. 

Yarnelle just started her job at 
Northrop after Christmas, but is 
not new to the job. She has been 
a nurse for 21 years. 

She used to travel between 
different schools, at one point as 
many as six schools. 

At first she liked to travel 
between the schools, but would 
have to go to one school with 


ee 


Charisma Ohio 
Classic second 


Northrop’s Charisma show 
choir placed second in their 
first competition this year at 
the Beaver Creek Midwest 
Classic in Ohio on January 19. 

“We were thrilled with 
placing second. It was our first 
competition out and I think we 
did great,” said Director Tom 
Maupin. 

There were 18 schools at the 
competition. 

Dekalb High School’s show © 
placed first in the competition. 

Barry Ashton directed the 
back-up band and senior Joe 
Weingartner was recognized as 
the best individual performer 
for Charisma. 


eS 


her things, unpack, then travel to 
a different school, packing and 
unpacking several times. 

Now, Yarnelle is only a nurse at 


Northrop, no more moving around. 


“You have to practice 


- independently. That's a big 


difference,” said Yarnelle, of the 
differences between a school nurse 
and a doctor’s nurse. 

She is on her own and has to 
make decisions on her own. 

With any student that comes 
in the clinic, she asks the student 
questions to figure out how to 
treat them and what can be done 
to prevent it in the future so this 
doesn’t happen again. 

“1 like being a school nurse. 

It’s good. If I didn’t have to do 
paperwork and just see kids, it’d be 
even more perfect,” said Yarnelle. 

At first, she missed getting away 
from the office, but really enjoys 
being a school nurse now. 

As anutse, she thinks that it’s 
sad that people don’t take care of 
their bodies, but she is amazed by 
the human body. 

Yarnelle also said that being a 
nurse is not just putting a bandage 
on a cut; there’s a lot more to it. 

The most common thing 


Winter play 
offers two shows 


The theater department will 
perform two plays, a comedy 
and a tragedy combined into one 
show. 

The two plays are The Real 
Inspector Hound, and The 
Katrina Project: Hell and High 
Water. 

The play will be performed 
during Valentine’s week. 

“Everything said in The 
Katrina Project is a quote. The 
only thing that isn’t a quote 
is the narration,” said drama 
director Tim Miller. 

“The cast is incredibly 
talented. We’ve given a lot of 
opportunities to a lot of students 
this winter,” said Miller. 
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ELIZABETH WARD 


she sees is headaches and 
stomachaches, but sometimes 
has more serious issues to 
deal with. 

Recently, she sent a 
student away with an EMS. 
“T don’t like using the 
EMS, but sometimes I have 

to,” said Yarnelle. 

These are the types of 
things that Yarnelle does on 
a regular basis. Only now, 
she doesn’t need to switch 
between schools. 


Bands, show choir 
showcase talent 


Northrop’s band as well as 
Charisma performed Jan. 23 
for the fine arts department. 

“The kids did a really nice 
job,” said band director Jason 
Witzigreuter. 

“We were most impressed 
with the students who played 
solos. It takes a lot of nerve to 
play by yourself.” 

Junior Rico Hamilton, who 
plays trombone for Jazz II and is 
involved in Charisma, had two 
performances during concert 
night. 

“In both sides of the 
department, it (the concert) was 
done very well,” said Hamilton. 


“I like 

being a 
school 
nurse.” 


-SCHOOL NURSE DARLENE YARNELLE 


Speech, debate 
kick off 


Northrop’s speech and 
debate team has already 
participated in many meets so 
far this year. 

Head coach Laura Archbold 
said that she hopes that the 
team will “do well at sectionals 
and hopefully win.” 

Senior Nick Kwolek is 
hopeful to do well this year. 

“My goal is to qualify for 
nationals and win at least two 
state championships,” said 
Kwolek. 

The team’s strength is not 
just speaking well, but having 
the appropriate decorum. 
“Everybody is willing to help 
each other,”said Archbold. 


NEWS / 3 


KRISTINEmeiser 
TEMUJINsery 


tanding behind a lab table grading 

papers, and with three Diet Pepsi 

cans open, science teacher Andrew 

Shipe admitted is addicted to 
caffeine. 

“I started drinking Diet Pepsi when I got 
my first part time job while I was in high 
school at Burger King. We got free drinks 
whenever we wanted to. I was watching my 
weight while wrestling,” said Shipe. 

He did admit to being addicted to 
caffeine, but he does stay healthy by working 
out and drinking orange juice. 

“IT would have to say at this point Diet 
Pepsi is my favorite drink. It switches from 
Diet Coke if I drink too much Diet Pepsi,” 
He does go some places without drinking 
a Diet Pepsi, but normally he is not seen 
without a Diet Pepsi in his hand. 

“Usually around school I have one in 
my hand. While driving to school or home I 
will swing by and get one,” he said. “In the 
summer I am outdoors and I don’t drink that 
many. Maybe Cardinal Fitness is another 


Healthy, unhealthy: Some Bruins tell all when 
it comes to their diet hangups, efforts to reform, 


Overcome 


place they will not let me have a Diet Pepsi.” 

Shipe was asked if he would ever give up 
his Diet Pepsi addiction. He replied: “You 
know what? Probably eventually I will. They 
say it will affect people’s health. If the time 
comes I'll stop.” 

When he is at home he usually drinks 
water or his favorite non-caffeinated 
beverage, orange juice. 

“I really like orange juice. I normally have 
water at night. I just try to drink water.” 

He wouldn’t ever recommend Diet Pepsi 
to anyone else because he knows the health 
risks from it and what it could possibly do in 
the future. 

“No, not really. I know it is bad for you. 


NAnr ari fo of allawed ta drink MI K 


Mut 2A alla tay d 
aren’t even allowed to drink it,” said Shipe. 

He was asked if scientists came out with 
a study to show that people who drink Diet 
Pepsi regularly they would die earlier if he 
would be the first to go. 

“Tt could be true. I don’t know anyone 
who drinks as much diet pop as me. They 
would probably call it Shipe Disease.” 


Junior Morgan Iddings is one who has 
lost a significant amount of weight by 
dieting. 

“T lost about 70-pounds. At first I wasn’t 
very healthy about it and I stopped eating 
for a length of time. After a few months, 

I started exercising more and eating 
healthier,” said Iddings. 

She said she lost the weight because 
she was extremely uncomfortable with her 
body and a ridiculously low self-esteem. 

Iddings did have some tips for people 
who wanted to lose weight correctly. 

“Don’t do it because you feel pressured 
to because that will lead to drastic measures 


in the long run. If you really want to lose a 
large amount of weight, don’t simply diet. 
Change your lifestyle.” 

In thend, Iddings said she has reformed 
her lifestyle also and changed her eating 
habits. 

“My eating habits have changed 
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66 = “| definitely was not in good 
Avo 4 d shape,” admitted sophomore 
Taylor Finn. In eighth grade, Finn 
decided tos stop eating a lot of 


high-calorie un fod Stet edo ete 
foods. » 
Cut back on 
soda and 
energy drinks.” 


-CATHY GILBERT, REGISTERED FWCS DIETICIAN 
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tremendously over the past few years,” she 
said. 

“About three years ago I became a 
vegetarian, which has cut numerous grams 
of fat out of my diet. I also eat fruits and 
vegetables at almost every meal and I try to 
refrain from eating junk food. I still eat sugar 
cookies on a daily basis. They are just too 
good.” 

Freshman Cassandra Wise is another 
caffeine addict, but has since changed her 
addiction around and has almost cut it out 
completely. 

“My favorite drink was Dr. Pepper. I had 
about two or three cans daily,” said Wise. “If 
I went someone where and they didn’t have 
Dr. Pepper, I'd end up getting some other 
kind of pop.” The before picture: Junior Morgan 

She said she used to substitute Dr. Pepper _!ddings (above right) finally got sick of 


for caffeine drinks like Mountain Dew, Pepsi _"@" weight. Then she got determined and 
dropped 68 pounds. 
and Coke. ; ' 
aie Paine De? Right, Today the biggest loser: Iddings 
EO OE LAR SY tad od hie said she lost her weight simply by making 
because I know it’s not good for me. Now I healthier eating choices and exercising 
drink about a can every other week. I also regularly. 


drink water and Kool-Aid regularly and it is 
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Unhealthy Choice #3 
© ctared | “Late 


drinking Diet Pepsi 1 sugar cookie sugar cookies 
_ when I got my ne every day. 


first part-time job They were 
while | was in mgt just too good.” 

_ school.” oo _JUNIOR MORGAN IDDINGS 
_ SCIENCE TEACHER ANDREW SHIPE 


95 calories / 101 mg sodium 
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better for me that way.” 

Sophomore Taylor Finn is another 
Bruin who admitted to previously making 
unhealthy diet choices. 

“At school, I’d eat whatever we had, 
cookies, two chocolate milks, and a big 
chocolate muffin.” 

“Then, I’d go home and eat again. I don’t 
remember exactly what I ate, but I know it 
wasn’t the healthiest food,” said Finn, witha 
laugh. 

“During dinner, I’d eat as much as 
possible and when I was with my friends 
and hanging out, I would eat as much pizza 
as possible.” 

“It’s not that I was the fattest kid in the 
school or anything, but I did eat whatever 
I felt like and I definitely was not in good 
shape.” 

Then in eighth grade, Finn decided that it 
was time for a change. 

“T started to really like football and my 
coach at Jefferson (middle school), Coach 
Smiley told us all to stop drinking pop,” said 


Healthy Choice #1 


1 slice thin crust veggie pizza 


270 calories / 9 fat grams 
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Left, He drinks too much caffeine. He admits it. 

“| started drinking Diet Pepsi when | got my first 
part-time job in high school,” said science teacher 
Andrew Shipe. He added that he’s been addicted 
to the drink ever since. 


TINGNAVE AX31 


Finn. 

“I knew that most kids wouldn’t, but I 
wasn’t comfortable with the way I looked 
and figured that this would be a good 
opportunity to improve it,” he said. 

So, he stopped drinking pop and started 
eating healthier foods. 

“T don’t drink pop and I don’t eat nearly 
as much as I used to. I don’t even eat 
chips anymore. When I have pizza, I limit 
myself,” he said. 

Along with having an overall healthier 
diet, Finn said that there have been many 
other benefits due to his change in foods. 

“Tt put me in a better mood and it gave 
me more energy throughout the day and I 
feel better,” he said. 

Finn had some advice for others who may 
be struggling with bad eating habits. 

“Start out small work your way up. Start 
with something small and build on it. 

“It’s just a long process. You should build 
on something small. Even I’m still building 
my diet,” he said. 


Healthy Choice #2 
1 bottled water 


Healthy Choice #3 


1 cup whole strawberries 


0 calories / 0 mg caffeine 46 calories / 1 mg sodium 
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Ringo Starr 
breaks away from 
Beatles’ sound 


JACOBcrowell 


Liverpool 8 
Ringo Starr 


fter more 

than 4 
decades of 
recording, 
Ringo Starr 
has still got it 
with his new 
Liverpool 8 
album. 

The album 

consists of 
many varying 


RINGO STARR 


styles of music. 

The first song on the album, 
“Liverpool 8,” starts with a slow 
acoustic guitar and sounds like 
sailing music, but then picks up with 
an orchestral arrangement in the 
background. 

Starr plays drums and does vocals 
for all of the songs on the album. He 
also plays organ on “If It’s Love That 
You Want.” 

Starr’s voice does sound a little 
nonchalant, but it is excusable 
considering his age. 

In “Liverpool 8,” Starr makes 


reference to the street and town he was 


born and how he met all of the Beatles’ 
members. 


“For Love” sounds like a pop song. It 


has futuristic sound effects. 

The song on the album that sounds 
most like his work with The Beatles 
in the 60’s would be “If It’s Love 
That You Want,” which includes 
background vocals from Gary Burr 
and Mark Hudson. 

If you’re looking for some good 
retro music then you should check out 
Starr’s new album, Liverpool 8. This is 
a great album. B 


27 Dresses fun, 


friendly 
chick-flick 


KRISTINEmeiser 


27 Dresses 
Anne Fletcher, director 


hf JOB a bridesmaid, never a 
bride.” 

That’s the story with Jane 
(Katherine Heigl) in the movie 27 
Dresses. 

Heigl plays a girl who, when she 
was eight years old, fell in love with 
weddings and helping people have 
their dream wedding. 

Also, Heigl] is secretly in love with 
her boss, which everyone at her work 
knows except for him. 

But then, Heigl’s sister, Tess (Malin 
Akerman), comes back home and 
falls in love with Heigl’s boss as well. 

But much to Heigl’s dismay, her 
boss falls in love with Akerman and 
they get engaged. 

Soon, Heigl is dragged into helping 
her sister plan her wedding to the 
man that Heigl is in love with. 

Aman comes into Heig]’s life 
named Kevin Doyle (James Marsden) 
and they start dating. He’s a reporter, 
but he just tells Heig] that he’s a 
writer. 

Eventually, it’s found out that 
he actually writes Heigl’s favorite 
wedding column under the name of 
Malcolm Doyle. It’s also found out 
that he was writing a story about her 
without telling her. 

When she finds out, she stops 
talking to him. But in all actuality, he 
told his editor to hold the story for 
another week because he wanted to 
tell Heigl what was happening. 

Marsden and Heigl had good on- 
screen chemistry, but the movie was 
very predictable and a little cliché. 
But people who like cheesy chick- 
flicks will love this movie. C+ 
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Writers have rights 


Oat Atle 


n Hollywood, every word out 

of an actor/ actresses mouth is 

straight out of a script written 

by many writers locked up ina 
room weighing every word. 

But on Nov. 5, 2007, the writers 

went on strike. They left the room 
and picked up the picket signs and 


took post to the streets in New York. 


With that, they left behind a trail 
of re-runs, late night talk show 
hosts growing beards awaiting their 
return, the Golden Globes ultimate 
cancellation in the end to show the 
actor’s solidarity with the workers. 

But why is this? The writer’s 
didn’t get a big enough cut of the 
DVD sales and Internet videos. 

The companies tried to give them 
some residual profits to avoid a 


SO FAR THINGS ARE 

GOING SMOOTHLY! a 
NICOLE AND HER BABY/) 
JUST RAN IN FRONT / 

OF BRITNEY'S NEW /. 
AMBULANCE. MAYBE/ 


DANIEL FICKENSCHER 
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strike, but the next day the writer’s 
went on strike anyways, refusing 
to cross the picket lines at fourteen 
specifically targeted Los Angeles 
studios. 

What's Bruin? believes that the 
writers are justified into demanding 
more money and that the companies 
for the producers should give them 
a bigger cut. 

One staff member said they do 
deserve more money. Earning a 
measly 50,000 a year compared to 
the millions the actors and directors 
are making, it just doesn’t make 
sense in the end. 

Re-runs have dominated the 
airwaves since the strike and 
celebrities have been affected 
canceling the Golden Globes and 
millions of 
dollars have been 
lost including 
suspension 
of several 
Hollywood films. 

What's Bruin? 
unanimously 
agreed that to 
come to end 
a strike, they 
should just give 
the writers what 
they want to 
finish this. 

One staff 
member thought 
actors should get 
paid less because 
they are getting 
paid for what the 
writers produce. 

Whatever 
they decide to 
do, hopefully the 
strike ends soon. 
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Local legend 
Edwards retires 


e is a Fort Wayne icon. Some call him a 
legend. And most Northrop teens have 
grown up with him. 
Truth This man is none 
other than Indiana’s 
Be News Center’s head 
To | d news anchor Keith 
Edwards. 
5 ke See But now, he is not 
: head anchor, as he 
8 retired December 27, 
7 - 2 after 24 years on air. 
; When he said 
goodbye on-air 
he said “22 of 
those years as a 
strong number one 
(news team).” 
Edwards, like him 


MICHAEL or not, has been 
h the man viewers 
eS turned to for the 


news. 24 years is a 
long time to be broadcasting and reporting 
news. But that’s what makes someone good, 
doing something over and over again. And 
Edwards had the formula down pat. 

Now that Edwards has retired, there 
is a void that needs to be filled. For now, 
Indiana’s News Center’s co-news anchor 
Melissa Long is now the head news anchor. 

Maybe she will stay as the head anchor, 
or maybe sometime soon someone new 
will be hired, or even a current reporter or 
newscaster that everyone already knows will 
take over the reins. 

But the point is, can anyone be as good 
or professional as Edwards? He has been 
a constant figure in the news world that 
people know and are comfortable with. But 
now that figure is gone. 

The Edwards in front of the camera may 
be a different Edwards behind the camera, 
but that doesn’t matter. He did is job well as 
a journalist, and that’s what counts. 

As a kid, I didn’t really pay attention to 
the news. But after growing up and starting 
to wonder what's happening in the world, 

I started to tune in to the news occasionally. 
Then gradually, Edwards became a part of 
everyday life. Turn on the tube and watch 
Edwards broadcast the news. 

We've all grown up with him, and now he 
has retired. Whenever the news is on, I have 
to stop and remember that he isn’t there. 

Edwards said it best, “Old anchors don’t 
die, they just show up somewhere else.” 

That’s very true. Edwards will 
still be around, but this time if he shows 
up, it won’t be behind the news desk. But 
we will always remember him being in the 
newsroom. 


ON 
RECORD 


What are you doing 
for Valentine’s Day? 


“’m hanging 
out with my 
boyfriend.” 


-FRESHMAN 
CHRISTY BERMES 


“Probably 
sit around 
at my 
house.” 


-SOPHOMORE 
MATT LANGSTON 


“Hang out 
with this boy 
I like.” 


-JUNIOR BRIANA 
LUTTMAN 


“Probably 
go to 
dinner and 
a movie.” 


-SENIOR DAN 
BEER 


“We'll go to 
dinner at 
Eddie Mer- 
lot’s and 
maybe a 
movie.” 


-STUDENT SER- 
VICES SECRETARY 
DENISE ROGERS 


OEM. CS) AIRINGS @ 1: 


| Pasar athletes nowadays are just 
not good role models for teenagers. 
Athletes are always getting fines or doing 
something stupid like fighting. 

What are they teaching these teenagers? 
The message that is being sent is that 
fighting is the solution. Instead it should be 
the other way around and they should just 
go their separate ways. Sports would be 
more fun to watch that way. 

The professional athletes that get into the 
most trouble are the NBA players. 

They get drafted out of high school and 
go straight to playing for money. They are 
only 18 and don’t have the mind set for the 
outside world. They usually end up in jail 
and live the life of a thug. The NBA players 
get into more fights and have things thrown 
at them than any other sport. 

Another bad role model is Barry Bonds. 
He doesn’t know when to quit. He said that 
he didn’t care if teenagers looked up to him. 

The man eggs fans on and shows it while 


Pro 
COW 


MATTjackson 


thletes get too much flak from the media 
for being bad influences on teens. 

Athletes are regarded as idols because of 
their professions, but all athletes really are, 
are average people who happen to have a 
profession in entertainment. 

The average athlete doesn’t make any 
more mistakes than the average person; the 
only difference is that the average person has 
an easier time hiding their mistakes. 

If every mistake the average Joe makes 
would be exposed, their reputation wouldn’t 
be any better than a Kobe Bryant or Terrell 
Owens. 

Teens who look up to sports look up to 
athletes not because of their personal life, but 
because of their ability on the field, or court. 

Athletes are the most coordinated people 
on the planets, which makes it hard not to 
look after them. 

The media tries to expose the athletes for 
every wrong thing they do. But you really 
can’t blame the media. 

People like to talk about how screwed up 
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he is playing. When he hit home run number 
755, he watched the ball travel over right 
center and threw the bat in the air and then 
he took the homerun jog. 

Now if I were a Bonds fan, every time I 
hit a homerun I would throw the bat and 
watch it go over the fence. What is that 
teaching me? It is teaching teenagers to show 
off. 

He had a bad game right before he broke 
the home run record and he told the media 
to get out of his face and walked out of the 
clubhouse. That teaches kids it is okay to 
back-talk people and walk away. 

Teenage athletes are getting more 
aggressive towards opponents due to their 
“idol” athlete is getting into fights every 
other game. The teenagers that are the most 
aggressive in sports are the hockey players. 

Professional athletes are not role models 
and won't be until something is done about 
controlling the fighting and other problems. 
Hopefully one day they will be role models. 


athletes are, but in the same situations, I bet 
most people would make the same choices 
as the athletes do. 

The messages that athletes want to 
portray to teens are more important than 
what they don’t want to be known. 

Athletes are constantly promoting good 
sportsmanship and a good work ethic. 

Professional football players work more 
hours than people in the regular work field, 
and take physical damage to their bodies, 
knowing that they will hardly be able to 
move when their older, just to be able to do 
what they love. 

Athletes show that hard work is essential 
to chasing your dreams. 

Baseball players have gotten a bad 
reputation because of steroid use. 

Even though New York Yankees pitcher 
Roger Clemens is suspected of using 
steroids, Clemens has taken an anti-steroids 
stance. He has talked about the negative 
effects of steroids and why he never even 
thought about taking them. 
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~PROM~ 


~OPEN HOUSE~ 


ONE DAY ONLY!! 
SUNDAY FEB. 17 -- 11-4 


20% OFF SPECIALORDERS 
25% OFF ALLIN-STOCK 
40% OFF ALLCLEARANCE 


ENJOY REFRESHMENTS. 
DOOR PRIZES AND MORE 


RESERVATION ONLY!! 
CALL NOY racer At 


BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 


A 2007 Best College in the Midwestern Region 
and 


One of the Best 150 Values among the Most 
Academically Outstanding Colleges in the Nation 


—The Princeton Review 


www.bsu.edu/ranked 


‘CHALLENGE OPPORTUNITY 


BAL L\BYSTATE 


UNI v ER Say 
EDUCATION REDEFINED 


NOV THRU FEBRUARY 


Show your High School ID 
when you bowl Friday or Saturday Night 
anytime during 9:00 pm and 1:00am 
and receive 25 FREE Tokens! 


"NORTHROP HIGH SCHOOL 
FEB. 2008 


BRUINS HAVE 
TRIED TO FIND 
THE PERFECT 
PICK-UP LINE 
FF@.GET A DATE, 

_ BUT SOME JUST i 
| DON’T CUT IT 
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COVER PHOTO OF FRESHMAN TORI 
HERRINGTON AND JUNIOR TROY BOUWSMA 
BY COREY VENABLE 
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What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 
located at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. It is printed by Craftline 
Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob 
Miller serving as representative. 


Rates for color and black-and-white 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 
anytime. Discounts are also available for 
advertising in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 
Northrop students and faculty. Any 
columns, or opinions in the Forum 
section, belong solely to said writers, or 
staff in cases of staff editorials. 


Letters to the editor are also encouraged 
and accepted. Letters must be signed 
with name and grade for verification, 
then submitted to Room D111. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any 
malicious comments aimed directly or 
indirectly at individuals. We also reserve 
the right to edit, if needed, for space and 
appropriateness. 


Kwolek wins state debate; others place 


MATTjackson 


na recent practice, 
speech and debate 
coach Walt Cook 
and senior Nick 
Kwolek explained the 
nomination process 
for their upcoming 
debate and congress 
competition. They 
discussed strategies for 
winning over the judges 
in their competitions. 

Then it was time for 
the Indiana High School 
Forensic Association 
(IHSFA) state debate 
tournament, and 
Northrop had its best 
finish in history. 

Kwolek placed first 
in the whole state in 
Lincoln-Douglas debate 
category. 

“This win was a really 
big deal for me,” said 
Kwolek. “Last year I only 
made it to semifinals, so 
this year it meant a lot to 
win.” 

“My parents were 
really proud of me too. 
My dad was judging 
there, so he got to see 
me,” he added. 

In the Lincoln- 
Douglas category that 
Kwolek won, he argued 


the topic that it is just for 
the United States to use 
military force to prevent 
the acquisition of nuclear 
weapons by nations that 
pose a military threat. 

“We first learned 
what the topic would 
be in December, and 
since then I probably 
have put in about 500 
hours practicing for the 
debate,” said Kwolek. 

Kwolek actually had 
already qualified for the 
national competition 
for in debate before he 
won at the state level. 
This due to finishes in 
previous tournaments. 

Kwolek also said he 
is now focused even 
more on the national 
tournament. He said that 
he is hoping to get to the 
final round there. 

“Nick qualified for 
nationals last year and 
placed 16" in the country 
in a two person debate 
team,” said Cook. 

“It’s a reasonable goal 
for Nick to place in the 
finals, but he’s got to be 
really good and really 
lucky.” 


DANIEL ROBISON 


“Nick slept, ate and 
drank debate before 
the tournament. He’s 
exceptionally bright.” 


-DEBATE COACH WALT COOK 


Charisma ‘Illusion’ snags runner-up finishes 


TEM UNS ery 


fter long hours of continuous practice, the 

Northrop Charisma competition season 
has started once again. This year’s theme is “It’s 
a Grand Illusion.” The theme definitely speaks 
for itself after the way they have performed. 

It is up to each member of Charisma to get 
the right amount of sleep, so in that case they 
don’t have curfews. They just have to be awake 
and ready to perform when it is their time. 

“At first I wasn’t too sure whether or not 
I liked it, when the first competition came 
around, I was hooked,” said sophomore Josiah 


Smith. 


Smith is a newcomer amongst the members 
who have returned. He is catching on quick 


Ohio at Beaver Creek High School. They were good 
enough to compete in the night show and walked 
away with first runner-up overall. 

The following weekend they competed in 
Churubusco and also made it to the night show. They 
again walked away with first runner-up. This finish 
was especially worth the trip and performance, for 
here they had finally beaten their rival, Dekalb. 

On Feb. 2, The show choir also hosted its annual 
Charisma Classique, which turned out to be a great 
success. They didn’t compete, but they did perform 
before each award ceremony. 


Their most recent competition was at Norwell 


and working hard to be the best he can be. He 


is also learning the way of life of Charisma and 
how much time it takes to be involved. 


Their first competition was January 19 in 
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where they again made the night show, took home 
third runner-up overall. 

“T think the season is going very well for us,” said 
Smith. “We may have had a rough competition, but 
overall we are doing great.” 


Drama presents two winter plays 


theater department did a first by having two plays done in one night 


JULIEnguyen 


wo plays in one night, 
definitely more bang for 
your buck as the first 
is a comedy, and the second 
finishing off as a tragedy. The 
first play was called The Real 
Inspector Hound which was 
written by Tom Stoppard. 

The Real Inspector Hound 
starts off with senior Ethan 
Strimple playing Birdboot and 
senior Matt Bennett playing 
Moon, onstage critiquing a 
play about a murder. They talk 
obnoxiously during the scenes 
and record notes every so often. 

They question about the 
disappearance of Higgs, played 
inanimately by Matt Durham, 
the number one best critic that 
mysteriously disappeared. The 
audience can plainly see a dead 
body behind the couch, which 
no one addresses until the play 
picks up and starts to unravel 
itself towards the end. 

The plot is very confusing as 
people die, nothing is as they 
seem and surprises seem to be 
around every corner. The plot 
is complex and is definitely a 
head-scratcher and will leave the 
audience full of questions as the 


State meat recall 
hits Northrop 


Thirteen area schools or 
districts, including FWCS 
and Northrop, had to recently 
recall meat that came from 
a California slaughterhouse 
under investigation for animal 
abuse. The recall affected over 
143 million pounds of frozen 
beef, part of which came to 
Northrop. This was according 
to a Journal-Gazette report. 

In response, Northrop’s 
cafeteria was notified 
and meat was put on hold 
immediately. 

“We have not served any 
unquestioned meat, and will 
not,” said cafeteria manager 
Phyllis Jackson. 


curtain descends. 

Junior Daniel Robison had 
one of the major parts in the 
play, playing and replacing 
multiple characters. 

“It was pretty confusing. It 
took me forever to get it,” said 
Robison. “But when you do get 
it, it’s good,” he added, about 
the complexity about the play. 

This was also the first 
time that Northrop’s theater 
department had two plays in one 
night so the actors had less time 
to prepare in just under a month 
instead of five to six weeks. 

The Real Inspector Hound 
lightened the mood, but then 
solemnly came The Katrina 
Project. The auditorium 
immediately darkened as 
spotlights highlighted different 
people who had different 
perspective points of Hurricane 
Katrina. 

It ranged from govenors, 
weathermen, and ordinary 
people whose life had been 
strongly impacted by sucha 
natural disaster. 

It also discussed the issue and 
crossed the thin line of race and 
touched on the topic of looting. 


Northrop to get 
digital marquee 


Northrop students and staff 
voted recently on how a new 
digital marquee planned for 
the school will be used. 

Election booths were set 
up recently in the south 
concession stand for students 
to give input. Principal Barb 
Ahlersmeyer also wanted 
students to have a sense of 
what voting was really like. 

Office assistant Rita Dillman 
will be in charge of managing 
the marquee, which came 
through a series of community 
money donations. 

“Tt is a big deal and the sign 
gives us a lot more capability,” 
said Dillman. 
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Montana Osborn played a 
cop who had to deal with the 
recent outbreak in the law and 
ultimately in the end, became a 
coward and shot himself because 
he couldn’t take it anymore. 

Kanye West, played by Devin 
Middleton, said the famous line, 
“George Bush doesn’t care about 
black people.” 

Sniffles were echoed 
throughout the auditorium. It 
was a heavy topic that needed 
to be addressed to know that it’s 
still a problem even though the 
media is not constantly covering 
New Orleans. The plays were 
both directed by Tim Miller, 
Northrop’s drama director. 


“It was a British play 
and | have been a fan 
of British humor, and 
so the character’s a lot 
like me. | was 
comfortable with it.” 


-SENIOR MATT BENNETT, ON PLAYING 
HIS CHARACTER IN THE REAL 
INSPECTOR HOUND, THE FIRST OF 
TWO WINTER PLAYS PERFORMED 


Spring musical Les 
Miserables cast 


The musical this year will be 
Les Misérables. 

“The musical is a very dark 
but uplifting story that addresses 
the human condition,” said 
musical director Jeanette Walsh. 

It is the story of Jean Valjean, 
a man during the French 
Revolution who was released 
from prison to start a new life. It 
also involves the stories of young 
revolutionaries in Paris. 

Lead parts cast include junior 
Rico Hamilton, senior Kyle 
Hoos, junior Jordan Smith, senior 
Katherine Piercy, and sophomore 
Kenny Deal. 

The musical will be performed 
at 7 p.m. on April 24-25. 


ELIZABETH WARD 


Junior Daniel Robison wheels into 
another scene. 

Middle, Sophomore Giang Tran 
plays a foreigner in New Orleans. 
Top, Senior Katherine Piercy 
grieves over her dead sister, played 
by sophomore Rochelle Martin. 


Souder video link 
to Binns history 


Mark Souder, third district 
Republican U.S. congressman 
for Indiana, answered some 
questions recently from 
Northrop students. 

Souder was at IPFW, then 
connected via video link to 
Northrop and Elmhurst. Here 
at Northrop, history teacher 
Christine Binns participated 
with her social studies classes. 

Souder spoke about many 
important issues including 
presidential candidates, health 
care and deployment to Iraq. 

Seniors Matt Siegel and 
Nick Kwolek also were 
among students to ask Souder 
questions over the video link. 
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“| use pick-up lines mostly when I’m with a 
group of about five to 10 guys,” said junior Troy 
Bouwsma. Here, he is seen here with freshmen 
Tori Herrington and Autumn Stokes. 


ver since the beginning of time 

when guys would try to get with 

girls, there have been pick-up 

lines. It mostly starts with a guy’s 
desperate attempt to get with a girl and it 
can range anywhere from corny sweet or just 
plain pathetic. 

Sophomore Abbie Guy said that of the 
lamest pick-up lines that has been used on 
her was also one of the best that she has 
heard. 

“It like starts with, like ‘Hey baby! Did it 
hurt...?’ and then you'd reply ‘What?’ Then, 
‘...When you fell down from heaven?’” she 
rolled her eyes with a laugh. 

“I don’t know, guys usually come up to 
me and they’re just like ‘Hey shorty’ or like 
‘Girl you're looking fine.” 

Just simply being at the mall chilling with 
friends, or logging onto MySpace can be an 
open invitation to get hit on, at least in Guy’s 
case. 

“It happens on MySpace a lot, and it’s 
really annoying sometimes. And it happens 
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Pick-up lines that do, don’t work; Bruins tell 
of giving, receiving them 


Below, Although junior Troy Bouwsma 
seems to have little luck with pick-up lines, 
he did have a valentine this year. “I kind 
of used a pick-up line on her, but it was a 
sweet, generous one. | also wrote her a 
poem,” said Bouwsma. 


ty ij 


at the mall too, they go ‘Wooo’ and stuff but 
it never really happens at school,” she said 
with another laugh. 

It mostly depends on the mannerisms that 
the guys portray while trying to pick a guy 
up that determine if she talks to them or just 
ignores it. 

“I think getting hit on is pretty flattering. 
And it depends on the guy’s attitude and the 
cuteness of the boy in question,” said Guy. 

The ones that Guy does walk away from 
are when the boys say things just to get 
heard, usually surrounded by a large group 
of friends. 

“They just like, yell things or get in your 
face,” she said. 

“When guys say something stupid, I just 
walk away but if they’re like ‘Hey what’s 
up,’ I'll sometimes talk to them and it’s 
good.” 
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“lve dropped pick-up lines on over 20 different 
girls,” said junior Troy Bouwsma. He also said he 
has been unsuccessful in all of his attempts and 
has even been slapped. 


Those guys are the ones that Guy actually 
responds to and has a nice vibe from instead 


‘| of the ones with a sleazy attitude. 


The one that Guy thinks is the best pick- 
up line is also the simplest and probably the 
most underestimated. 

It is the one when guys just say talk to a 
girl by first simply saying hey. 

“| think that’s the best way to approach 
a girl. Just go up to her and talk to her,” she 
said. 

Guy can usually tell if someone who hits 
on her is a habitual player who does this on 
a regular basis. 

“You can just see if a guy does it a lot, it’s 
pretty obvious by the way they act about it,” 
she said. 

Someone who has been on the other side 
of the story is junior Troy Bouwsma. He uses 
pick-up lines sometimes to get a girl that he’s 
interested in. 

After asking what pick up-lines he should 
use, Bouwsma began prowling the first 
lunch cafeteria for unsuspecting girls to test 
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his pick-up lines on. 

“Go away!” shouted sophomore Chesney 
Boyer, pushing Bouwsma away squarely in 
the chest. 

“Did you see that?!” Bouwsma asked, 
both shocked and surprised. 

Bouwsma then walked towards a group 
of girls and dropped another pick-up line 
to one of the girls in the pack, and was met 
with a chorus of laughter. 

This went on for the remainder of lunch, 
Bouwsma ended up 0 for 6 in his attempts. 
Not quite the reaction he was looking for. 

“L use pick up lines mostly when I’m 
with a group of about five to 10 guys,” he 
said. 

“T use pick-up lines seriously, but 
sometimes I just use them for a cheap joke,” 
added a smiling Bouwsma. 

Bouwsma half-brags about the number of 
pick-up lines he uses, which range anywhere 
from mundane: “Did it hurt when you fell 
down from heaven?” to obscenely funny, 
(none of which should be mentioned in a 
high school newsmagazine). 

According to a study done by the 
University of Chicago, there is no such thing 
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“| think that’s the best 
way to approach a girl. 


Just go up to 
her and talk to her.” 


-SOPHOMORE ABBIE GUY 


Walk this way: Sophomore Abbie Guy (above) said 
she has pick-up lines used on her often. “It’s really 
annoying sometimes,” she said. 


“(Being hit 


“| think getting hit on is pretty flattering,” said sophomore 

Abbie Guy (below). However, Guy says that the pick-up line 
that would work best on her is simply saying “Hello” and starting 
a conversation. 


aa 


‘| a lot.” 


-SOPHOMORE ABBIE GUY 
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as a pick-up line that actually works. 

The study found that the best pick-up line 
is simply “Hi” or “Hello,” followed by “How 
do you like the band?” which only works if 
there actually is a band playing. 

Saying “Hi” opens up a conversation 
between you and whomever you’ re talking 
to. 

Most pick-up lines are made to be funny 
and are often used as a joke. 

Experts say that if you do use a pick-up 
line that you still need to be able to have 
something to talk about after a pick-up line 
is used. 

“T’ve dropped pick-up lines on over 20 
different girls. None of them have been 
successful, but I have been slapped,” 
laughed Bouwsma. 

As unsuccessful as he might be in his 
pick-up line endeavors, Bouwsma 
said he did have a date for Valentine’s Day. 

“T guess I sort of used a pick-up line 
on her (his valentine) but it was a sweet, 
generous one. I also wrote her a poem,” he 
said. 

Although Bouwsma likes to use pick-up 
lines, he doesn’t necessarily believe that it’s 
the best way to first talk to a girl. 

“The best way to talk to a girl you want to 
get to know is to compliment her, make her 
feel good,” he said. 
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National League 
steps up game, edge 


B ru i n told you so. In 
a my December 
Li neu p column, I said 


that the Patriots 
would not have 
a perfect season 
and would end 

up 18-1. 

Thank you 
to Eli Manning 
with his calm 
attitude and the 
amazing defense 
of the New York 
Giants. Without 
that defense, the 
Patriots would 
have trampled 
the Giants. 

Finally a team has given the ESPN 
commentators something to talk about: 
The Patriots are the worst team in the 
National Football League. 

Okay, now to baseball. The latest 
news in the baseball world is the recent 
trade of Johan Santana to the New York 
Mets. Santana is the highest-paid pitcher 
in history being paid over $150 million 
for seven years. 

The Mets think they have what it 
takes to win another pennant and head 
to the World Series, but the Atlanta 
Braves are proving to be a worthy 
opponent. They signed free agent Tom 
Glavine over the off-season. 

The team that proves to be the best in 
the National League Central, according 
to MLB.com and ESPN, is the Chicago 
Cubs. Way to go for the Cubs. 

With the signing of Japanese right 
fielder Kosuke Fukudome, the Cubs 
seem to have all the right pieces in the 
right places. Cubs skipper (manager) 
Lou Piniella also thinks he has what it 
takes to end a 100-year drought. 

Also, the Cincinnati Reds hired the 
former Cubs manager, Dusty Baker, over 
the off-season. Maybe the Reds will have 
a turnaround and a good record for the 
first time in awhile. I'll give it three years 
and then Reds fans will get tired of him. 

The Brewers should also be able to 
contend in the National League. They 
are still a pretty young team and last 
season have proved what they can do. 

With the Brewers opening and closing 
their season with the Cubs, the pennant 
race between the two will be intense. 

Good luck to the Cubbies this season. 


TEMUJIN 
sery 


BRIDGET BUCHANAN 
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enior Curtis Chaney was the only 

member of the boys’ swim team to reach 
state this season, snagging an eighth and 
11th place. The state finals were held at 
IUPUI Natatorium. 

“I was happy to make it back in the top 
eight in the 100-meter free and back at the 
podium getting a metal,” said Chaney. 

Chaney placed eighth in 100 free with a 
time of 48.06. He also placed 11th in the 200 
free with a time of 1:43.96. 

“We had a really good season. We lost 
twice and tied once. That is good. Everyone 
had a best time at least once,” said Chaney. 

A highlight for the boys’ team came at 
SAC earlier this season as it was runner-up 
to Snider. The team also ended its regular 
season 13-2. 

Among the girls’ team, junior diver Jamie 
Curtis also went to state: the only one from 


Dede to semistate; 
Bruins SAC second 


MICHAELhaynes 


freshman to semistate. Plus a 
0-7 individual finish. It was a good 


year for 112-pound freshman Joey Dede, 
and a highlight for the Bruin wrestling 
team. 


“T won my second round of regionals 
to go to semistate,” said Dede, also 
calling this his proudest moment. Once 
at semistate, Dede finished and qualified 
after the first round. 

“I’ve been wrestling for two to three 
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f tions,” said / 


junior diver 


u 
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her team. 

“This season I definitely beat my 
expectations,” said Curtis, who ended up 
placing 16th at the state dive finals. 

“T’ve been swimming since I was six or 
seven years old,” she said. 

Curtis also placed first in the dive 
sectionals this season. Meanwhile for her 
fellow girls’ swim team, the Bruins lost only 
one meet all season. 

“Everyone’s swimming times are better 
than last year,” said head coach John Gibson. 


years before I started high school,” said 
Dede. 

For the season, Dede went 30-7 overall 
and was the only wrestler to advance 
beyond the regional level, where he took 
second in his weight class. At sectionals, 
he also finished third. 

As a team, the wrestlers came in 
second in the SAC behind Dwenger. The 
Bruins also were led by head coach Willie 
Miller, who led the Bruin team to an 11-14 
finish overall. 

“We're doing things in the off-season 
now to raise our competitiveness,” said 
Miller. “Hopefully it will pay off next 
year. I’m real optimistic about next year,” 
said Miller. This was his first year as head 
coach of the Bruins. 
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Gaffer wins 
sectional floor, 
leads Bruins 


RES TaN Erie ai 


umbling into first at sectionals with a 

9.850 in the floor exercise, sophomore 
Allycia Gaffer is recognized as one of the 
front-runners for this year’s gymnastics 
team. With her sectional win, she also earned 
a trip to the regional competing individually. 

The team itself finished fourth at 

sectional, and with an 8-2 season finish, with 
only to Concordia and Snider. Other teams 
beat this year, and with Gaffer’s leadership, 
included Elmhurst, Delta, Carroll, 
Homestead and East Noble. 


WB? What's your favorite event? 

AG: Beam or floor. I’ve always liked those 
the best. 

WB? When did you start doing gymnastics? 
AG: When I was like three years old. My 
mom signed me up. 

WB? What is your favorite part about it? 
AG: It’s different than any other sport out 
there. 

WB? Why did you decide to do gymnastics? 
AG: I didn’t really decide to do it. My mom 
put me in it and I’ve just been doing it ever 
since. 

WB? Do you get along well with your 
teammates? 


Girl bowlers 


AG: Yeah. We have sleepovers at each other’s 
houses and before every meet we always go 
out to eat and go to each other’s houses. 
WB? How do you feel about having your 
mom as an assistant coach? 

AG: It doesn’t feel any different. She’s not 
the one who usually coaches or spots me on 
everything. 

WB? What do you want to improve in this 
year? 

AG: Everything. I just want to get better. 
WB? Are you planning on doing gymnastics 
after high school? 

AG: No. I’m not sure what I want to do yet, 
though. 

WB? What other extracurriculars are you 
involved in at Northrop? 

AG: [run track, cross-country, and I’m on the 
dance team. I’ve been running since middle 
school. I danced for 10 years and then I quit. 
I’m just now getting started again. 

WB? What are your thoughts on the season? 
AG: We’re doing well. I think we’re doing a 
lot better than we thought we would. 

WB? What has been the best moment for you 
so far in your gymnastics career? 

AG: I grew up with it with my friends. We 
became like a family. 

WB? What is your least favorite part about 
gymnastics? 

AG: When you're having a bad day and you 
can’t make anything, that’s the worst. 

WB? What is your least favorite event? 

AG: Probably vault. I’ve just never really 
liked it. 

WB? Are you ever afraid to attempt a stunt? 
AG: Sometimes. But most of the time I’m not 
afraid. If my coaches tell me that I can do it, I 
probably can. 


ELIZABETH WARD 


Balance! At sectionals, sophomore Allycia Gaffer 
took fifth in the balance beam with a 8.775. But 
then she won the floor exercise with a 9.850. 


“I think we’re doing 
a lot better than we 
thought we would.” 


-SOPHOMORE ALLYCIA GAFFER 


Girls’ basket- 


sectional second 


The girls’ bowling team 
finished this season as a 
sectional runner-up. The 
Bruins also took third in SAC 
and ended with a 9-1 record. 

“It was good. We just 
didn’t win against Snider in 


the first round for sectionals,” 
said sophomore bowler Kami 
Koneval. 

The boys’ bowling team 
finished eighth in the SAC out 
of 15 teams with a record of 


4-4, 

“I think we could have 
done better. But I think we got 
ninth place in sectionals,” said 
senior bowler Tyler Spillers. 
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Six seniors sign 
letters of intent 


Congratulations to senior 
athletes Curtis Chaney, Kevin 
Dawson, Jenna Mahon, Jessica 
Harms, Sam Bird and Todd 
Mizicko for their commitments 
in signing letters of intent for 
college athletics. 

Chaney, a swimmer, signed 
with Davidson College in 
North Carolina, a small but 
highly academic college. 
Runner Bird signed out-of-state 
also with Kentucky. 

Basketball player Dawson 
and runner Mahon signed 
locally with Saint Francis, 
Harms with Indiana Tech, and 
soccer player Mizicko with 
IPFW. 


Boys’ basketball 
stopped in semi 


The Bruin boys’ basketball 
team ended its regular season 
with an overall record of 10-12. 

This included an exciting 
first-round sectional win over 
Carroll, 44-43, with a three- 
pointer at the buzzer from 
senior Trent Wilson. The Bruins 
then fell to East Noble in the 
sectional semifinal, 66-64. 

“As we approached the end 
of the regular season, I was 
pleased with the performance 
of the boys,” said first-year 
head coach Al Rhodes. 

“We have improved as a 
basketball team. We now need 
to use all the lessons learned to 
win.” 
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ball ends 0-19 


The girls’ basketball 
team ended its season with 
a record of 0-19. They lost 
to East Noble, 51-28, in the 
first round of sectionals to 
officially end. 

“This season was 
definitely a struggle,” said 
first-year head coach Doug 
Curtis. 

“If we had known whom 
we were going to be playing 
at the end of the season, we 
would have put them in at 
the beginning. But that’s 
probably the only big thing 
we would have changed,” 
he added. 


ELIZABETH WARD 


Chipotle tops in service, cleanliness; 


needs less spice, more taste 


JACOBcrowell 


he latest fast-food Mexican 

restaurant in Ft. Wayne is the 

new Chipotle Mexican Grill off 
Coliseum and Clinton. But give yourself 
about 15 minutes to get into the parking 
lot, if someone lets you in. 


Southwest in the Northeast: The new Chipotle Mexican Grill, on the corner of Coliseum 
Boulevard and Clinton Avenue, prides itself for its fresh ingredients and speedy service. 


It took longer to get into the parking 
lot than it did to get my food and eat. 
The service once inside Chipotle was 
great though. 

The employees are kind and give 
awesome service. The line was usually 
really long, but the workers still got the 
food prepared in a quick manner. The 
place was also clean and kept in really 
good shape. 

The ordering process seemed to 
run smoothly. You can also watch your 
food being prepared. It’s like a Mexican 
Subway. 

There are few items on the menu. 
Taco or burrito? That’s about all to 
decide between. Salads and tortilla 
chips can also be purchased. 

There is a number of different 
toppings to add to tacos or burritos, 
which comes with a 13-inch tortilla. 

The burritos contain rice and either 
black or pinto beans. The burrito is 
then filled with chicken, shredded 


March 4 


Coming 
Video — 
Games | 


Brawl (Wii) 
Olympus (PSP) 


360) 


Super Smash Bros. 
God of War Chains of 


Army of Two (XBOX 


pork, shredded beef or steak. Tacos 
can contain the above items as well. 
Rice and beans are added only upon 


request. 


Other ingredients that may 
be added are fresh tomato salsa, 


tomatillo red-chili salsa, tomatillo 
green-chili salsa, roasted chili-corn 
salsa, sour cream, cheese, guacamole, 


and romaine lettuce. 


The burrito this time wasn’t very 
good. The vegetarian beans that came 
with made it really spicy too. 

Chipotle does have the best lime- 
salted tortilla chips, and the salsa is 
also excellent. The fast-food chain 
also prides itself on having fresh 
ingredients. It claims the animals 
from its meat comes are healthy, fed 
a vegetarian diet, and are raised and 
butchered in a humane way. 

And for a little history: The chain 
started in 1993 in Denver, Colorado, 
and soon took off. Today, 500 
Chipotles exist in the U.S. C- 


“It’s like a Mexican 


Subway.” 


March 11 


Nintendo Wii Frontman. 


_ Wireless Guitar (Wii) 
House of Dead 2 & 3 
Return (Wii) 
Pro Evolution Soccer | 
2008 (PS3) 
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March 18 


Metal Gear Solid 
Essentials Collection 

Tom Clancy’s Rainbow 
Six Vegas 2 (XBOX 
360) 

Command & Conquer 
Kane’s Wrath (PC) 


March 25 


Warriors Orochi (PSP) 


Obscure: Aftermath (Wil) 

Rebel Raiders: 
Operation Night Hawk 

(Wii) 

Naruto: Ultimate Ninja 

(PS2) 


March 31 


Enemy Territory: Quake 
Wars (PS3) 

Fable: The Lost 
Chapters (Mac OS X) 

World Conflict (XBOX 
360) 
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FWCS logo, boards a waste? 


STAFF 


t. Wayne Community 
Schools recently revealed 
a new logo for the school 
system, with each letter of 
FWCS in a colored rectangular box. 
Underneath the logo is the phrase 
“We Are Your Schools.” FWCS 
paid an advertising agency (Asher 
Agency) $15,000 for the new logo. 
Most of the What's Bruin? staff 
believes that although a new look 
is good, it may have been unwise 
when many other needs in our 
schools could’ve used that $15,000. 
The logo does have a simple look, 
compared to the previous logo. 
According to a media release, FWCS 
also said the logo represents, “a 
strong, progressive school system.” 
Most staff believe the money that 
was used on the new logo could 
have been used on other things. 
Among these things could’ve been 
buying new books, improving the 


 @, 
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school buildings, improving student 
achievement, safer security, plus the 
usual favorite: air-conditioning. 

Another recent FWCS expense 
was the purchase of billboards for 
the recent School Choice Fair. 

A grant was given to FWCS 
for a billboard that advertised in 
Burmese. The school system then 
purchased four more billboards 
advertising in English and an 
additional one in Spanish. 

Some staff believed this spending 
on billboards also was too much. 
But others agreed it was wise, 
especially a billboard in Burmese, 
for FWCS does see this more today. 

The billboard idea itself was 
good, but the money that went 
towards them, again, may have been 
too much when we have so many 
other needs. As for the new logo, it 
doesn’t seem too popular with this 
staff anyway. 
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Indiana primaries 
need to be earlier 


t was Super 

Lame Tuesday if 
you ask me. Don’t 
get me wrong, 
Super Tuesday 
was a big day for 
the candidates for 
President. 

It was exciting 
to see the very 
close race between 
senators Barack 
Obama and Hillary 
Clinton. 

It was exciting 
to see Senator John 


Truth 


MICHAEL McCain become 
h the for sure front- 
a y nes runner amongst 


Republicans. 

It was exciting 
to see former Arkansas governor Mike 
Huckabee come out from the shadows with 
some delegate wins. 

It was very exciting to see history being 
made, but here we Hoosiers were watching 
from our couches, doing nothing. 

Indiana's primaries are usually held 
in May, which means there is a strong 
possibility the candidates will already have 
been chosen by the time Hoosiers get to vote. 

Each U.S. state has their own way of 
voting either by primary or a caucus, and 
each state has their own specific time to vote. 
But Indiana should move up its primaries 
so that Indiana voters can have more say 
before someone has already won. Maybe all 
50 states should vote on the same day, or all 
states vote within a month of each other. But 
May is too long a wait. 

There are some states that have their 
caucuses or primaries in January. But then 
there are some that even go to June 3 this 
year. 

Campaigning would be a lot easier on the 
candidates if all the states voted at relatively 
the same time. All the candidates would 
campaign like crazy, as they do now, only 
this time around it will be done in a month. 
It is a way to save time and money. 

It would be nice if Indiana could be one 
of the states where the candidates come to 
campaign. Right now, the candidates aren't 
even thinking about coming here. And why 
should they if there will already be a winner? 

Moving up Indiana’s primaries would be 
beneficial to the people and the candidates. 
It saves money, and it sure would be cool too 
if the future President of the United States 
came here to little ol’ Indiana to campaign. 


ON 
RECORD 


What's your favorite 
Dr. Seuss book? 


“Green Eggs 
and Ham 
because it 
was the first 
Dr. Seuss 
book | read .” 


-FRESHMAN 
CHARLES SMITH 


“The Foot 
Book because 
of the poetry.” 


-SOPHOMORE 
JAM! CROWELL 


“I don’t 
like any of 
his books.” 


-JUNIOR MARY 
MONTES 


“The Grinch 
because it’s 
an animated 
classic.” 


-SENIOR VINCE 
WITTE 


“Green Eggs 
and Ham 
because my 
son enjoyed it, 
and | enjoyed 
reading it to 
him.” 


-CHOIR DIRECTOR 
TOM MAUPIN 


JACOBcrowell 


he death penalty is the most logical 

punishment for the‘most cruel and 
unusual crimes. 

If someone murders someone else, 
under certain circumstances, they should be 
punished with the death penalty. 

The death penalty is legal in Indiana by 
lethal injection, but only for someone who 
has been proven guilty of murder with 16 
aggravating circumstances. 

In Kentucky, a three-drug combination 
used for lethal injection is being argued 
against in the Supreme Court because some 
say that the combination is unnecessary and 
may cause paralysis and excruciating pain in 
some inmates. 

Inmates who have committed crimes that 
would warrant them to receive the death 
penalty, should receive excruciating pain. 
The person that they murdered probably 
didn’t get a quiet death. 

Also, the death penalty can save space in 
prisons. If people are executed for malicious 
crimes, there will be more space in for 


Pro 
COW 


KRISTINEmeiser 


44 Tj limination of the death penalty would 

result in a net savings to the state of 
at least several tens of millions of dollars 
annually,” reported a joint legislative budget 
committee in California, recently arguing 
against the death penalty. 

The death penalty should not be legal, 
simple as that. 

First of all, it costs more. The cost of 
multiple appeals is greater than the cost of 
life in prison. It’s not the actual death that is 
the majority of the cost. 

“Every dollar we spend on a capital case 
is a dollar we can’t spend anywhere else,” 
said John M. Bailey, chief state attorney in 
Connecticut, reported online. “We have to 
let the public know what it costs (to pursue a 
capital case).” 

In California, one report estimated that 
$90 million could be saved yearly by getting 
rid of the death penalty. 

Another state that has the death penalty 
is Texas. They have 300 inmates on death 


people who do not have life sentences. 

It is argued that capital punishment is 
too expensive, but people in prison often 
receive better healthcare than other people 
who are not in prison. I would rather pay 
for someone to be executed, than pay for 
someone to be kept alive. 

42 inmates were executed last year, 
while 12,658 people were murdered, 89,110 
people were raped, and according to FBI 
statistics almost 300 children are abducted by 
strangers each year. Since 1967 there has only 
been on execution for every 1,600 murders. 
Is something wrong here? 

Capital punishment can also be used as a 
deterrent. If someone knows they might be 
executed for murder, rape or abduction, they 
might be more apt not to commit the crime. 
But if they know they won’t get the death 
penalty, then may only be motivated more. 

Some will argue that the death penalty is 
“cruel and unusual punishment.” Yes, just 
the right response to a cruel and unusual 
crime. 


YAHOSNIMI4 TAINVO 


row. They’re spending about $3.2 million 
per case, which is almost three times the 
cost of imprisoning someone for 40 years 
under maximum security, according to 
AmnestyUSA.org. 

A lot of people still don’t realize the 
death penalty is actually more expensive 
and taxpayers are the ones paying for it. 
Also, many states in which the death penalty 
is legal also have higher murder rates. A 
recent New York Times survey reported that 
the homicide rate in states with the death 
penalty has been 48 to 101 percent higher 
than in states without the death penalty. 

People who support the death penalty 
may still say that people who murder 
deserve to be killed. 

With life imprisonment, the person must 
live every day with the fact that they killed 
someone. Also, a human life has too much 
value and is too precious to end. 

Murder is against the law, even if you’re 
murdering a murderer. 
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4 KEY TO SAFE DRIVING 


DRIVER EDUCATION 


Monday-Thursday  5—7:30 p.m. 
March 17 - April 4 
April 14 - May 1 
May 5 - May 22 


Call about our WEEKEND CLASS 


DRIVING ACADEMY 
10320 Coldwater Rd. 
(Pine Valley Mall) 
490-7005 
www.Drivingacademy.com 


One-on-one driving instruction 
$375 


Cudeidestss acti _ 


Promyv 


Shoe of a Different Color 


30% OFF % 
ALL INSTOCK 
PROM DRESSES 


NOW OPEN 
SUNDAY 
12-5 
461Z Speedway Dr. 
(260) 482-9761 
shoeofadifferentcolor.com 


coee ett CONDUCT 


Your OWN research. 


IMPROVE 


the lives of others, 


TRANSFORM 


your future. 


Bea lal STATE 
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What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 
located at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. It is printed by Craftline 
Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob 
Miller serving as representative. 


Rates for color and black-and-white 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 
anytime. Discounts are also available for 
advertising in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 
Northrop students and faculty. Any 
columns, or opinions in the Forum 
section, belong solely to said writers, or 
staff in cases of staff editorials. 


Letters to the editor are also encouraged 
and accepted. Letters must be signed 
with name and grade for verification, 
then submitted to Room D111. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any 
malicious comments aimed directly or 
indirectly at individuals. We also reserve 
the right to edit, if needed, for space and 
appropriateness. 


2/ NEWS 


Fomby, Paul snag Mr., Miss Northrop titles 
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sophomore Brittany 

aul are the current Mr. 
and Miss Northrop after 
flexing their way to the top 
spots in Northrop’s annual 
bodybuilding contest. 

The big night for Paul 
began after introductions 
from the Northrop Dance 
Team followed by Miss 
Northrop divisional com- 
petitions. 

“The support of my 
fans pumped me up,” said 
Paul. “It made me feel 
good about myself. I was 
doing things right.” 

Paul said her best 
friend also encouraged her. 


Jerk Ty Fomby and 


For Fomby, he 
wanted to do this since 
he started wrestling for 
Northrop. This includ- 
ed the extra months of 
worth of training right 
before the contest. 

“The support from 
my friends gave me 
more energy,” said 
Fomby witha smile. “I 
was excited to do this.” 

Both contests includ- 
ed short, middle and 
tall divisions to be won 
first. Here contestants 
had to perform quarter 
turns, individual rou- 
tines, then pass group 
comparisons. 


LIFETOUCH 


Pattillo crowdpleaser at Jazz Fest; 


bands, choirs hold 


Guest performer Greg Pattillo 
beat-boxed while playing a 
flute, and immediately became a 
crowdpleasing hit at this year’s 
Northrop Jazz Fest. 

“The jazz festival went really 
well,” said band director Jason 
Witzigreuter. “All of the students 
did a great job organizing and 
making other schools feel good. 
The guest was outstanding as 
well.” 

Throughout the jazz fest 
day, held on March 15, 12 high 
school bands and one middle 


Teacher Todoran 
wins Whammy 


Northrop English teacher, and 
local musician, David Todoran 
won Best Folk/ Americana 
Performer this year at the 
Whatzup Whammy Awards. 
Todoran also was nominated in 
the Best Acoustic Performer and 
Best Folk Performer categories. 

“The fans vote for the 
winners,” said Todoran. “If 
club owners were nominating 
the artists, it wouldn’t be as 
important.” 

Todoran also won a 2002 
Whammy as best country 
performer. 


Midwinter concert 


school band competed for the 
top honors of the evening. 
North Side ended up victorious 
with Snider coming in second 
place. (As host of the jazz fest, 
Northrop bands performed in 
exhibition only.) 


Also in March, the Midwinter 
band and choir concert featured 


all three concert bands, 
orchestra, and different men’s 
and women’s choirs. 

“Tt too went very well,” said 
Witzigreuter. “The kids worked 


hard and they performed well.” 


Sanitizer hopes to 
prevent illness 


Due to many recent illnesses 
traveling around the school, 
Northrop placed hand sanitizer 
towers around the building 
trying to prevent illnesses. 

“Mrs. Ahlersmeyer and the 
custodial staff ordered them 


because of recent health concerns 
like MRSA (staph infection) and 


the flu,” said assistant principal 
Chery] Strader. 

Now at lunch students can 
use hand sanitizer located at 
the front of each lunch line to 
disinfect their hands. 
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Strike a pose: The new Mr. and Miss Northrop, 
junior Ty Fomby and sophomore Brittany Paul, 
flex with their trophies after winning the annual 
bodybuilding contest. 


Academic Super 
Bowl teams place 


Since the team kicked 
off its season, the Academic 
Super Bowl has attended two 
invitationals this year along with 
a few scrimmages for practice. 

Social studies placed in both 
of the invitationals and math 
placed in one of them. 

“We're doing a lot better this 
year than we did last year,” said 
sophomore member Giang Tran. 

Academic Super Bowl is now 
preparing for regionals in April. 
If they advance on, they will 
compete in the state finals. 


Three qualify for 
national speech 


Senior Nick Kwolek, junior 
Nicole Griffetts and sophomore 
Monte Nelson recently 
qualified for the national speech 
tournament, to be held in Las 
Vegas, Nevada, in June. 

“I’m honored to be able to go,’ 
said Griffetts. 

“Tt took a lot of hard work 
throughout the year,” said 
Nelson. 

The speech team as a whole 
recently won sectionals. After 
that, the team competed in the 
state speech meet held March 29. 
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their WORLD 


or this month’s issue, What’s Bruin? 

decided to gather a group of eight 

Bruins (girl/ guy mix from each 

grade) to talk about top teen issues, 
what matters most to them, problems today, 
and what it’s like being a teen. What follows 
are the revealing results: 


WB? What are your thoughts on 
religion? 

Senior Devin Middleton: I think a lot of 
people have a religion, but some people 
don’t even follow it. 

Senior Janelle Henney: I think that there 
should be a separation between church and 
state because if the majority of a religion is 
in charge of politics we couldn’t offend (or 
disagree). 

WB? Do you ever feel discriminated 
against because of your religion? 

Sophomore Kati Makridakis: I’ve never 
really felt discriminated against because 
of my religion. But I always get that one 
question that I hate so much, like when 
people hear that I’m Greek Orthodox they 
always ask, “Do you believe in Zeus and the 
gods?” I’m just like “Yeah” (sarcastically). 

WB? What is something you think adults 
should know about teens that they don’t 
know or understand? 

Middleton: I would have to say that 
sometimes adults judge us and think that 
we're all the same people just because we’ re 
in the same age group, but I find that to be 


COREY VENABLE 


ANE WARD 


not true. I’m different than everyone else. 

Henney: I think that people who are 
older in general need to give teenagers 
more credit. I think that if teens are given 
more credit and encouragement that they 
can do something and make a difference, 
then they’Il become more excited and active, 
whether it be politics or activism and the 
environment or whatever they want to 
do. Then, they can do that and become 
something instead of being apathetic and 
just going to high school and doing the same 
thing over and over again. 

WB? What do you think about 
premarital sex? 

Makridakis: Personally, I don’t approve of 
it, but I do think that it’s a problem amongst 
teens. Society’s become so used to it that it’s 
not looked down upon as much anymore, 
because it’s so common. 

Middleton: I am against premarital sex. 
The way I feel about it as a human being, 
as a black male especially, people want to 
say that I’m all about having sex. I’m not all 
about having sex! I also think if you have a 
child at a young age, you just stay together 
because you want to take care of the child, 
but then you end up breaking up because 
you weren’t supposed to be together. It'll 
affect the rest of your life. 

Junior Crystal Liang: People get really 
emotional after having sex. I know someone 
who after they had sex with their girlfriend 
couldn’t stand it anymore because she was 


ELIZABETH WARD 
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Panel of eight Bruins 
speaks out on issues 

of concern, including 
premarital sex, 

religion, drinking, 

life today as a teen, more 
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so clingy. Do you really want to have sex 
with random people? 

Henney: I’m not going to condemn people 
who have sex and use the precautions to not 
get diseases and not have children. But I still 
don’t think it’s a good idea. 

WB? A recent study shows that 1 in 4 
U.S. teen girls have an STD. What do you 
think about that? 

Freshman Janell Kelsaw: Girls feel like if 
they use a condom or whatever it’s going to 
prevent them from getting an STD. 

Makridakis: I’m really not that surprised. 
They don’t realize what the risk is even 
if they are taking precautions. I actually 
know some girls who didn’t know that birth 
control doesn’t stop the spread of STDs. It’s 
shocking, but it happens. 

WB? What are your thoughts about 
abortion? 

Henney: I’m not sure. I struggle with this 
a lot. I’m anti-abortion, but I’m also not sure 
if I’m pro-choice. I think abortions would be 


The panelists: “Sometimes adults judge teens and 
think that we are all the same people just because 
we're in the same age group, but | find that to be 
not true,” said senior Devin Middleton. He, along 
with seven others, made up a Northrop teen panel 
to share opinions on multiple topics. To begin 
(below left to right) are sophomore Kati Makrida- 
kis, freshman Colin Boullion, junior Crystal Liang, 
and Middleton. 
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necessary whenever the mother’s life is in danger 
or if the girl is raped, but (otherwise) I would be 
against abortion. 

Liang: It’s still a baby. It’s still a life, even if 
the baby wasn’t made in the way she (the mom) 
wanted it to be made. 

Makridakis: I am pro-choice because it’s the 
woman’s body and she gets to decide whether or 
not she wants to have the baby. 

Liang: People who are pro-life usually say, “Oh 
Id never have an abortion,” and people who are 
pro-choice say, “Yeah, I wouldn’t do it.” We’ve 
never experienced it so we don’t know, and if it 
came down to it what we would do. 

WB? Tell me what you think about the stat 
that half of teens have tried an illicit drug by the 
time they graduate high school. 

Freshman Colin Bouillon: Well, I think it’s bad 
to start using drugs because it can end up messing 
up your life, and not only mentally but health 
problems can occur. Also, it can promote bad 
behavior like premarital sex and stuff like that. It 
can cause a bunch of other stuff too. 

Henney: I’m for the legalization of drugs. I feel 
like the government could make a lot of money off 
of all the drugs that are in the country. I also think 
people have the choice to do what they want with 
their bodies. 

Liang: It’s not okay with me. It’s really sad to 
see people you know get wasted away with that. 
We all think, “Oh, it’Il never happen to us,” and 
we try it once. But then we try it again and again 
and you hang out with the same people who are 
doing it. Before you know it, you’re hooked. 

Henney: If we make it legal, less people will 
be prone to use it. If we made drugs legal then it 
would be less a “cool” thing to do. It’s no longer 
rebellion. 

WB? Do you think teen drinking is a problem 
today and what do you think could realistically 
be done about it? 

Liang: Yes, I think it’s a problem because more 
and more people are becoming alcoholics and not 
realizing it, or realizing it and still denying it. It’s 
really sad. 

Junior Chase Neuenschwander: I do not think 
it’s possible to stop alcohol consumption within 
high school or college or anything before you’re 
21, unless we put chips in our skin that go off 
whenever someone under 21 tries to buy alcohol. 

Henney: I think we should continue to have 
alcohol awareness, but it’s not like I’m sitting there 
thinking, “That really makes me not want to go 
out and drink tonight.” I don’t feel like it’s going 
to affect those kinds of people, but I think it will 
affect the people who haven’t started yet. 

WB? Describe your home life. 

Neuenschwander: I think I’m blessed. I know 
there are worse cases out there. My parents love 
me. 

Kelsaw: My sister, the way she is, some of the 


The Breakfast Club continues: Left, from top to bottom, 
are junior Chase Neuenschwander, senior Janelle 
Henney, sophomore Chase Foster and freshman 
Janell Kelsaw. 
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choices she has made have affected our family and 
how we communicate with each other. Her choices 
have been really bad and little by little it’s tearing 
our family apart. I’ve tried to think of the good, 
but it’s kind of hard. 

Sophomore Chase Foster: I didn’t really know 
my dad because he left me and my mom when I 
was like three. I met him when I was five at Chuck 
E. Cheese. I see him now. (My parents’ divorce) 
doesn’t really affect me that much. 

WB? What are the best and worst things about 
being a teen? 

Foster: The best things about being a teenager 
are being able to drive and going to dance clubs. 
The worst thing is acne. 

Makridakis: The hardest thing about being a 
teen is the common misconceptions about teens. 

WB? Do you believe the media is too 
influential on teens? 

Liang: Even if you tell yourself it doesn’t affect 
you, it kind of does. You judge yourself more. You 
kind of look in the mirror more and you’re just 
like, eh. 

WB? What do you think about teens who fail 
at their classes, who have bad attendance, etc.? 

Kelsaw: They should have another chance. They 
should at least just try to pass their classes. 

WB? Do you believe that racism is still a big 
issue? What can be done? 

Liang: There are jokes that can really hurt 
people and may be offensive, but sometimes you 
just laugh it off. Racist jokes happen, and mostly 
what you can do is just ignore it. There’s nothing 
else you can really do. 

WB? Do you think it’s a good or a bad thing 
for a high-school student to have a job? 

Bouillon: I think it’s a good and a bad thing. 
Sometimes a bad thing because then people 
focus on their job and they don’t focus on their 
education. It’s also good because it teaches 
responsibility and gets you ready for the job world 
and stuff like that. It’s also a good thing because 
you don’t have to rely on your parents. 

WB? Are you for or against gay marriage and 
why? 

Liang: I guess I’m for gay marriage because 
either way it’s still love. I can’t imagine not being 
able to get married because the person I loved 
wasn’t fit for how it’s “supposed” to be. 

WB? Tell me about some boyfriend/girlfriend 
situations. 

Neuenschwander: I think relationships are 
good. They broaden your horizons. The night that 
I asked Bre (his girlfriend) out was really awkward 
because I just stumbled over myself and looked 
like an idiot. 

Liang: I think guys are stupid! 

Neuenschwander: Guys just don’t understand 
girls. 

Henney: It’s just that guys are guys, and girls 
are very complicated. 

WB? Who do you think should win the 
Presidential election? 

Middleton: Barack Obama is the man. Hilary 
Clinton is an evil woman. 

Liang: Don’t say you hate or love a President 
and not know why. 


Time to Dance, 
Madness seeds in 


i et out 
Bru nh Ci 
Lineup brackets, fill 

them out, 


and put some 
money on the 
table because 
this year’s 
March Madness 
seeds are in. 

Henry V. 
Porter first 
mentioned the 
phrase “March 
Madness” in 
1939 to describe 
an Illinois 
high school 
basketball 
tournament. Brent Musburger first 
used it during NCAA coverage in 1982 
causing a legal battle almost as crazy as 
playoffs. It is unknown who first called 
the playoffs “The Big Dance.” 

UCLA has the best championship 
history in NCAA Division I men’s with 
11 titles, the most in men’s basketball 
championships. Kentucky has won the 
championship seven times and Indiana 
has won The Big Dance five times (in 
‘40, ‘53, ‘76, ‘81 and ‘87). 

Every year around the time of March 
Madness, Team ESPN teams up with 
the Jimmy V Foundation for Cancer 
Research to raise money towards 
researching cancer. Whoever gives five 
dollars towards the foundation receives 
a wristband reading “Don’t give up. 
Don't ever give up.” 

The story behind those words is from 
Jim Valvano’s ESPY speech in 93. In the 
speech, he introduced his foundation 
and gave his foundation’s motto of 
“Don’t give up. Don’t ever give up.” 

In the East Region, Tyler 
Hansbrough and North Carolina are 
seeded in the number one spot. Darrell 
Arthur and Kansas have the top seed 
in the Midwest Region. Lorenzo Mata- 
Real and Kevin Love assisted UCLA 
in clinching the number one seed in 
the West. And in the South Region, 
Memphis has the number one seed also. 

The Indiana Hoosiers are placed as 
the eighth seed in the West, despite 
losing three of their last four games. 
Eric Gordon and D.J. White have to be 
on their game if they want to get past 
the Sweet 16. (Didn't happen.) 
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Freshman standout 
Strock 22nd at state 


Freshmen Hillary Strock has been doing gymnas- 
tics since she was two and was the only member 
of the Bruins’ gymnastics team to advance to 
state. She finished 22nd and received the second 
highest score of 9.70 from one judge. 


reshman Hillary Strock represented 
Northrop as the only gymnast in the 
state finals this year. 
Strock, who has been doing gymnastics 
since age 2, placed 22" in the balance beam 
category at the state finals held in March at 


Perry Meridian High School in Indianapolis. 


From one judge, Strock even received a 
second-highest score of 9.70. 

“It was a great experience making it to 
state. I was really excited and I had a lot of 
fun,” said Strock. 

Strock said that for her remaining years 
as a Northrop gymnast, she wants to make 
it to state again but also in other gymnastics 
categories, for example floor, vault and all- 
around. 

For the Bruins in other postseason 
competition, sophomore Allycia Gaffer 
advanced to regionals as an individual. 

At sectionals, Gaffer won first and posted 
a score of 9.85, which tied the state record. 
At regionals, she then scored an 8.825 


placing in 10" place in the floor competition. 
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Girls’ track and field 
place in opening invites 


Northrop girls’ track and field team has 
had two meets so far this season taking place 
at Taylor University and Indiana Wesleyan. 

“We're a little banged up right now and 
were looking forward to outdoor meets more 
than anything,” said head coach Matt Miller. 
“It’s a little too early to tell how the season 
will turn out, but we’re doing pretty good so 
far. We'll probably win sectionals because we 
haven’t lost sectionals for about 10 years.” 

Some season highlights already include 
freshman Cara Fisher placing third in the 
3200-meter run, and freshman Sidra Sherrill 
placing first in shot put at Taylor. Senior 
Jessica Harms also placed first in the 55- 
meter hurdles at Wesleyan. 

Upcoming meets for the girls’ team are 
at Anderson High School, and locally at 
Homestead and North Side. 


Boys’ track and field 
indoor solid, 16 to state 


The boys’ track and field team is off 
and running for the indoor season. So far, 
the team has been to five high schools and 
colleges. 

“They performed well, they did well,” 
said head coach Fred Blanks. “It’s been a 
solid team effort.” 

Right now, the team is focusing on 
qualifying for the indoor state meet. The 
team currently has 16 members going to 
indoor state, an improvement from the eight 
members who qualified last year. 

In regular outdoor season competition, 
the boys last year were SAC champs, 
sectional champs, and regional champs. 


Boys’ volleyball back, 
first time for everyone 


After being gone the past few years, the 
Northrop boys’ volleyball team has started 
up again, with its season off and running 
and a fifth-place finish at the recent Carmel 
tournament. 

“Guys came up to my friend and I and 
asked us if we could start a team, so we did,” 
said head coach (and senior) Holly Brown. 

Brown said the club team currently 
doesn’t have a sponsor and is trying to raise 
money on its own. 

“It’s all volunteer. I just want guys to 
understand how fun the sport is. I love 
watching them play,” said Brown. 

“We have a lot to work on. But with this 
being their first time playing, they’re doing 
exceptionally well,” she added. 
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Alan Jackson still 
country after all 
these years 


JACOBcrowell 


Good Time 
Alan Jackson 


lan 
Jackson's 
Good Time is 
a monumental 
country 
album. 
If you 
like one 
song on the 
album, you'll 
probably like 
them all. 
Jackson wrote 
every one of the 17 songs on the 
album. 

His honky tonk voice and 
masculine, bushy mustache make this 
album nothing less than perfect. 

Jackson has been an idol since he 
first entered the game in the 90’s. He 
has produced countless timeless hits 
like “Summertime Blues.” 

Some say he’s gotten soft in his old 
age, but with such instant classics as 
“Good Time,” “1976,” and “I Still Like 
Bologna,” you'll be in line dancing 
before the first chorus. 

Most of the songs are simple 
yet enjoyable. His softer songs are 
emotionally moving and hit home. 

Jackson’s sense of style turns heads 
and keeps the ladies coming back for 
more. He wears a cowboy hat and 
boots, and designer jeans with bare 
knees and buttons down the side. 

This artist is a true poet, rhyming 
lyrics flowing from each song. 

Good Time will get grabbed off the 
shelves in record stores, and constant 
radio play generations from now. This 
is the best 10 dollars I ever spent on a 
CD. A+ 


Food Sts 


April 8 


There Will Be Blood 
The Water Horse 


Sense and 


Sensibility 
Lions for Lambs 


Doomsday 
quarantines dull 
scenes 
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Doomsday 
Neil Marshall, director 


Pax there is a deadly virus 
that has struck part of the United 
States and the head authority figure 
in charge has no choice but to 
quarantine everyone in that area. 
Then send a team of specialists who 
must go into the quarantined section 
and stop the virus at all costs, and 
find a cure to save the human race for 
future generations. 

In Doomsday (rated R for strong, 
bloody violence, language and some 
sexual content/nudity), a group of 
specialists headed by Eden Sinclair 
(Rhona Mitra) are sent into the mess 
of things to find a cure. The team 
must overcome and fight through 
the quarantined people, who have 
turned the cut-off section into a living 
nightmare. 

This movie has more blood and 
gore than most zombie movies and 
it actually makes this satisfying to 
some. Doomsday takes a page from 
Alien, casting a woman as the star. 

It is very entertaining because 
the survivors become the deadly 
murders instead of the victims of 
the deadly plague that terrorizes the 
quarantined area. 

It seems a little like the movie 
I Am Legend because a deadly virus 
has swept the nation. It also could 
remind people of The Descent, but 
that movie moves pretty slowly, 
unlike Doomsday. 

Doomsday is fast-paced, which 
keeps audiences entertained and 
on the edge of their seats. Don’t 
check this movie out if you're easily 
disgusted with blood, gore and 
jumpy, scary sequences. A- 


April 15 April 27-29 


Juno The Savages 
Lars and the Real Girl National Treasure 2- 
Before the Devil Knows Book of Secrets 
You're Dead 27 Dresses 
Aliens vs. Predators- The Golden Compass 
Requiem Starting Out in the 
Melrose Place-The Evening 
Fourth Season 
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May 6 


Twister (Special Edition) 

Crossing Jordan: 
Season 1 

Seriel Mom 

Bridges of Madison 
County 


May 13 


Cover 
Butch Cassidy and 
the Sundance Kid 
(Blu Ray) 
Frank Sinatra-The 
Golden Years Collection 


ON 
RECORD 


What did you do for 
Spring Break? 


“| went to 
Panama with 
my family.” 


-FRESHMAN 
SHANELL MIMS 


“Party and 
had gigs 
with my 
band.” 


-SOPHOMORE 
ANDY GIBBS 


“Il went to 
Gulf Shores, 
Alabama, 
with my 
boyfriend.” 


-JUNIOR 
CASSANDRA KIZER 


“| went 
ona 
cruise to 
Jamaica.” 


-SENIOR NATE 
RILEY 


“Track 
practice.” 
-ASSISTANT 


PRINCIPAL 
FRED BLANKS 


Awareness must 
follow Wayne sex 
scandal 


Blu-Ray bite 
HD-DVD so 
disappear 


here’s a thin line between 

student-teacher relationships, 
and in rare moments of time, they 
get crossed. 

The now-fired Wayne High 
School assistant principal, 
Kristopher J. Sennett, and his 
romance with a 17-year-old junior 
is one such case. 

Half of the WB? staff believed 
that the girl should not be as 
punished heavily as the assistant 
principal should be. The reason 
why was because she was a child 
in the eyes of the law, while he 
was clearly the adult and should 
have known what she was doing. 

The other half then disagreed 
believing that she was clear- 
minded and knew exactly what 
she was doing at the time. 

Staffers also still questioned 
the roles in the relationship. For 
example, who really seduced who, 
and who was taken advantage of 
most, in addition to punishments. 

We strongly believe 
Sennett should be 
registered a sex offender 
and fired from FWCS, 
and should not be 
authorized to ever again 
work with children. One 
staffer even proposed a 
harsher jail sentence. 

We also debated what 
FWCS should do now 
to prevent this from 
happening again. 

Though some said 
change nothing since 
it hasn’t happened at 
Northrop, the majority 
said there should be 
assemblies, and more 
talk of some kind about 
this. Somehow it must 
be taken seriously ona 
bigger level. 


Truth 
Be 
Told 


set 


MICHAEL 
haynes 


five years. Now, people 


for many years to come. 


TOUGH BREAK- 
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HELP SAVE THE LINCOLN MYSEUM 


s back, 
on to 


t was an all-out war and it has finally 
ended. The question of whether HD DVDs 


or Blu-Ray discs 
would win out has 
been answered. 

Companies such 
as Warner Brothers, 
Disney, 20" Century 
Fox, and others are 
going exclusively to 
Blu-Ray. 

Not only that, 
but the all-powerful 
Wal-Mart has 
announced its 
plan to only sell 
Blu-Ray players 
and discs, with the 
disappearance of 
HD DVDs by June of 
this year. 

Many families 
have just recently 


bought their first DVD player in the last 


will have to buy a 


whole new Blu-Ray player and buy Blu-Ray 
discs to go with it. All of our DVDs will be 
obsolete in a couple of years. 

For right now, it might be a pain to get 
used to a new system. In the long run, Blu- 
Ray is a better quality format that will last 
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BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 
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Academically Outstanding Colleges in the Nation 


—The Princeton Review 


www.bsu.edu/ranked 
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EDUCATION REDEFINED 


DRIVER 
EDUCATION 


April 14 -— May 1 DRIVING ACADEMY 


10320 Coldwater Rd. 
May 5 — May 22 (Pine Valley Mall) 


490-7005 
Monday—Thursday 


Time: 3—7:30 p.m. 
www.drivingacademy.com 
Call about our WEEKEND CLASS! One-on-one driving instruction 


$375 
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What's Bruin? is the official student 
newsmagazine of Northrop High School, 
located at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana. It is printed by Craftline 
Printing of Ft. Wayne, Indiana, with Bob 
Miller serving as representative. 


Rates for color and black-and-white 

ads are available by calling 467-2370 
anytime. Discounts are also available for 
advertising in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting 
Northrop students and faculty. Any 
columns, or opinions in the Forum 
section, belong solely to said writers, or 
staff in cases of staff editorials. 


Letters to the editor are also encouraged 
and accepted. Letters must be signed 
with name and grade for verification, 
then submitted to Room D111. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any 
malicious comments aimed directly or 
indirectly at individuals. We also reserve 
the right to edit, if needed, for space and 
appropriateness. 
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Can't 
top this 


KRISTINEmeiser 


MELODY 
BURKHART 


STEPHANIE 
MCGEE 


ALICIA 
WATERS 


didnt 


to win 
at all. 
It feels good to 
represent us 
(Northrop).” 


- SENIOR MATT BENNETT, ON 
WINNING THE 2008 STERLING 
SENTINEL AWARD RECENTLY 
FOR SOCIAL STUDIES 


“T never really 


expect 


Ten seniors give it 
their all, come up in 
top 10 spots of ‘08 


NICK 
KWOLEK 


DRAGNEV 


“I really | Canstruction 


displayed at mall 


Project “Canstruction” by 
Interact started as a collection 
canned foods to help feed the 
homeless in Fort Wayne. 

Interact’s goal was to build 
a stage out of the cans they 
collected for their theme, “Stand 
up to Hunger,” and collected 
over 10,000 cans from Northrop, 
3,000 over their goal. 

“T was really moved by the 
work that everyone put in,” said 
Interact president junior Max 
Alexander. 

“Our goal from the start was 
to feed people,” said Alexander. 
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ROSS 
BERCOT 


CURTIS 
CHANEY 


CASSIE 
TAYLOR 


DUY 
NGUYEN 


Renaissance party 
has food, music 


There was a Renaissance 
party held for everyone with a 
GPA of 3.0 on April 18, outside 
of door three. 

Pop and popsicles were 
provided for the students 
attending the party during 
their fourth period class. Face- 
painting was also provided. 

Out of Despair, a local band 
whose members are students 
at Northrop, performed at 
the party. Rhythm guitarist 
Alex Bowers said, “I think we 
performed well, but I wish that 
we had more time to practice.” 


Three Bruins express their 
concerns about friends who 
have sex, do drugs, are 
violent or cope with 
lend Wh 
meno VV No... 


violence 
JACOBcrowell 


TEMUJINsery 


AG 


UNKEL 
. ae long-term effects it will have on him,” said 
Martone. 

“He is overweight and eats a lot. He also 
gets temperamental. He has trouble dealing 
with reality often times. He’s 
been like really irritable. He 
gets really mad sometimes 
and blows up for no apparent 
reason at all. It is just really 
bad,” Martone stated with a 
concerned look on his face. 

Many teens become so 
addicted to the “buzz,” that 
stopping is not an option. 
Without having someone 
there for them, many teens 
won't quit until they end up 
dead or caught by the law. 

“He has tried once, but 
he failed miserably,” said 


Martone. 


JIEVNIA AJYOD, 


n today’s society, drug use 
is more and more common 
among high school teens 
and easier to obtain than 
ever before. 

According to SADD’s 
website, marijuana is the most 
commonly used illicit drug in 
the nation with 14.6 million 
users in the past month. 

“I believe that to be one hundred percent 
true. I have seen fourth and fifth graders able 


to get marijuana. Buying marijuana is like a COREY VENABLE 
walking into a Walgreens and buying a pack _ the past five years on a regular basis. “T have tried to get him to stop, but it 
of batteries,” said sophomore Ben Martone. “Back at Lane Middle School, in the sixth has gotten to the point where it has ruined 
In 2005, 9.9 percent of teens, ages 12- grade, we played football together. After his life so much already that there isn’t 
17, were current illicit drug users and 6.8 practice there was this guy and he had a much more I can do,” Martone said with an 
percent of the 9.9 used marijuana. dime bag, he offered my friend some and he __ expressed look of worry. 
Luckily, studies show that in the past year started to smoke. He’s been smoking ever Teens can be very stubborn nowadays 
marijuana use has decreased significantly. since. and need to be told often about drugs and 
Sophomore Ben Martone has a friend “My friend did it under peer pressure how they carry significant health, safety, and 
who smokes marijuana and has done it for and he just got hooked. He doesn’t know the __ legal risks. 
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enior Steve Richardville has a friend who has sex three to 
four times a week. 

Recent studies showed that one in every four teenage 
girls have a sexually transmitted disease. Some people don’t even 
know that they have a sexually transmitted disease and therefore 
people spread them around without knowledge. 

“It’s kind of sad that people are careless and just let these dis- 
eases spread,” said Richardville. 

“T really don’t think my friend has a problem with sex. He 
doesn’t think he has a problem and he’s actually very open about 
it,” said Richardville. 

“Nearly everyone will have sex, just like everyone eliminates 
waste from their body, and you hear about it all the time,” said 
Richardville. 

Richardville thinks that it’s okay for teen- 
agers to have premarital sex if it’s the right a4 
time for both people to participate in sex. VI 

“T think people should probably be at ( y 
least 16 before having sex no matter what 
form of sex,” said Richardville. 

“Use protection, it’s not a question,” 
advised Richardville 

Richardville says that it’s okay and 
doesn’t feel awkward when his friend talks 
about in a friend-to-friend conversation, but 
thinks it would be awkward for both him 
and his partners to publicize it to complete 
strangers. 

Richardville’s friend advises people to 
have sex because he thinks it’s a lot of fun, 
but says the first time is really embarrassing 
so do it with someone very special. 

Senior Bryce Chaney said that his father 
tells him that if you have premarital sex that 
you'll go to hell. 

Senior Holly Brown said that before you 
have sex make sure that it’s with someone 
special. 

“It’s okay for teens to have sex as long as 
they’re being careful,” said Brown. 

“I definitely think there is a problem with 
sex today because of people who just sleep 
around all the time,” commented Brown. 


COREY VENABLE 


because of a fight. 


friend) 
doesn't 
know the 
long-term 
effects it 
will have 
on him.” 


-SOPHOMORE BEN MARTONE 


said senior Steve Richardville. 
Below, Recently, there were nine 
killings in Ft. Wayne in one week. 


over he-said-she-said stuff.” 
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Left, One in every four girls has an 

STD, according to current stats. “My 
friend doesn’t think he has a problem 
and he’s actually very open about it,” 


Junior Shaniqua Culver said she too 
has violent friends who “usually fight 
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stuff,” said Culver. 


“| don’t like it that my friends are violent,” 
said junior Shaniqua Culver. She also 
told the story of one of her friends who 
was shot and killed on April Fool’s Day 
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Truth: Sophomore Ben Martone said 
his friend started smoking marijuana 
in middle school and that it’s ruining 
his friend’s life. “It is just really bad,” 
said Martone. 


unior Shaniqua Culver has friends that 
are very violent. 
There were nine killings in one week 
ver spring break. The murders included 
shootings and stabbings. One man barely 
survived a shooting when he was driving 
down the road and his vehicle was shot at 
randomly. The victim sustained a bullet 
wound in the shoulder and barely got away. 

Fort Wayne is becoming more violent 
all the time now. There are more and more 
homicides every year now. 

“T don’t like it that my friends are vio- 
lent,” said Culver. 

“My friends fight a lot and one of my 
friends got shot and killed on April Fools’ 
Day,” said Culver. 

Culver’s friends fight at least once a 
month. The fights usually just break out of 
nowhere. 

“They usually fight over he-said-she-said 


Culver says she doesn’t have any friends in gangs but still sees a 
lot of violence. She does not participate in a lot of the 
fighting, but did admit to beating her little brother up. 
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“My friend doesn’t 


think he has a 


problem (with sex), 


and he’s actually 


very open about it.” 


-SENIOR STEVE RICHARDVILLE 


Favre says he'll 
retire, but not yet 


Bruin he legendary 
= Green 
Lineu p Bay Packers 


quarterback has 
retired, or has 
he? 

Brett Favre 
held a press 
conference on 
March 6 where 
he said he was 
officially retiring 
from the NFL 
and the Green 
Bay Packers. He 


TEMUJIN told everyone 
when his time 
att) was up he was 


not going to get 
emotional about retiring. But he did let 
the tears flow. 

Favre holds the league record in 
most career passing touchdowns with 
442. He also holds the records for most 
passing yards, most pass attempts, 
career completions, and career wins as 
a starting quarterback. He is second for 
consecutive games started. 

Favre told media he has retired, but 
when it comes down to his signature on 
paper, he has not put his “X” on the line. 

Just recently, word leaked out that he 
had not filed for retirement. Favre and 
his agent have denied any reports of 
Favre making a come back in the NFL. 

Many of the online polls are asking 
people about Favre’s comeback and 
many of them say, “Yes, he will be back.” 

He has played for 17 years and has 
taken beating, so | highly doubt he will 
even try to make a comeback. Iam no 
Favre fan, but his career is over. If he 
does decide to come back, then that’s 
great for him, but he is not the Michael 
Jordan of football. 


Rocky start, long 
practices, softball 1-3 


Northrop’s girls’ softball team had a 
rocky start to its new season with four games 
under their belt, three of them losses to 
Huntington North, Woodlan, and Concordia 
High School. 

Sophomore Alyssa Scoles says they 
practiced everyday from 3-6 PM. 

“The season’s alright, we just started,” 
said Scoles. 


Tennis shows game, 


The girls’ tennis team is undefeated in the SAC so 
far and have a record of 7-1. Junior Kylee Wierks 

is leading the way in singles play this season and 

is also ranked first among the Bruins. 


he girls’ tennis team defeated East 
Noble for the first time since 2002 and 
beat five other schools as well. 

“We're really excited. We’re off to a better 
start than anticipated,” said coach Shane 
Crager. 

“As a team, we're doing really well. 
We've improved so much from last year and 
we've really come together has a team. We 
have a wide variety of people,” said junior 
Kylee Wierks. 

“We're one of the few Northrop teams to 
beat Snider which is exciting,” said Wierks. 

Their only loss was to Carroll making the 
team record 7-1. 

“Our goals for the season are to win half 
of our matches and be in the upper half of 
the SAC, and we’re already getting close to 
achieving them,” said Crager. 

“The main thing that we need to improve 
on is doubles play. They need to pick it up a 
little,” Crager added. 

“1 feel like I have to set a good example 
and get everyone fired up. But I like it 
because everyone usually listens to me,” said 
Wierks. 


Baseball 6-4, room 
for improvment 


Northrop’s varsity baseball team is 
currently placed first in the SAC. 

They lost two games to Homestead and 
then won against South Side 13-2. 

Their current record is 6-4-0 overall. 

Senior Dan Beer says that the team 
definitely needs to improve on their overall 
hitting, but “The season is going pretty good 
so far.” 
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Girls’ track healthy, 
2-0 under Miller 


The girls’ track team is currently 2-0 at the 
start of the season with returning head coach 
Matt Miller. 

Right now the team is recovering from 
injuries and Miller is focusing on getting the 
team healthy and getting in shape. 

“{Our goals are] to win SAC, sectionals, 
regionals, place top five in state and get 
better with each meet. That’s a big thing with 
us,” said Miller. 

Senior hurdler Jessica Harms and senior 
sprinter Kelsey Stephens are focusing on 
their personal goals this season. 

“T want to make it at finals at state,” said 
Harms. 

“T want to be top 4 in state,” said 
Stephens. 

“We mess around a lot, but,” said 
freshman distance runner Cara Fisher, “we 
get the job done,” finished freshman distance 
runner Sara Zimmerman. 


Junior, senior boy 
golfers tee off; 3-0 


After a rained-out Bruin Invitational, 
the boys’ golf team has a record of 3-0 
and placed 3rd out of 19 at the Concordia 
Invitational 

The Bruins defeated Bishop Luers 159 to 
174, Elmhurst 155 to 211 and Wayne 155 to 
183. 

Leading the Bruins is senior Anthony 
Burgette who shot the lowest scores against 
Luers and Elmhurst, and tied for the lowest 
score with junior Sean Ward against Wayne. 

“This team is more work-oriented than 
previous teams I’ve coached, and they’ve set 
some very realistic goals for themselves,” 
said coach Dan Gibson. 

Some of these goals include winning SAC, 
sectionals and making it out of regionals. 

The team’s next match is May 1 against 
Harding at Colonial Oaks. 


Boys’ track running 
over opponents 


The boys’ track and field team is ranked 
seventh as of April 21. 

“This year we have kids coming through 
in sprints and middle distance,” said new 
head coach Fred Blanks. “Corey Shank is 
doing his thing in pole vault and he is the 
defending state champ. Others who have 
stepped up are seniors Travis Strock, Sam 
Bird, and sophomore Bradford Firrie-Davis.” 
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Lock and Key 
worth 
unlocking 


KRISTINEmeiser 


Lock and Key 
Sarah Dessen, author 


New York Times BEST-SELLING AUTHOR arah 

Saran Dessen 9 Pessenis 

ack. Her new 
novel, Lock 
and Key, isa 
story that will 
please past 
fans and gain 
new ones. 

Lock and 
Key is the 
story of a 17- 
year-old girl 
named Ruby. 

Ruby’s mother leaves her, which 
means that she must live with her 
detached sister, Cora. 

The first night there, Ruby tries to 
run away from the house by jumping 
over a fence into the neighbor’s yard. 
When she gets over the fence, she sees 
that there is someone swimming in 
the pool there. This is the start of her 
relationship with Nate, the neighbor 
boy. 

Ruby, for as long as she can 
remember, has been an anti-social 
person, so when she meets Mr. 
Friendly Nate, it’s difficult for her to 
deal with him because she is so used 
to not letting anyone get close to her.. 

Compared to Dessen’s previous 
novels, Lock and Key isn’t as high on 
the list. This novel is still an excellent 
book, but it isn’t at the caliber of 
Dessen’s other novels such as This 
Lullaby, The Truth About Forever, and 
Just Listen. 

But Dessen’s style and effortless 
ability to allow readers to fall in love 
with the characters makes this book 
worth reading. A- 


lock and key 


Clay Aiken 


On My Way Here 


Neil Diamond 


Home Before Dark 
Ja Rule 
The Mirror 


Sarah Marshall 
unforgettable 
comedy of the year 


MATTjackson 


Forgetting Sarah Marshall 
Nicholas Stoller, director 


udd Apatow is quickly becoming 

one of America’s finest comedy 
producers. 

He’s produced hit after hit 
(Superbad, Knocked up, 40 Year Old 
Virgin) with only a few misses in 
between (Drillbit Taylor) Thankfully, 
Apatow is on top of his game for 
Forgetting Sarah Marshall. 

Apatow uses the same formula that 
has worked in his previous romantic 
comedies: An unambitious average 
guy falls in love with an extremely 
attractive girl. He also brings back a 
lot of the same cast in his movies. 

Peter (Jason Segel) is devastated 
by the news that his superstar 
actress girlfriend of five years, Sarah 
Marshall (Kristen Bell), is breaking 
up with him. 

Peter decides to vacation in a resort 
Hawaii to get his mind off Marshall 
Coincidentally, Marshall and her new 
rockstar boyfriend are also staying. 

At the resort, Peter falls in love with 
Rachel (Mila Kunis) an employee of 
the resort, and encounters countless 
hilariously awkward situations. 

Most of the comedy comes from 
Peter’s awkward situations at the 
resort, but also uses more than it’s 
fair share of jokes. 

Apatow darlings Paul Rudd and 
Jonah Hill play small parts in the 
movie but deliver side splitters every 
time they open their mouths. 

The movie is over two hours long 
and occasionally drags, and still 
retains some of the romantic comedy 
clichés, but all in all, Forgetting Sarah 
Marshall is the best comedy of the 
year so far. B+ 


May 13 May 20 


Lil Wayne Alanis Morissette 
Tha Carter III Flavors of 
Jason Mraz Entanglement 
We Sing. We Dance. Scarlett Johansson 
We Steal Things. Anywhere | Lay My 
Death Cab For Cutie Head 
Narrow Stairs 
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May 27 


Usher 
Here | stand 
Al Green 
Lay It Down 
The Futureheads 
This ls Not The World 


June 3 


Ashanti 
Declaration 
Disturbed 
/ndestructable 
The Cure 
[Title TBA] 
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Are you going 
to prom? 


“No, because 
| don’t have a 
date.” 


-FRESHMAN 
ALYSSE REDDING 


“No. ’ma 
sophomore 
and it’s a 
junior-senior 
prom.” 


-SOPHOMORE 
ANDREW 
MOLDOVAN 


“Yeah. I’m 
going out to 
eat first, then 
going to prom, 
taking pictures 
and partying.” 


-JUNIOR KELLY 
MEREDITH 


“No. The 
school 
won’t let me 
because of 
attendance.” 


-SENIOR JOSH 
CHASE 


“No, I’m not 
going. I’ll be 
home with my 
baby.” 


-SPECIAL 
EDUCATION 
TEACHER 
APRIL ELLIS 


Like him or not, 
Obama visit 
memory to keep 


wo words. 
Truth Barack Obama. 
=} e He came to 


town and hysteria 
followed. Most of Ft. 
Wayne was excited 
to see the Democratic 
presidential hopeful in 
the Summit City. 

Obama was 
deciding between 
Northrop and Wayne 
High School to visit, 
but in the end he chose 
Wayne. 

In the gym, the 


Told 


MICHAEL 


excitement was 

building as people 
ha ynes began chanting “Yes 

We Can!” and then 

much, much louder: 
“O! B! A! M! Al” 


Then he arrived, with immediate cheering and 
applause following. 

Obama began with a brief speech about 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., as it was the 40th 
anniversary of the day of his death and held a 
moment of silence, remembering him, his dream 
and his legacy. 

After the speech, Obama was ready for 
questions from the audience. The first question 
was in regards to the recent shootings in Fort 
Wayne and what should be done about violence. 

Obama responded with “It is important to 
have common sense restrictions in place.” 

Other questions were focused around jobs, the 
war, and environmental issues. 

“My job as Commander-In-Chief is to keep 
you safe,” said Obama. 
“Keeping us safe 
means training our 
troops.” 

As President, 
Obama said he would 
implement a plan to 
reduce greenhouse 
gases by 80 percent by 
the year 2050. 

It doesn’t matter 
whether or not I 
support Obama. I have 
seen a presidential 
candidate, a person 
who very well could be 
our next President of 
the United States. Not 
many people can say 
that, but I am one of 
the few that can. 
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7 days, 9 dead: 
Local string of killing 
out of control 


iolence is not the answer. Nine 

killings in seven days are 
certainly scary, especially around the 
Fort Wayne area where nothing like 
this usually happens. 

FWCS have taken extra 
precautions to make sure students 
are safe while inside the schools. 
Supposedly Northrop was on a hit 
list to be shot up sometime in the 
second week of April. 

Officers have been on the lookout 
at every entrance of the schools not 
letting any unknown vehicles into 
the parking lot while school is in 
session. 

The staff of What’s Bruin? thinks 
nothing will happen at Northrop. 
The staff thinks it is just to scare us 
and to let us live in fear, but no one 
should have to live in fear. 

The people, or person, who have 
killed the nine still have not been 
found, but police have connected 
one killing to drugs. 

Once again, violence is not the 
answer and definitely not the way to 
get things solved. Sit down and talk 
things over and that is a way to get 
something solved. 


DON'T JUST KNOW WHO YOU'RE VOTING FOR... 


WHAT WHO HE'S GOT 


CHANGE? CARES. MY VOTE! 
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You're VoTING For. 
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BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 


A 2007 Best College in the Midwestern Region 
and 


One of the Best 150 Values among the Most 
Academically Outstanding Colleges in the Nation 


—The Princeton Review 


www.bsu.edu/ranked 


is 
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ar Prom Specks 
; TT Mails 
RrOTESSION Al Pall Bali 


Full Set - $19.99 — Fill In - $12.99 
Manicure -$9.99 Pedicure - $21.99 


8810 Coldwater Rd. 
Ft. Wayne, IN 46825 


Prom Tickets 
On Sale 


~thru May 8~ 


During lunch mods 
and before school 
in the commons 


$20 per person 


PROM! DINNER 


Good only with 
call ahead for reservations 
490-2695 
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Appetizers - (choose one per couple) 
“Boneless Wings 
“Loaded Fries 
*Nachos 


Dinners - (choose two per couple) 
*Chicken Caesar Wrap 
“Buffalo Chicken Wrap[ 

*Ham and Turkey Panini 
BBQ Bacon Cheeseburger 
Dessert - (choose one per couple) 
*Gigantic Chocolate Cake 
*Cheesecake 
“Brownie Sundae 


$29.95 for two 


GQ > 
in Crazy Pinz 
1414 Northland Blvd. 
Fort Wayne, In. 46825 
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Appetizers - (choose one per couple) 
*Cheese stuffed toasted Ravioli 
*Spinach-Artichoke Dip 
*Cheese filled Breadsticks 
Dinners - (choose two per couple) 
*Grilled Chicken Caesar Salad 
*Fettuccine Alfredo 
*Chicken Parmesan 
*Baked Manicotti 


Dessert - (choose one per couple) 
*Gigantic Chocolate Cake 
*Cheesecake 
“Brownie Sundae 


$39.95 for two 


Pmeciudes=: two $5.00 activity gift cards 
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COVER ART BY HEATHER HECK 


MICHAELhaynes 
editor-in-chief / 
opinion columnist / reporter 


EMILYsullivan 
news editor / reporter 


SAMRAcordic 
insight editor / reporter 


KEVINIalone 
sports editor / 
sports columnist / reporter 


CHARLESsmith 
premiere editor / 
entertainment columnist / reporter 


TIMsmith 
forum editor / reporter 


HEATHERheck 
cover editor / reporter 


CHARMEN Esaint-victor 
assistant news editor / reporter 


BRIDGETbuchanan 
assistant sports editor / reporter 


DANIELfickenscher 
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CASSIEdickason 
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What's Bruin? is the official student news- 
magazine of Northrop High School, located 
at 7001 Coldwater Rd. in Ft. Wayne, Indi- 
ana. It is printed by Craftline Printing of Ft. 
Wayne, Indiana, with Bob Miller serving as 
representative. 


Rates for color and black-and-white ads 
are available by calling 467-2370 anytime. 
Discounts are also available for advertising 
in multiple issues. 


A monthly student-produced publication, 
What's Bruin? seeks to be a forum to 
report news and issues affecting Northrop 
students and faculty. Any 

columns, or opinions in the Forum section, 
belong solely to said writers, or staff in 
cases of staff editorials. 


Letters to the editor are also encouraged 
and accepted. Letters must be signed 

with name and grade for verification, then 
submitted to Room D111. 

What's Bruin? will not publish any malicious 
comments aimed directly or indirectly at in- 
dividuals. We also reserve the right to edit, 
if needed, for space and appropriateness. 


Four Northrop seniors have national high scores 


EM. GL Yes: tial iieveann 


or the National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test, seniors Noah 
Bouillon, Andy Brewer and Sam 
Carolus are all high scorers in 
who have received letters of 
commendation, while senior Dan Coroian 
became a semifinalist. Coroian also got 
a pefect score on the ACT exam, and if 
he wins, then he will receive a full-ride 
scholarship to the college of his choice. 


WB? What was your SAT/ACT score? 
Carolus: I had a 1930 out of 2400 on my SAT. 
Bouillon: I got a 2060/2400 on the SAT. 
Brewer: I took the ACT and got a 30/36. 
Coroian: I received a perfect score of 36 on 
my ACT. 

WB? What did you do to prepare for the 
SAT/ACT? 

Carolus: I took the PSAT twice. 

Bouillon: I took the SAT class. The PSAT is 
easier then the SAT. 

Brewer: I took the PSAT once. 

Coroian: I did the rep guide, and practice 
test, I didn’t do too much. 

WB? Did you have any time for friends 
while you were preparing for the test? 
Carolus: Oh, yeah. 

Bouillon: (laughs) Yeah, with the no hours of 
studying I did. 

Brewer: Yes. 

Coroian: Oh yeah, it didn’t affect my free 
time at all. 

WB? Did you strive for a high score to get 
in a certain college? 

Coroian: I’ve always wanted to go to a good 
school. I was looking at MIT but they are too 
far away So now I’m going for Purdue and 
North Western. 

WB? What are your extracurriculars? 
Carolus: Orchestra, National Honors Society, 
and Interact. 

Bouillon: Tennis, National Honors Society, 
DDR Club, and Tailgate Club. 

Brewer: I play the saxophone in band. 
Coroian: Tennis, Interact, National Honors 
Society, Academic Super Bowl, and recently 
Student Council. 

WB? What hobbies do you have outside of 
school? 

Carolus: I read and play the violin and play 
video games. 

Bouillon: Tennis and videogames. 

Brewer: Music. 

Coroian: Tennis, acoustic guitar, friends and 
computers. 


WB? / OCT. 2008 


Sam Carolus 


Dan Coroian 


Andy Brewer Noah Bouillon 


This year, BOP’s show Was galled A Dafk PIACE Semis 
Within, featuring the origifal music of Michael Pote, 
and 4 yin-yang effect. BOP received gold star ratings 
at district and regional leVels. then, endéd its season 
at semistate. ’ " 
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Homecoming ‘08 keeps up Bruin spirit 


Homecoming king and queen 
‘08 honors this year went to 
seniors Daniel Fickenscher 
and Jordan Smith. 


Under The Sea ‘08 
semi-formal theme 


The theme this year for semi-formal is 


“Under the Sea.” 
“T chose that theme because I thought 


that it would be easy to decorate for since 
it was for last year’s homecoming theme, 
which was the beach,” said Dena Wierks. 


All grades are allowed to attend this 
year’s dance. It will cost $10 per person 


for a ticket, which will go on sale Nov. 3 


in the commons before and after school. 
The dance will be held on Nov. 8 from 
8-11 p.m. 

Desperate Hours fall 


play about hostages 


The fall play this year is called The 
Desperate Hours. 


“Tt is a thrilling and suspenseful play,” 


said director Tim Miller. 
The play is about three criminals 
who break out of a federal prison in 


Terre Haute, Indiana. They take a family 


hostage in Indianapolis who waits to be 
paid from an earlier job completed. 


The play is Nov. 6-7 at 7 p.m. Tickets 


are $5, and buy-one, get-one free for 


Northrop students who show student I.D. 


his year’s superhero theme for 
homecoming started with a 
school full of nerds then ended 
with Bruin attire to show school spirit. 

There was an obstacle course, which 
students of all grades can team up and 
try to be the first to complete it and the 
staff versus student volleyball game. 
The prep rally, where administrator 
David West was voted to kiss the pig. 
The superheroes theme homecoming 
dance was held on Oct. 4. 

There also was an election held for 
homecoming king and queen from 
each grade, as well as court members. 
All were crowned during the home- 
coming game halftime. 

The homecoming court winners 
were: freshmen Ja’miah Striverson, 
sophomore Whitney McDonald, 
juniors Austin Presley, Ryan Paul, 
Andre’a Ware, Emily Zent, Caitlyn 
Dean, and seniors Daniel Fickenscher, 
Sean Collins, Jordan Smith, Kylee 


Jordan Smith and the king Daniel 
Fickenscher. 

“When I was crowned homecoming 
queen I felt very excited and honored,” 
said Smith, with a smile across her 
face. 

“Tt was cool to know that you have 
people who like you and that you’ve 
got friends,” said Fickenscher. 


“When I was 


crowned 
homecoming 
queen I felt very 
excited and 
honored.” 


Wierks, Jennifer Heck. 
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Blood drive looking for 
more donors 


The Blood drive for 2008-2009 school year 
is starting up. 

You can sign up for the blood drive and 
save a life on Oct. 27-Nov. 7, in coordinator 
Bill Hollenberg’s room, C203, or in the main 
office. 

If you would like to sign up, you must 
be at least 17-years-old, 110 pounds, and be 
healthy. 

The blood drive is Nov. 18, in the 
Northrop wrestling room. 


SADD takes ghost-out 


to homecoming 


After seeing the SADD Ghost-Out at 
the homecoming game, sponsor Shiloh Arp 
hopes fewer students will choose to drink 
and drive. 

“Tf they go out drinking and get into a 
car, this is what could happen,” said Arp. 

SADD performs their Ghost-Out at big 
events because they believe it is harder to 
resist peer pressure in large groups. 

Students dressed in black and wore 
white and black face paint to represent teens 
killed because of bad decisions. 
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The overall homecoming queen was 


-SENIOR JORDAN SMITH 


Honor Society inducts 
new members 


The National Honor Society inducted 67 
new members this year, bringing the total 
membership to 140. 

New officers were chosen with senior 
Tessa Yandel as President, seniors Jordan 
Smith and Kevin Weingartner as Vice-Pres- 
idents and senior Brice Vinson as Secretary. 

Members must maintain a GPA of at 
least 3.7 and show scholarship, character, 
service, and leadership. Members must 
also complete a minimum of 13 volunteer 
hours each term. 


Corrections 


In the previous (Sept. ‘08) issue of 
What's Bruin?, a news brief headline 
involving Northrop’s Interact club should 
have correctly read “Service above self” as 
the group’s motto. The published headline 
regretfully was in error. 

Also in the previous issue, a news 
brief about the Big Orange Pride (BOP) 
marching band should have correctly 
reported that this year’s show features the 
original music of Michael Pote, not music 
from famous horror movies. 
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Rivaling Bruins: Sophamore Mary 
’ Ankenbruck and senior Max 
Alexander are politically active 

as the Nov. 4 general election 
nears. Though very strong in their 
Opposigg viewpoints, each still 
listened to the other give opinions 
on issues including healthcare, 
abortion, the war in Iraq, and why 
they support who theyde. = 


. Far left, McCait and Obama vie ye 


the campaign: trail: 


INOW 1 NIAIX 


defend their candidates, parties 


for Nov. 4 election 


(CC lRLAIR MVE INHE Sai in t= ite wo ir 
TALIM) S tea ie in 


-JOHN QUINCY ADAMS, 
AMERICA'S SIXTH PRESIDENT 


“It’s better to 
stand alone 
and be right, 
than to go with 
the crowd and 
be wrong.” 


-SOPHOMORE MARY ANKENBRUCK, 
OBAMA SUPPORTER 
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ophomore Mary Ankenbruck 
stood in the middle of the Demo- 
cratic headquarter gazing in at the 
Obama-poster-filled room with an 
mips look on her face. 

This year’s historic election is capturing 
the attention of youth across the country. 
The election is man vs. woman, young vs. 
old, and the common liberal vs. conserva- 
tive. 

Ankenbruck says that she is a Democrat 
because they value people over money and 
care about helping the less fortunate. 

When she first walked in it was apparent 
that she was well- known at the Democratic 
headquarters. She was even given a nick 
name as “the famous high school organizer.” 

The Democratic candidate for president 
this year is senator Barack Obama with his 
running mate, fellow senator Joe Biden. 
Ankenbruck agrees with Obama on most 
issues, including the war in Iraq. 

“T would like it if we all left Iraq. Too 
many people have died [an estimate of 30680 
were wounded since the war 
began]. America is using billions of tax dol- 
lars to reform their government even though 
we have problems here that need to be 
fixed,” stated Ankenbruck. 

Obama’s plan for Iraq is to bring the 
war to an end in a responsible way. He also 
wants to use our alliances to address 21st 
century threats. 

Abortion is another important issue and 
is also one of the most controversial. 

Obama is pro-choice; however, he wants 
to reduce abortion by adding more sex edu- 
cation classes. 

Ankenbruck believes that if you were a 
victim of rape, incest or your life is in danger 
you should be able to get an abortion. 

“If you've been violated by someone, the 
government shouldn’t be able to violate you 
and your rights,” she stated. 

However she also believes that if you get 
pregnant you should take responsibity for 
your actions. 

Most people don’t get enough informa- 
tion to make good judgment on their vote. 

There are some beliefs that people won’t 
vote for Obama because he is black or will 
just because he is. 

It also goes for Republican vice-presi- 
dential candidate, Sarah Palin, senator John 
McCain’s running mate. 

Some will only vote for her because she’s 
a woman and some won't because she is. 

Another issue that is influential to voters 
is heath care. Obama’s plan for heath care is 
to make sure there is affordable heath care 
for everyone while lowering the prices. 
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“Around 18 percent of America’s popu- 
lation don’t have health care and most are 
kids who can’t do anything about it,” said 
Ankenbruck. 

She believes by taking funds from the Iraq 
war, we can afford health care. 

When it comes to large international 
corporations versus smaller local businesses, 
Obama favors smaller business because they 
tend to get their products from America. 

“I support both small and big business, 
but I favor the ones that keep jobs here in 
America,” said Ankenbruck. 

She went on to explain how big businesses 
get their products from foreign labor and 
how she doesn’t approve it because of how 
economy is the going. 

Global warming is another debatable topic. 
Obama believes that global warming is man- 
made, while McCain believes that it is just a 
part of a cycle. 

Obama want to find different sources of 
* energy and find short-term relief for Ameri- 
can jobs and create new green jobs. He also 
wants to have an 80 percent reduction of 
green house gases. 

“Unlike Palin, I know that global warming 
is a result of human activity,” said Anken- 
bruck. 

Same sex marriages is an issue that is most 
commonly debated between people. 

Obama and McCain both believe that mar- 
riage should be between a man and woman, 
but Obama thinks that gay and lesbians 
should have the same rights as everyone 
else. 


“If you’ve been 
violated by some- 
one, the government 
shouldn't be able to 
violate you.” 


-SOPHOMORE MARY ANKENBRUCK 
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Left, Sophomore Obama activist 
Mary Ankenbruck, here a well- 
known face at the Democratic 
headquarters downtown, believes 
Obama represents positive 
change in America. She said she 
has become more involved in the 
Obama campaign as the 

election has progressed. 


_ BRUINS’ POLITICAL 
_ PARTIES 4 
© 35% DEMOCRAT q 
~ 23% REPUBLICAN 
42% UNDECIDED 
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ARE YOU FOR OR AGAINST 


THE IRAQ WAR? 
50% AGAINST 

/ 43% FOR 

_ 7% UNDECIDED 
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~ DO YOU BELIEVE IN 

_ SAME-SEX MARRIAGE? 
~ 64% NO 

36% YES 


DO YOU BELIEVE IN ABORTION IN 
THE CASES OF RAPE OR INCEST? 
57% NO 

43% YES \ 
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DO YOU BELIEVE IN MPG (MILES 


PER GALLON) RESTRICTIONS? 
75% YES 
25% NO 
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-SURVEY OF 88 BRUINS, ALL GRADES, GUY/GIRL MIX 


Right, Rallying for change: 
Although unable to vote in 
the upcoming election, 
sophomore Mary Ankenbruck 
still kept politically active hold- 
ing meetings at her home for 
fellow Obama supporters who 
made phone calls and went 
campaigning door-to-door 
with her. Here, Ankenbruck 
also attends a recent rally 
visit from Michelle Obama 

at the Grand Wayne Center 
downtown Ft. Wayne. 
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Ankenbruck thinks that it’s a religious 
matter and that the government shouldn’t 
tell you who to be with. Every couple should 
have the same rights guaranteed by the con- 
stitution regardless of sexual orientation. 

Ankenbruck advises us to get good, un- 
biased information from news sources like 
CNN. 


JOHN-MAX 


he smell of salty, delicious hot dogs 
moved through the air at the Coney 
Island restaurant. 

Senior Max Alexander took a bite out of 
his hot dog and said that Barack Obama is 
inexperienced. 

Alexander said that he is not ready to be 
president. 

Alexander then went on to talk about 
tax cuts for the rick and poor. He is a firm 
believer in supply-side economics because if 
we raise taxes on businesses the government 
will pass it on to us in the price of our goods 
and services. 

If we raise taxes on business it will create 
shortages and less jobs, which would be a 
very bad thing in our current economic situ- 
ation. 

Alexander was then asked who is more 
experienced out of Sarah Palin and Obama. 

He said it is a difficult question because it 
is like comparing apple and oranges. 


“From my 
experience, No Child 
Left Behind in its 
good intentions is 
failing.” 


-SENIOR MAX ALEXANDER 
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Alexander thinks Sarah Palin’s experience 
deals with cutting government waste while 
Obama’s has been voting along party lines. 

“Palin’s experience has been more favor- 
able to me,” said Alexander confidently. “She 
has more good experience.” 

He thinks a better thing is comparing 
John McCain and Barack Obama, because 
after all, it will be McCain making decisions 
in the White House. 

When Alexander was asked if he believes 
in abortion in he cases of rape and incest he 
once again responded strongly. 

“This is a very difficult question to an- 
swer, in order to answer I would first ask the 
reader to ask themselves,” said Alexander. 

Alexander than said, “If their younger 
brother or sister were a product of rape or 
incest, would we be okay if we killed them?” 

He believes the problem is so much big- 
ger then rape and incest. He said that babies 
are being killed as if it’s nothing anymore. 

“The question comes down to how much 
value do you want to give life, no matter 
how it was created.” 

Alexander wants people to know when 
Obama was in the state legislature he voted 
six times against a bill that would protect 
babies that are living and breathing. 

Babies in Illinois hospitals that survived 
abortion were put in closets to suffocate and 
die. 

When he was asked if we should start 
drilling overseas he told us what McCain has 
planned for America to do. 

His first goal is for the country to get off 
of using oil, but until it happens, he said 
that we have to bring down the cost of fuels 
because we are now seeing how it is affect- 
ing our economy. 

“Obama wants to switch to alternate fuels 
as well, but until that happens he would 
have us keep sending money overseas.” 

Alexander was also asked about his 
thoughts on the No Child Left Behind Act. 

“From my experience, No Child Left Be- 
hind, in its good intentions, is failing,” said 
Alexander. 

He said no child left behind also means 
no child goes ahead. He thinks that we have 
not put enough funding into education. 


Right, At the Allen County 


Republican headquarters down- 


town Ft. Wayne, Steve Shine 


(far right), chairman of the Allen 


County Republican Party, tells 


senior Max Alexander, and any 


other republican or democrat, 
how he plans on expanding 


McCain’s campaign throughout 


the city. 
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| DO YOU BELIEVE IN GUN 
_ CONTROL? 

f 78% YES 

" 22% NO 


' DO YOU BELIEVE IN INCREASING 
__ THE MINIMUM WAGE? 

E 75% YES 

| 22% NO 


DO YOU BELIEVE 
' GOVERNMENT SHOULD FUND 
_ STEM CELL RESEARCH? 
80% NO 
20% YES 


_ DO YOU SUPPORT THE RECENT 
STOCK MARKET BAILOUT? 

50% NO 

50% YES 


~ DO YOU BELIEVE IN 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE? 
(DOVES 
25% NO 


DO YOU SUPPORT 
IMMIGRATION REFORM? 
67% YES 

33% NO 


EE, 


-SURVEY OF 88 BRUINS, ALL GRADES, GUY/GIRL MIX 


Left, A supporter of conservative 
values and the Republican party 
first, then also of John McCain, 
senior Max Alexander supports 
the Republican party’s pro-life, 
conservative stance on abortion. 
Alexander also has actively 
participated in the Ft. Wayne 
area’s recent 40 Days of Life 
which seeks to promote pro-life 
values. 
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Alexander thinks we keep making rules, 
but we don’t give the school resources in 
which to carry them out. 

When he was asked what McCain’s best 
point is he answered confidently. 

“John McCain has said on several occa- 
sions we have to stop going to the govern- 
ment for answers,” said Alexander. 

We complain how many problems the 
government has and some would still give 
them more power and money. 

Then Alexander responded to how some 
people say Palin is inexperienced. 

“My opinion of Sarah Palin is biased. She 
is one of the only true conservatives on the 
ticket,” Alexander says. 

He said he is able to see past her inexpe- 
rience and occasional slipup, because her 
fundamentals are founded deeply in the true 
American spirit, which will answer many of 
our nation’s problems. 

“She would not be my first or second 
choice to have in the things that the oppo- 
nents are suggesting,” said Alexander. 

Then he was asked how strong of a sup- 
porter he is of McCain. He said that McCain 
is by no means his ideal candidate who will 
solve this country’s problems. 

His support for him is as a result of a 
default position against Obama. 

“I have the upmost respect for the service 
of what McCain has provided us with so 
far,” said Alexander. 

He gets very turned off when he hears 
people being head over heels for a man who 
consists of only good speeches. 


“The question 
comes down to how 
much value do you 
want to give life, no 
matter how it was 
created.” 


-SENIOR MAX ALEXANDER, 
MCCAIN SUPPORTER 
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Boys’ soccer wins sectional 


CHARLES Smian 


hemistry. That was the driving 
force behind the success of the 
boys’ soccer team this fall. 

The team won sectionals 
in two games. They defeated 
Leo 3-0, then Bishop Dwenger 2-1, to take 
the win. 

“Tt was really great to win sectionals,” 
stated senior Chris Fox, who is the goalie for 
the Bruins. 

“Winning sectionals was the team’s goal, 
and we met it,” said Fox. “It was a great 
feeling of accomplishment.” 

The teams’ success came from their 
excellent teamwork. 

“The team has great chemistry,” 
continued Fox. “Everyone worked together. 
No one went out for themselves, it was just 
a real team effort.” 

Another factor in their sectional victory 
was, in a way, revenge. 

“T almost hate to use the word revenge,” 
said head coach Terry Stefankiewicz. 

“We lost to Dwenger late in the season 
and we felt that we were a better team, and 
that we shouldn’t have lost.” 

The Bruins got the opportunity for a 
rematch when they drew Dwenger for the 
second game of the sectional tournament. 

“We took that opportunity to take that 
4-1 loss and turn it into a 2-1 victory.” 

When asked what the most memorable 
moment of the season was, Stefankiewicz 
replied, “Definitely sectionals, but also 
earlier in the season we entered the 
tournament at Canterbury. We won both 
games without a goal scored against us, 
and we also beat Noblesville, which was a 
ranked team. That’s when we realized our 
full potential.” 

Ea yt hate Lore ee gat a fg RT Ee eu HL ea Laer ae or Stefankiewicz is definitely proud of how 
I eg hoy as akenee GUIS oe ss Sectional champs: The Bruin "far the team has come, and how much they 
PR Toile nel a a a hab ge a cae POYS /SOCeEE tear Knocked Duly "op have grown. 
4 sa me are é tb ite : foyer  Dwenger a the final round, 2-1, to “The team consists of many seniors, 
' eel te 2 Het, Shel See ee. and as the season went on we relied on 
Ge eee, ee ah aa os ; vy teams: pf tee. 
~ ae OWE, ‘ a K : them more to be leaders, especially during 
sectionals.” 
66 = 7 “They really left a legacy and were 
Wi Nn Nn : Nn g S eS ctl Oo Nn cl ' S Was leaders for the players next year, and the 
reserve team did well throughout the 
y season. I would say that Northrop soccer 
t h a te a mM S g oO el ! a Nn ad we will continue to be strong in the future.” 
The final record for the season was 9- 
3-3. The team moved onto regionals where 


- 5 
mM at : t they were unsuccessful at gaining a victory, 
i -SENIOR GOALIE CHRIS FOX 


losing to Homestead 3-1. 
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Wizards turn into 
Tin Caps 


n October 2 the Wizards 
()issat owners got together to 

vote on what the new name of 
the franchise should be. 

At 11 that 
same morning 
the owners 
had their final 
answer on 
what the name 
should be. 

They came 
up with the 
TinCaps, a 
name based 
on Johnny 
Appleseed. 
The team 
symbol is of 
an apple with 
a tin pan on its 
head. 

This name 
and symbol 
seems to be 
a little ridiculous right now, but the 
franchise believes that it will grow on 
the public. 

The Mad Ants seemed to be a crazy 
name when they arrived, but after a 
while the name grew on the public. 

The same thing won't happen 
with the TinCaps. It’s not because of 
their name as much; it’s because of 
the whole new project going on down 
town. 

The Harrison Square project will 
have a huge impact on the acceptance 
of the TinCaps. 

If the franchise wants this name to 
be accepted they better pray to God 
that the team starts winning more 
games and that the Harrison Square 
project attracts people. 

Overall, the name is very original, 
and this isn’t the first time a franchise 
has been looked down upon for their 
name. 

When the Wizards came to Fort 
Wayne the public thought the name 
was stupid because it had no relation 
to Fort Wayne. 

Maybe over time and with a great 
slogan the TinCaps will become a liked 
team. The Wizards had some loyal 
fans, but overall low attendance. 

Maybe this new name will draw 
higher attendance, and help the 
franchise make money and develop a 
winning team. 


Kevin’s 
Korner 


KEVIN 
lalone 


Boys’ soccer also wins 
SAC; lose in regional 


The boys’ soccer team, after going with- 
out a loss for the majority of the season, 
suffered three losses. 

Their record was 9-3-3 for the regular sea- 
son. They went on to win both of their sec- 
tional games, but suffered a loss in regionals 
against Homestead 3-1. 


Girls’ soccer shuts out 
first two sectional rounds 


The girls’ soccer team concluded their 
season with a strong run through sectionals, 
winning their first two games, but losing 
their third game against Leo. 

They won their first game against 
Garrett, 3-0. Then they continued on to beat 
Hamilton Heights, 11-0. 

After going without a goal against them 
for two games they lost to Leo after a close 
game of 1-0. 


Girls’ golf take SAC, first 
time 30 years 


The girls’ golf team was undefeated in 
the SAC, senior Shelby Beck went to regional 
and senior Kylee Wierks was named for 
academic all-state. To say the least, the team 
has had “an awesome year,” said head coach 
Dan Gibson. 

This was the first time in 30 years that the 
team has won SAC. 

“T was excited because we were the team 
to watch this year,” said Beck . 


Volleyball setting goal to 
win sectional, beyond 


The Bruins are 21-7 right now, and the 
team’s goal is to win state championships, 
which includes winning sectional. 

To get ready to beat these goals, the girls 
look at what skills they need to work on. 
They set up the right drills to use in practice. 

“To prepare them mentally, I motivate 
them,” said head coach Joyce Moss. 
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Tennis SAC second; 
Oren first All-SAC 


The boys’ tennis season came to an end at 
sectional against Bishop Dwenger 4-1. 

The boys ended their season with an over 
all 13-6 record, and finished second in SAC. 

Senior Nate Oren moved on to the 
sectional final, and was named first team 
SAC and first team all-district. 

Matt Voght and Dan Coroian also made 
first team SAC. 


Boys’ cross-country 
sectional, regional fourth 


The boys’ cross-country team’s goal was 
to win SAC, but came a close third. The team 
is now looking forward to how they’Il do at 
state. 

“The team trains really hard. There are no 
rah-rah speeches, just run,” said head coach 
Matt Parker. 

After finishing fourth in Sectionals the 
Bruins moved on to Regional where they 
finished 4th. 


Girls’ cross-country 
sectional runner-up 


The girls’ cross-country team won SAC, 
which Northrop hasn’t won since 2000. 

“It feels awesome. Feels great,” said head 
coach Matt Miller. 

“T have learned that being supportive 
of the team is important,” said freshmen 
Sydney Mansfield, who placed fourth at 
sectionals. 

As a team, the Bruins also took second at 
sectional and fourth at regionals. 


Win jumpstarts Bruins 
toward end of season 


The Bruins got their first win of the season 
against Elmhurst on October 3. 

The 1-8 Bruins haven’t given up on 
defense as they allowed Elmhurst only one 
yard of offense in a 34-0 win against Trojans. 

The Bruins lost 21-17 to Wayne at 
Homecoming and lost to North Side 52-8. 
Sectionals start October 24. 
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Nick and Norah 
has infinite ability to 


entertain 
CHARLESsmith 


Good laughs, good music, and a great 
story. Nick and Nora’s Infinite Playlist 
delivers all three and manages to stay 
accurate the music scene in NYC. 

Norah (Kat Dennings) is the fiercely 
independent daughter of a well-known 
producer in the music industry. She spends 
most of her time listening to music and 
watching after her best friend Caroline 
(Ari Grayer), who has a history of getting 
extremely drunk. 

Nick (Michael Cera) is the straight, quiet 
bass player for a gay band. As the movie 
starts he is moping around his house, 
making break-up music mixes for his ex- 
girlfriend Tris (Alexis Dziena), and leaving 
pathetic voice messages on her cell phone. 

After a series of events following the gay 
band’s show, Nick, Norah, the rest of the 
band, and a random nameless guy set out 
to find the lost and totally wasted Caroline 
and track down the surprise concert of an 
underground band called Where's Fluffy. 

What follows is an amazing trip through 
the streets, bars, and back rooms of NYC. 

Overall, it’s a great movie. I could not 
find a single fault. The acting is superb, and 
the music fits the feel of the movie perfectly, 
with songs by bands such as Vampire 
Weekend and Bishop Allen. Definitely go see 
this wild and fun ride through the night. A 


| Top 10: 
Fiction Books 


10 / PREMIERE 


Fagle Eye soars from 
beginning to end 


HEATHERheck 


This year’s eye popping, heart throbbing 
must see movie is Eagle Eye. 

Jerry Shaw (Shia LaBeouf) and Rachel 
Hollomen (Michelle Monaghan) are two 
totally different people unexpectedly thrown 
together. 

Hollomen, takes her child to get on the 
bus heading toward Washington D.C. and 
goes for a drink, where she receives an 
unexpected phone call from a woman. 

Shaw, who goes to the ATM to deposit 
a check, finds he has an unusually large 
amount of money in his bank account. When 
he walks into his home, his phone rings as 
he enters his apartment to find, stolen guns, 
and explosive powder. 

The two are thrown together to perform 
illegal tasks, but, if one chooses to leave the 
mission, someone they love dies. 

Traveling to different places and trying to 
prove that they are not doing this for fun, the 
two come together to protect, and not let the 
other give up. 

As the movie comes to an end, they get 
more difficult missions, and begin to fight to 
not perform their last tasks. 

With the suspense rising, and Shaw and 
Hollomen following the rules, the two end 
Wp iss 
Finding out the end makes the movie all 
worthwhile. Eagle Eye is a must see. So, get 
those tickets, the popcorn, and sit back and 
enjoy. A 
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Pop machines go diet; many against 


iet pop replacing regular pop in the vending machines is this 
issue new dilemma. 

Most of the What’s Bruin? staff has agreed that they don’t 
appreciate the new switch from regular pop to diet pop. They would 
like either the regular, regular and diet or regular and Gatorade instead 
of just diet as their only choice of pop. 

One WB? staff member voiced that it’s a good thing that we now 
have diet instead of regular pop because a lot of kids in Northrop are 
obese or overweight. So now that we have just diet, it kind of forces 
them if they want to get pop then they have to get a healthier version. 

But just because it’s diet doesn’t mean it’s good for you, even if it 
is better than regular pop. According to CNN’s website there is a 41 
percent increase in risk of being overweight for every can or bottle of 
diet soft drink a person consumes each day. Diet pop doesn’t cause 
obesity; something linked to drinking diet pop is linked to obesity, 
according to wedmd.com. 

The 
Framingham 
Heart Study, 
reported that 
drinking 
regular pop 
creates several 
risks for 
having heart 
disease. The 
study also 
found that 
the same can 
be true for 
drinking low- 
calorie diet 
pop. 

Switching 
from regular 
pop to diet in 
the vending 
machines isn’t 
the only way to 
get Northrop’s 
students a 
little healthier. 
We can’t rely 
on foods and 
beverages to be 
at the source of 


THE court CAN MASK 11, 
BUT IT'S STILL DEATH. 


HELP END ABORTION. ; aoe 
SUPPORT THE LOCAL. z| student body 
(0) DANS FOR LIFE. : Everybody 


needs exercise. 
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Driving with cell phones 
should not be allowed 


riving and talking on a cell phone is a 
[ oweiene but can spell disaster. 

This is why Indiana lawmakers have 
approved a proposal to make new laws for teen 
drivers, according to WANE-TV online. Some 
lawmakers want to put a ban on cell phones 
without a hand-free device. For drivers under 
18, there will be a 
mandatory 50 hours 
of supervised driving. 

The bill originally 
called for a ban on 
all drivers, but was 
changed to just teen 
drivers, according 
to Hands-Free Info 
online. 

Even though teens 
probably will not like 
this law, it is for the 
benefit of everyone. 
Cell phones are a 
distraction whether 
people want to admit 
it or not. Some might 
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em think they have a 
MICHAEL knack for driving 
ha ynes with a cell phone (and 


they might), but one 
mistake can be deadly. 
Talking on 
headsets or earpieces is fairly safe, but dialing 
or texting on a cell phone is very distracting. 
This can result in driving off the road and/or 
crashing into another car. 

Live Science’s website reports that 2,600 
deaths and 330,000 injuries occur per year due to 
cell phone distraction. This website also quoted 
University of Utah psychology professor David 
Strayer who stated, “If you put a 20-year-old 
driver behind the wheel with a cell phone, their 
reaction times are the same a 70-year-old driver 
who is not using a cell phone.” 

Strayer’s statement does put things into 
perspective. It was proven that drivers with cell 
phones had slower reaction times, which can be 
a danger on the roads. 

If this is true, then maybe Indiana’s bill 
should not be only for teens, but for adults too. 

Think about it. Teens are a little more at risk 
of car accidents than adults, but adding a cell 
phone to the mix, creates an even greater risk for 
adults and teens alike. 

Before the cell phone was invented, people 
were driving without it just fine. There were 
still accidents, but there weren’t any cell-phone- 
related crashes. 

Even if the bill doesn’t pass, student drivers 
should wait to talk on their cell phone until 
their drive is over. Who knows, it could save 
someone’s life, if not your own. 
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r here is no question that the United 

[sess economy is in desperate 
need of rescuing, and the $700 billion 

bailout plan, proposed by George W. Bush, 


could be the solution. 


The plan consists of three different 
stages in which money borrowed from the 
U.S. treasury would be used to buy bad 


mortgage investments. 


The first stage would give U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Hank Paulson $250 billion 


immediately. 


If the first $250 billion did not help 
the economy, then he could request an 
additional $100 billion. The last stage would 
give Paulson $350 billion if the first 350 


failed. 


Though the last stage would give him 
the most money, it would first have to be 


approved by Congress. 


While the plan does have its downfalls, 
the consequences of not accepting the 
bailout could very easily lead to another 


Great Depression. 


KEVINlalone 


n Oct. 2, the Senate and the House 
( ) ress a bill that gzve $700 billion 

of taxpayers’ money to the failing 
banks and mortgage companies. 

The money is needed to “bailout” these 
mortgage companies that handed out loans 
to millions of people, so that they could have 
homes that they couldn’t afford. 

Since the families couldn’t afford the 
homes and couldn’t pay off the loans the 
mortgage companies went bankrupt. 

The CEOs of these major companies 
like Fanny Mae, Freddie Mac and Lehman 
Brothers walked away from the failure just 


fine. 


They lost money, but not much 
considering the amount of money they have. 
The CEO of Lehman Brothers had $480 
million; now he “only” has $300 million. 

Homeowners will have to pay higher 
taxes to help this bill work and then it’s not 
even guaranteed to work. 

These higher taxes won’t help those who 
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capitalistic economy of the U.S., they do not 
realize that there is no such thing as pure and 
simple capitalism. 

Without some government interference, a 
capitalistic economy is most likely doomed 
to fail. Bush has proven this by allowing 
mortgage lenders to do whatever they 
pleased. 

His resistance to interfering when it was 
needed led to the economic crisis we are 
facing today. 

There is no doubt that this plan must be 
modified in order to benefit the American 
people more, but it’s a start, even if it has 
come very late in the game. 

The falling economy does not only 
negatively affect the United States, but the 
entire world. 

Had Congress not accepted the bill they 
would have taken an enormous chance with 
the world’s economy. The world’s banks 
and businesses could suffer tremendously, 
and this could lead to a giant rise in 
unemployment all around the world. 


While Yes, $700 billion is a preposterous amount 
many of money, but seeing as neither Democrats 
argue that or Republicans have come up with an 
government alternative solution to these economic issues, 
interference | Congress had no choice but to accept the 
will go plan. 


against the 


were directly affected by the mortgage crisis, 
and the CEOs of the mortgage companies 
will be living the high life with their millions 
of dollars. 

The companies aren't the only ones that 
caused the problem; the people who took the 
loans out are at fault and so is any one who 
also is in major debt. 

In the 1990’s when credit cards became 
huge, debt began to sky rocket, and it hasn’t 
slowed down since. 

In 1999, former Chairmen of the Federal 
Reserve, Allen Greenspan told President 
Clinton that the stock market was going to 
crash if people and companies didn’t stop 
spending money that they didn’t have. 

Now look where the country is almost ten 
years later; we are in a recession, on our way 
to a depression, and I believe a depression is 
what we need to teach debtors a lesson. 

That may sound harsh, but a rough 
financial time might teach people how to 
save money and buy what they can afford. 
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ON 
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What is 
your favorite 
halloween candy? 


“Snickers 
because it is 
my favorite 
candy period.” 


-FRESHMAN 
KIERRA MARTIN 


“Candy corn 
because it’s 
good for you.’ 


-SOPHMORE 
NICK POWELL 


“Tootsie Rolls 
because they 
are soft and 
chocolatey.” 


-JUNIOR 
THOMAS ERVIN 


“Chocolate- 
filled 
pumpkins 
because 
they’re 
fantastic.” 


-SENIOR 
TERI CONRADY 


“Candy corn 
because they 
are one of my 
first memories 
of halloween.” 


-GUIDANCE 
COUNSELOR 
TRACY ROZIER 


